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for example the pastoralist, Take the man
in the far North who runs cattle. Hew ishe to
be guaranteed against loss of stock? Probably
in some cases he cannot get his strock brought
down, The question is one which requires
seriong congideration. T am sure that those
who are interested in the pool will also con-
sider the claims of others as well as their
own,

I note with gratifieation that the Gov-
ernment intemd to aungment the metropolitan
water supply. It is high time that something
was done in that direction. I had hoped that
something would have been aecomplished be-
fore this, but now we have wmissed the pre-
sent season, [ am pleased to sec reference
made in the Speeeh to the forests laboratory,
and to the Comneil of Tndustrial Development,
Anyone who has had the opportunity of
visiting the recent exhibition in comnection
with our forest produwets, must have becn
impressed by the carnestness of the Conser-
vator in displaying in such 2 manner the
State's possibilities. The demonstration was

; tertgjuly an eye- opener to many. The point
-ut c-,pnrqo, whielt requires to be determined
ik E what extent some of the ideas can be
i nr,wd out with profitable results. Tf we can
-i} tort enterprises in connection with many
¢ ar produets, and manafacture artieles at
TR which will enable us to export, then
,.Jf..]w AN wezns tbe Government should give the
fullest abl “qch directions. The practical
view, hnwuvﬂ )W important and will need
~haquired into. T think, there-
‘encouragement shonld  be
given. T stk mglude my remarks by a re-
forenee teftha¥ "l!"'lg’l"lph on the conclnding
which allnded to the amal-
gamation deral and State Taxation
Departments en the measure for the
amalganition of thoqc Tlepartments came be-
fore v last vear T expresserd some doubt as
to wither it was wise for the State to enter
in ahis agreement. T still have very grave
-ts a5 to the wisdom 6f the passing of
it Act, T u';zlct to note that it is econ-
eaulated to make even further amalgama-
tiA: and T trust that the Government will
s Wnit for a time in order fo see the result of
" the dne which has just been entered upen.
I look upon the amalgamation of the Taxa-
« fHignm Uop’utmonh as the first step towards
wubification, and if further amalgamations
take place the position will he made worse.
One wants to make very sure of his ground.
Tf we had studied more elosely the report of
A, Owen issmed in \'ovemher 1919, the
measure passed last year to 'ulthm'lse the
amalgamation would not have heen agreed to
so readily., T urge hon. members to closely
peroce that resort so that they may be pre-
pared, if any further amalgamation proposals
are submitted. T do not agree, of course,
with evervthing contained in the Speceh, but
netwithstanding any adverse eriticism I may
have indulged in, T assure the Minister that
it has been offered with the intention of
tryving to surgest some method whercby we
may veduee the deficit. Tf any suggestions T

3

have made regult in any other member being
prompted to make suggestions in addition, to
assist the Government of the day, then I will
be pleased to think that T shall at least have
been of some little serviee to the State.

On motion by IIen, Hir Edward Witte-
noom <chate adjourned.

House adjourned at 6 pam.
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SWEARING TN OTF MEMBER.
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scribed the oath and signed the roll.

ASSENT TO BTLL.

Message from the Governor
read notifving assent to the Treasury
(Signatures) Bill.

reegived and
Rills

QUESTIONS (i)-—RATLWAY JMATTERS.
Season and yearly tickets,

Mr. PICKERING asked the MMinister for
Railways: 1, Ts it a fact that the “‘all
lines'' and “‘sectional’’ season tickets are
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issued on the basis of 12 monthly payments?
£, What advantage acerues to the purchaser
of the yearly ticket? 3, What is the antiei-
pated loss of revenue {a) by the loss of the
12 months advance payments; (b) loss of
issmes? 4, Does the Minister propose to give
any advantage to purchasers of yecarly tickets
over purchasers of monthly tickets?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, Yes. 2, None, other than that he
is protected from the effect of amy further
advance in season ticket rates during the
currency of his ticket, and that holders of
yearly and half-yearly tickets arc always eer-
tain of cloak-room facilities free of charge.
3, Nil. As a matter of fact the season tieket
earnings for the year just closed show an in-
crease of £23,000 over the earnings of the
previous year. 4, No. It is not proposed to
go further than indicated in reply to Ques-
tion, 2.

Buffet ear, South-Testern Line.

My, PICKERING asked the Minister for
Railways: 1, Is it his intention to provide
a buffet ear on the South-Western line? 2,
If not, why not? 3, If so, over what section?
4, If so, at what approximate date?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, No. 2, Becanse it is not considered
to be necessary. 3 and 4, See reply to No.

Railes on agriculiura’ iraffic.

Mr, McCALLUM asked the Minister for
Railways: 1, What arc the rates of freight
charged by the Railway Department on the
following goods: agricultural machinery, ar-
tificial manures, wheat, wool, coal, chaff,
oats? 2, What has been the result of this
traffic to the department (profit or loss on
each item separately) for the last financial
year?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plicd: 1, The rates given in accordance with
the rates book, and varying according to the
mileage earried. 2, It is not practicable to
ealeulate the actunal resnlts of this trade to
the department, but on the average cost per
ton mile throughout the railway system on
all goods traffic, manure, wheat, coal, and
c¢haff would show a loss, and wool would
show a profit.

Kalgoorlic Express, overcrowding,

Hon. P. COLLIER asked the Minister for
Railways: 1, What number of second-class
. passengers were on Loard the express irain
ex Kalgoorlie on the 20th July last? 2, What
was the seating capaeity of the accommoda-
tion provided? 3, Is the Minister aware that
a number -of passengers were compelled to
stand in the corridors and on the platforms
thronghout the night journey to Perth and
that, in addition, compartments were dis-
gracefully overcrowded? 4, Will he cause the
matter to be thoroughly sifted and aseertain

who was responsible for such callous indiffer-
ence to passengers’ intérestsft

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYR' re-
plied: 1, Tt is presumed that an error has
erept into this question, and the date intended
to refer to is the 25th ultimo; the reply is
therefore 38 sleepers and 42 ordinary. 2,
Forty-eight sitting or 36 sleeping, but com-
partments in a first-class ear were utilised for
sceond-clags passengers holding  sleeping-
berth tickets. 3, Yes; the second-class accom-
modation was inadequate. 4, The matter is
being inguired into, and those responsible will
be suitably dealt with.

Demurrage remitted, wool and wheat.

Hon. P. COLLIER asked the Minister for
Railways: 1, What was the amount of money
invelved in demurrage charges on wool the
whole of which waa rebated by the Commis-
sioner of Railways consequent upon a deputa-
tion from the Primary Producers’ Association
(consisting of Messrs. Monger and Lee
Steere} which waited upon the Commissioner
in April or May last?. 2, The total amount
of demurrage charges on wheat, remitted or
refunded during the last financial year?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, £4,15¢ 6s. 8d.; wool is carried at
first class rate, which rate ineludes charge
for handling by the Comumissioner; the de-
murrage acerued due to the wool and hides
being held in trucks in consequence of the
carters, who were on strike, refusing to
handle same, and as the goods shed acecom-
modation was not equal to storing all that
wag received, it wonld have been manifestly
unwise for the Comimissioner to unload the
trucks, which, as stated, was his responsi-
bility; and, seeing that the demurrage accrued
because the department did not uwnload the
trucks, the Commissioner took the view that
such demurrage could not reasonably be
dehlited to the consignees. 2, £393 1s. 94.

Fice-regal coach and Major Kerr-Pearse.

Mr. CORBOY asked the Minister for Rail-
ways: 1, Ts it a fact that the vice-regal
coach was made available, together with at-
tendance by railway employees, to Major
Kerr-Pearse and his family in June last for
the purpose of holidaying at Busselton? 2,
Tf so, what waa the cost of this service? 3,
Is it a fact that at the same time men were
being dismissed by the Railway Department
in order to effect economies? i

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS _re-
plied: 1, No. Permission for the use of this
coach was given on account of a breakdown
in the health of the private recretary, and the
doctor’s orders that hotel conditions were un-
suitable for recovery. Ome condnctor only
wag sent with the car, in accordance with the
usnal practice. 2, In addition to the above,
sustepanee £4 14s. 3d., and railway fare £2
8s. 8d., were involved and paid privately by
the person veeeiving the service, as well as
£5 for the serviees of the conductor men-



32 ’ [ASSEMELY.]

tigned in (1). B3, Yes, but purely because of
a temporary filling off of trade, which has
no connection with the above-mentioned in-
cident.

QUESTION—-WITARFAGE CHARGES,
FREMANTLE.

Mr, McCALLUM asked the Colonial See-
retary: What are the rates of wharfage
levied by the Fremantle Harbour Trust on
the export of the following produets: tim-
ber, ore, wheat, wool?

The COLONTIAL SECRETARY replied:
Timber: outwards, wharfage ls. 64, plus
surtax of 20 per cent. (4d.); total 1s. 10d.
per ton of 40 cubic feet. Ore: when ore has
gone through some form of concentration,
outwards, wharfage 1s. 8d., plus sortax of
20 per cent. (4d.); total 2s. per ton. Wheat:
wharfage, nil; no outwards wharfage is
charged on products of the soil, such as
grain, flour, agrieultural, horticultural, or
farm produce and W.A. coal when shipped
to any port. Wool: outwards, wharfage, 94.,
plus surtax of 20 per cent. (2d.); total 11d.
per bale or two bags, bundles, or pockets; if
wool is landed by sea and declared for tran-
ghipment, it pays a transhipment wharfage
covering inwards and outwards transactions
of 1s. 6d., plus surtax of 20 per cent. (4d.);
total 2s. per ton of five bales or 10 bags or
pockets.

QUESTION—WATER SUPPLY.
Fromantle district.

AMr. MeCALLUM asked the Premier (for
the Minister for Works): 1, Have any steps
been taken to prevent a recurrence of the
water famine experienced last summer by the
residents of the Fremantle district? 2, If
so, will the Minister give particulars of his
intentions in this regard?

The PREMIER (for the DMinister for
Works) replied: An extra storage reservoir
has been built at Riehmond, and it is not an-
tivipated that the supply for the coming
summer will fail to give satisfaction, pro-
viding the consumers are reasonable in their
draw upon the supply.

QUESTION—AGEXT GENERAL,
PRIVATE RESIDENCE.

ITon, P. COLLIER asked the Premier: 1,
Have the Government acquired a private re-
sidence in London for the use of the Apent
General? 2, If so, will the Premier lay the
papers relating to the matier on the Table?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Yes, this was
approved Ly Parliament last year. 2, Yes,

QUESTION—ROTTNEST ISLAND
BOARD.
Tlon, W. . ANGWIX asked the Premier:
1, Ts the hoard controlling Rottnest Island
appointed to office by the Government? 2,

How many Ministers of the Crown are mem-
bers of the board? 3, Is a Minister chair-
man of the board? 4, Ts a Public Service
officer secrctary of the board? &, Has the
hoard called tenders, and aceepted same, for
supplies of goods to visitors to, and residents
of the island? 6, Did the board ae-
cept any tender for supply of goods manu-
factured in the Eastern States? 7, If so,
were tenders submitted by local manufae-
turerg at lower rates for such goods? 8, Will
the Premier cause to be laid on the Table of
the House all prices quoted for all goods in
agcordance with the tenders submitted?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Yes. 2, Two.
3, Yes. 4, Yes. 3, No; tenders bave, how-
ever, been called for buildings and furnish-
ings. Tn respect to furnishings, loeal manu-
facture is stipulated wherever possible. [n
respect to supplies, quotations are obtained
from whelesale grocery houses each year when
stocking up in readiness for the tourist sea-
gon, and goods of West Australian manufac-
ture are given preference. Residents, for the
mest part, obtain their supplies from the
mainland, and these are transported to the
istand frec of charge fo consignees. 6, 7,
and 3, Answered by No. 5.

QUESTION—WESTRALIAN
FARMERS, LTD.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIXN asgked the Premier:
1, Has a company known as the Westralian
Farmers, Limited, submitted a proposal te
the Ministry for carrying on all affairs of
State on a commission basis? 2, If not, has
the company submitted any preposal for the
purpose of taking over any of the Govern-
ment business undertakings or trading con-
cerns? 3, If so, will the Premier lay such
propesal on the Table of the House?

The PREMIER replied: 1, No,
3, Answered by Nos. 1 and 2.

P
2, No.

QUESTION—WHEAT BOARD.

Ilan. W. C. ANGWIN agked the Minister
for Agriculture: 1, Did any Minister cause
to have published in the *‘Primary Pro-
ducer'? newspaper of the 21st January, 1921,
over the name of E. G. Stenberg, an adver-
tisement whieh stated ‘Notiee is hercby
given of an election of one representative of
the wheatgrowers in the State of Western

- Austrhlia to occupy a seat on the Australian

Wheat Board’’? 2, Did the advertisement
also state, *'No person is qualified to become
a candidate wiho, at the time of nominatinn,
is a Government wheat acquiring agent. or a
director, officer, or employee of any company,
or any person being such agent’'? 3, Was
the nomination of Mir. 8. J. MeGibbhon re-
ceived and accepted for the position of re-
presentative on the Australian Wheat Board?
4, Was ““The Westralian Farmers, Limited,’’
of Perth, the Government wheat aequiring
agent for the harvest of 1920-212 §, Is Mr.
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8. J. MeUibbon, whose nomination wag re-
«weived and accented, auditor to the eompany
known as the Westralian Farmers, Limited?
6, If so, was Mr. S. J. McGibbon appointed
4o the position of auditor to the Westralian
Farmers, Limited, by the directors or share-
holders, or both those sections of the vom-
pany? 7, Tf so, have the directors or share-
holders power te dismiss an auvditor ap-
pointed by them? 8, If the direetors or share-
holders have power to appoint and dismiss
an auditor on behalf of the company, is not
the person who holds the position of auwditor
an official of the company? 9, If so, what
was the rearon for aceepting Mr. 8, J. Me-
Gibbon's nomination as candidate for the
position of wheat growers’ representative on
the Australian Wheat Board? -

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
replied: 1, Yesa. 2, Yes. 3, Yes. 4, Yes. 5,
Ye¢s. 6, It is understood that My, MeGibbon
was appointed awditor at the annual general
meeting of sharcholders. 7, An auditor might
be dismissed for caunse by resolution at a
general mecting of shareholders. § and 8,
An auditor is not deemed to be an officer of
a eompany within the meaning and intention
of the regulations gazetted 21st January,
1921,

QUESTION—STATE CHILDREN AND
CHARITIES.

Mre. COWAN asked the Premier: 1, Ts
‘therc any reason for withholding the final re-
port of the State Children Department Royal
Commission? 2, If not, will he lay the re-
port on the Table?

The PREMIER replied: 1, No. 2, The
report wag laid on the Table during last ses-
sion,

QUESTION—MINING, LOCAL BOARDS,

My, TROY asked the Minister for Mines:
Having in view the depressed state of the
mining industry and the necessity for
initiating a vigorous and progressive policy,
ig it hig intention to amend the Mining Act
so as to provide for the appointment of
mining boards in goldfield localities?

The MINISTER FOR MTNES replied: The
question of appointing mining hoards to aet
in an advisory capacity only is under con-
sideration.

QUESTION—STATE STEAMSHIP
SERVICE.

My, Bennett's Services.

Mr. UNDERWOOD asked the Minister for
Mines: 1, What work did Mr. Bennett do in
England for the State Steamship Service?
2, What was the cost of sending him to
England? 3, Is he still employed by the
State Steamship Service, and, if so, on what
contditions?

The MINISTER FOR MINES replied: 1,
Mr. Bennett was primarily sent to England
te confer with ship designers in the prepata-
tion of the design of a vessel to suit the
varying requirements of the Western Aus-
tralian coast, both in navigation and in traffie,
as it had bLeen found impossible to properly
instruet the designers in regard to these

.special loeal conditions by correspordence.

His presence in London was also taken ad-
vantage of in gonneetion with the alterations
to the m.s. “*Kangaroo’’ to fit her for the
work laid down for her on and from the
Western Aunstralian coast. 2, The total cost
{including salary) was £977 0s. 64. 3, Mr,
Bennett is still employed by the State ship-
ping service as a part time officer, in the
capacity of superintending engineer, and is
paid £125 per annam for this work,

QUESTIONS (2)—INDUSTRTAL DIS.
PUTES.

v Bread Supply.

Mr, MeCALLUM (South Premantle) [4.50]:
Notice of a question stands in my name on
the Notice Paper, as follows:—

To ask the Promier: In the event ot the
master bakers of the metropolitan area
cartying out their threat of refusing to
supply bread according to the laws of the
State, and, further, in the event of the
workers’ unions agreeing to man the bake-
houses to meet the needs of the puhlic, will
the Government gharantee the workers the
same protection as was extended by the
Government to the proprietor and licensee
of the Esplanade Hotel?

[ draw your attentiom, Siv, to the fact that
this question is not worded as I originally
handed it in, and that it does not convey my
Tull meaning.  The last sentence, which has
been struck out altogether, was as follows—

Even to the extent of armed forecs,
harbed wire entanglements, and if neces-
sary a field ambulance, and the attendance
of nurses! .

I should like to know how it is that this
question does mot appear in the form in
which I gave notice of it?

Mr. SPEAKER: I would draw the hon.
member’s attention to our Standing Orders.
Standing Orvder 106 rends as follows—

If any XNotice contains unbecoming cx-
pressions, the House may order that it
shall not be printed, or it may be expunged
from the XNotice Paper, or amended by
order of the Speaker.

That Standing - Order has been- carried- into =

cffect ever since I have been a member of |
this Chamber. Tt is also supported Dby

f+*May, '’ although no support is needed, he-

cause onr Standing Orders speak for them-

sclves, ‘‘May,” 12th edition, on page 217,

says—

As the Notice Paper is published by
authority of the House, a notice of a
motion or of a question to be put to a
member, eontaining  unbecoming  expres-
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sions, infringing its rules, or otherwise ir-
regular may, under the Speaker’s aunthority
bhe corrected by the clerks at the Table.
These alterations, if it be neeessary, are
submitted to the Speaker, or to the mem-
her who gave the notiee.

That is the reason why the question origin-

ally asked was altered,

Hon. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [4.53]:
May I be permitted, Sir——

Mr. SPEAKER: I cannot allow any de-
bate on this question.

Hoan. P. COLLIER: T am aware that this
iz not the stage when the matter may be dis-
cussed. The whole question, however, turns
upon the interpretation that may be placed
upon the sentence referred to as being an
‘‘anbecoming’’ expression.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member can-
not 2eal with that now. The remedy of the
member for South Fremantle lies in moving
a substantive motion upon this question. I
cannot permit it to be dealt with at this
stage.

Hon. P. COLLIER: It is rather unfor-
tunate that the incident should have arigen
in connection with a new member, who can
hardly be expected to take the extreme step
of moving a special motion dealing with the
matter.

Mr, SPEAKER: Does the member for
South Fremantle ask the question as it
stands on the Notice Paper?

Mr, McCALLUM: T want to know if T
can at this stage give notice to disagree with
the action which has been taken?

. Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member has
the right to give notice of motion that he
will move in the ordinary way, and the mat-
ter will then be open to debaie like any other

gqnestion. T éannot allow ahy debate at this
stage.

Mr. MeCALLUM: May T give notice of
motion?

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes.
~ Mr. MeCALLUM: T will wait until the
remaining questions appearing on the Notice
Paper in my name are dealt with. 1 now
submit the question the subject of my re-
wmarks.

The PREMIER replied: Government pro-
tection will always be extended to any section
of the community illegally oppressed.

Esplanade Holel.

Mr. MeCALLUM  (South
|4.54]: Notice of a question stands in my
name on the Notice Paper as follows:—

To ask the Minister for Mines: 1, What
has heen the eost to the taxpayers of this
State for the police protection afforded the
proprietor and licensee of the Esplanade
Hotel in the recent disputes? 2, Were the
arrangements of the police force at the Es-
planade Hotel, Perth, on Sunday, 26th
June, initiated at the request of any per-

Fremantle) -

son, and if so, who was the person in ques-

tion? 3, Does the Minister approve of the

nge of armed forces in connection with in-

Adustrial disputes, and d@id he sanction the

display of force at the Esplanade Hotel

on the 26th Junc?
I have the same grievance in connection with
this question as I bad in connection with the
other question, It has not been printed in
the form in which I asked it, and it does
not eonvey my full meaning, It has been
altered in paragraph 1 by striking out the
words ‘‘in their efforts to supplant white
labour by Asiatics’’ and inserting "'in the
recent disputes.’’ 'In paragraph 2 the ques-
tion has been altered by striking out the
words ‘‘war-like arrangements, including
armed forces, barbed wire entanglements,
field hospital, and the parading of the police
foree in battle array displayed,’’ and by in-
serting ‘‘arrangements of the police forece.”’
This alteration affects the whale meaning of
the clause so far as the question I desired to
ask is concerned.

Mr. SPEAKER: The question was altered
by me. .

Mr. McCALLUM: Why was it altered?

Mr, SPEAKER: For the same reason that
holds goodl in the case of the other question.

Mr. MeCALLUM: I will ask the questiom
as it now appears on the Notice Paper,

The MINISTER FOR MINES repliedr
1, £43 for sustenance allowance, ., A re-
quest was made for the services of the police
to protect life and property by the proprietor
of the hotel. 3, No. I was absent from town
and was mnot referred to, but the Commis-
sioner of Police is held responsible at all
times, and under zll circumstances, {o pro-
tect the lives and property of His Majesty’s
subjects. From a police point of view, how-
ever, no display was made.

NOTICE OF MOTION,
Amendment of Questions.

Mr. MeCALLUM  (South  Fremantle)
{4.981: I gave notice of anc‘her question
which does not appear at all on the Notice
Paper. This was 2 question I A .sired to ask
of the Premier as follows:—

In view of the frequeney with which
armed forces have of late been called into
industrial dispuntes, is it to Le taken as the
set policy of the Government to take sides
with employers, anid prepare to shoot down
workers who may be in dispute with their
employers?

That question does not appear on the Notice

Paper at all,

Mr, SPEAKER: The other questions given
notice of by the hon. member were amended,
but this question was struck out altogether.

Mr. MeCALLUM: Why?

Mr. SPEAKER: For the reason that T
gave in the other two cases.
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Mr., McCALLUM: I desire to give notice
that at the next sitting of the House I will
move the following motion—

That the Speaker’s action in motilating
and amending notices of questions and
withholding notices of questions from the
Notiee Paper is o wrongful interference
with the rights and privileges of members
of this House.

QUESTION—NOTICE OF MOTION.

Mr. PICKERING (without notice) asked
the Premier: YWl he treat the notiee of
motion, calling for all papers in conneetion
with Millar’s eoncessions, including the per-
sonal file of the Conservator of Forests, as
formal, and lay the papers on the Table of
the House forthwith?

The PREMIER: I have no objection to
treating the first portion of the motion with
regard to the extension of leases to Millar’s
as formal and te laying the papers on the
Table of the House. I have, however, an
objection to producing the personal file of the
Consgervator of Forests unlest upon very good
grovnds indeed. T do not think the personal
file of any officer should be lightly asked for,
or that it shovld be laid on the Table of the
House without good grounds being shown
for so doing.

c
T3ITTING DAYS AND HOURS.

On motion by the PREMIER, ordered,
That the House, unless otherwise ordered,
shall meet for the despatch of business on
Tuesdays, Wednesdays,” and Thursdays at
430 pan, and shall sit anti! 615 pm, if
necessary , and, if requisite, from 7.30 p.m.,
onwards.

GOVERNMEX'T BUSINESS,
PRECEDEXNCE.

On motion by the PREMTER, ordered,
That on Tuesdays and Thorsdays Govern-

ment business shall take precedence of all

Motions and Orders of the Day.

b
COMMITTEES TOR THE
SESSION.

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mitchell
——-North;lm:) [3.34]: T move—

That Sessional Committecs be appointed
as follows:— B

Library Committee—Mr. Speaker, Mr.
Simons and Mr. J. MeC. Smith.

Standing Orders Committee—The Speak-
er, the Chairman of Committees, Mr.
Durack, Mr. Money, Hon. T. Walker.

House Committee—The Speaker, Mr.
Harrison, Mr, Mullany, Mr  O'Loghlen,
Mr. Teesdale.

Printing Committee—The Speaker, Mr.
O’Loghlen, Mr, J. MeC. Smith,

Lommittee.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN (Forrest) [5.4]: As a
member of the late House Committec and
one who has been nominated for a seat on
the new Houge Committee, I would like hon.
members, before the motion is passed, to de-
fine the functions of that Committee. I am
not going to deal with the other Committees,
but with regard to the House Committee, I
waut to emphasise the faet that the pogition
of the members on that Committee is a
very unsatisfactory ome. What T wounld like
the Hounse to do is to give the membera of
the House Committee directions. It js a con-
siderable time since I was first appointed to
the Housa Committee, but I have not been
able to find rules for the guidance of wem-
bers who occupy seats on that Committee.
Apart from the temporary rules.in regard to
the conduct of the dining-room, there is no
set policy under which the Committee can
work, with the result that we have developed
the position that two men control the whole
of the functions of this House.

Mr. MeCallum: Who are they?

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: Mr. President and
Mr. Speaker. I have not been a member of
the Hounse Committee sinee the 12th Marech,
although T was returned unopposed for my
ciectorate, while the Speaker also had a
walk-over. 1 am not guarrelling with
the fact that Mr. Speaker has remained on
the Committee as Chairman, but what T wish
to point ovt is that since the 12th Mareh, the
Committee has consisted of the President
and the Speaker. As T said, T am not
guarrelling with that., You, Mr. Speaker,
may be gnite right, but T am prompted to
ask hon. members to define the functions of
the Committee, and in doing so I bave in
mind a couple of incidents that have taken
place in ecoancetion with the work of the
House Committee, and in regard to whieh I
think all the members of that Committee
should have been consulted. We are told by
Mr. Speaker that this end of the Chamber
to the corridor is under his control, while the
other end of the Chamber, again to the cor-
ridor, is under the control of the President,
and that the Committee -has control of the
corridor and the dining-room, whieh are i
between. If that is right, there is no utiity
in appointing a Mouse Committee, and I
shall refuse to become a member of it. 1t
is ridieulous for a body of men to troop
along once a fortnight to attend meetings
of the House Committee merely for the pur-
pese of passing acconmts. If they are not
going to give effect to members’ aspirations
they should not be appointed to seats on that
Let me quote a couple of inci=
dents which have recently oceurred. As a
member of the Committee I ¢ontend that the
Committee shonld have control not only of
Parliament Honse but the grounds as well
As a matter of fact you, Mr. Speaker, will
recollect that at one time there was a pro-
pusal before us to tear away the fence and
the hedse from around the grounds. It is a
modern idea and a good one to have no re-
strictions in connection with grounds such
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ag these. The only reason why the fence and
the hedge werc not removed was that these
grounds are peculiarly situated; they are
undulating and the grass in consequence is
not too well rooted, and it was feared that
heavy pedestrinn traffic might have the effect
of rendering the ground wpsightly. That was
thke reason why the hedge and the fence were
allowed to remain. During recent months, at
the instance | understand of the Minister for
Works, after consultation with you XMr.

Speaker, the gates have been locked at night.

We are told that alarm clocks are to be in-
stalled to keep the caretaker up to his duaties.
Night after night now the gates around the
Hounse are locked. T suppose the Minister
will advance as & reason sotne trouble that
arese over a former caretaker, and that it
was found necessary to appoint another one.
My contention is, however, that the Worka
Department has nothing whatever to do with
the grounds attached to Parliament House.
In the past hundreds of people living in
West Perth were able to facilitate their walk
to the city by going through these grounds.
Now, however, they are not able to do so
after certain hours, and the locking of the
gates throws an aroma of sugpicion which is
not justified. What arguiment ecan be
advanced for locking the gates, and possibly
following that action by bringing in a curfew
law? If the grounds were extensively used
Ly people who had nro right to use them, I
could understand the restriction, but 1 have
it on the authority of the people who reside
on the grounds that they have never seen one
person within these grounds at aight time
who was not entitled to be there. I suppose
that the Speaker or the Minister for Works
will put forward some supposititions argn-
ments in favour of the locking of the gates.
T, however, fail to sec that there can be any
reason for locking the gates in view of what
the House Committee thought at one
time of deing, namely to sweep away
the fence and the hedges. The locking
of the gates is a foolish proposition,
earried out on the instruetions of a man
who perhaps acted on insufficient evi-
dence.  Another point that I wish to refer to
while the motion is before the House is the
lack of nccommodation for members in this
Luilding. Ewveryone knows that when a con-
stituent comes to sce o member he eannot be
taken into any room so that the business
that may have to be transacted can be dis-
cussed. I recognise that that is not the fanlt
of the Speaker. We should have more accom-
niodation here.  The only room that was
availalle has been given to the Leader of
the Opposition.  No one will quarrel with
that. The Leader of the Opposition is en-
titled to a room, hut the methods adopted by
AMr. Speaker in furnishing that room are open
to ecensure. T do not know whether you, Mr.
Rpeaker, originated the idea, but it does seem
to me that in the expenditure of money in
this building vou make it appear that it is
»our owit monev yvon are spending instead of
that of the country. While T will always
suppart thrift and nscist in the exercise of

eauntion, I have no desire to do anyone an
injustice. We should not go in for tawdry
economy when a deecent thing ean be accom-
plished. Any member who has visited other
Houses of Parliament in Avstralia knows that
ours is a poor old institutien in comparison
with the others,

The Minister for Mines: You have not
seen the President’s room in this House.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: That is all right, but
when it was a question of getting furniture
for the room of the Leader of the Qpposition,
the Speaker did not go to the President’s
room to pinch furniture from it. Would
hon. members approve of such a course?

The Minister for Mines: I think so. I
would pinch some of it

Mr, O'LOGHLEN: The point is that in
furnighing the Leader of the Opposition’s
room, you, Mr. Speaker, robbed our room.
We have g Party room in thia House which,
to-day, is the most inhospitable room in the
Luilding, beeanse we have no furniture in it,
Tt is increasingly necessary for us to attend
there to cope with the nefarious schemes
which are hatched by our opponents, but you,
Mr. SBpeaker, did something there you were
not entitled to do, and T want to know from
the House whether you yourself have the right
to control this end of the building, or whether
you should aet in consultation with the mem-
hers of the House Committee appointed by
Parliament. Tt was wrong to seize the furni-
ture in that room in order to furnish the
room of the Leader of the Opposition. Even
if we have a deficit, are we so stony broke
that we cannot purchase a little furnituref
Must we go to other rooms and steal some
from one and a little from another? Then
again, another room had to be Ffurnished in
this building. T do wvot think it has been
elaborately furnished. At any rate it was
not furnished by buying new furniture. Why
tiot therefore buy new furniture for the room
of the Leader of the Opposition? TIf you, Mr.
Speaker, were go desperately anxious to have
the room of the Leader of the Opposition
furnished hetter than ours, why did you not
go to the President’s room and help yourself
te some of his furniture, or better still
why dil you not take some of the sur.
plus fumiture out of your own room ¥
Where 13 or 20 members have a room set
apart for them in which to transaet their
business, there should certainly be meore than
half a dozen chairs, and it should not be in-
cumbent on them to have to run around
picking up chairs from where they ean be
taken. I again repeat that you, Mr. Speaker,
had no right to rob that room of furniture,
If you wanted to make a good fellow of your-
self you should have robbed your own room.

The Premier: (Or my room.

Mr, OLOGHLEN: Mr. Speaker was not
justified in taking the farniture out of any
room. If he had intended to do a bit of com-
mandeering, he should have consulted the
Committee, and then all the members of it
wotld have been in the joke,
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The Minister for Mines: What is the
‘penalty for taking the furniture from one
room anl putting it into another?

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: My complaint is that
we are following lines of false economy. A
matter of a few pounds would have been
sufficient to do justice to the room of the
Leader of the Opposition, but the Speaker
did exactly the opposite, Perhaps the Speaker
acted with the best motives, hut before 1
accept a seat on the House Committee, 1
would like to receive an eXpression of opinien
from members as to what the functions of that
Committee are to be. Is it intended that the
members of that Committee should eontrol
the buriness of the House? We should have
control over the grounds and over the for-
niture as it is to-day. The Committee shounld
have been emnsulted. Tf there is economy to
be practisedl or if there is expenditure to he
incurred, the Committee should be consulted
in the matter. If not, we should abolish the
Committee, for there will he no necessity
for it. In those circumstances, the Speaker
eould decide what was required from his own
end of the Chamber and the President could
exerciee control at his end of the building
and they coulil decide what was required
right through. T do not intend to labour this
question as it is not a very dignified matter
to discuss on the floor of this Chamber. It
is the ouly opportunity, however, that pre-
gents itself to deal with this matter and, at
the present time, we as a Committee are
shorn of all power. It may be urged that
previous Speakers have adopted the same
practice. That may be right or it may be
wrong, but I have failed to find rules under
which we are supposed to work. They are
not in existence, consequently, we are en-
tirely in the hands of the 8peaker. Mr.
Speaker has closed these gates after consulta-
tion with the Minister for Worke and he has
aeted in connection with the room of the
Leader of the Opposition off his own bat. In
these cireamstances T do not sce the neces-
sity for the House Committee. T ask the
Hous~ to define the position and functions of
the House (Committec.

Mr. SPEAKER [5.17]: As the member
for Forrest has made an attack princip-
ally upon me, before members attempt to dis-
cuss this matter, it may be well for me to
place certain information hefore the House.
T have not departell in amwy one |artienlar,
go far as the control of this House is con-
cerned, from the practice of former years.
The House Committee in the past acted in
exfictly the same way as the House Commit-
tee acta at the present time. The House
Committee controls the vote on the Estimates
which is set ‘lown for the Joint Honse Com-
mittee and they look after the matters con-
neeted with the refreshment rooms, cleaners,
typists, and so on,

Mr. Pickering:
ances,

Mr, SPEAKER: I think that is included
in their funetions as well, We have had

And members’ stamp bal-
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Leaders of the Opposition in this House for
the past 17 years and this js the first time
that ever a Leader of the Opposition had had
a room. The present Leader of the Opposi-
tion spoke to me about the necessity for a
room some two years ago. During the pro-
gress of last session, T realised that he should
have a reom, and after some considerable diffi-
culty T made arrangements whereby he counld
have the room which had been formerly used
for Select Commitiee purposes. I have made
arrangements for future Select Committees
appointed by this House to sit elsewhere. The
President has consented that when the Select
Committee room at his end of the building
is not in use, it will be available for vse by
Committees appointed by this Chamber.
When Seleet Committecs are sitting in both
Houses, T have arranged for a room for our
Committee elsewhere, The furnishing of the
room- which has been provided for the
Leader of the Opposition has’ not yet been

completed.
Hon. P. Collier: Hear, hear!
Myr. SPEAKER: The Leader of the

Opposition knows that is the position. 1
have not removed any furniture from the
room unless it be the chairs which were re-
quired for the accommodation of the public
on Thursday last, the opening day of Partia-
ment, Those chairs are in the bailding, and
if members of the Opposition want to
held a meeting in a room, they can have the
chairs brought ip.

Mr. O'Loghlen: What about the cushioned
chairs and the couch?

Mr. Corboy: That was the only furniture
in the room.

My, SPEAEER: There was nothing taken
out by me, There was only a table and chairs
and a couch in the room. The couch was in
the room for the Leader of the Opposition,

The Premier: That is more than you have
done for me.

Mr. SPEAKER: T do not keow whether
members will agree with me, but I think the
Leader of the Opposition should have a room
and, with considerable difficuity, T arranged
for him to have that room. During the past
17 years, when Leaders of the Opposition
have carried out duties as important as
those of the present Leader of the
Oypposition, no Speaker made any attempt to
supply that want until T took the matter in
hand and provided the room for the member
for Boulder.

Mr, O’Loghlen: You should not have taken
furpiture from the members’ room.

Mr. SPEAKER: The member for Forrest
accused me of stealing. T think that i3 what
he meant by his reference to ‘‘pinching.’’

Mr, O’Loghlen: You know you took the
couch. :

AMr. SPEAKER: We have had the Oppo-
sition room for years and I do not know that
members of the Opposition require & couch
to lic on, when they desire to hold a mesting.
The Leader of the Opposition is hard
worked and has to sit for hours dealing with
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Bills. I do not know if members hold the
same opinign, but I think that he requires
the consideration which has been extended to
him, So far as the locking of the gates is
concerncd, 1 have had numercus complaints
brought wnder my notice. I do not want to
go into any of those ecmplaints at the pre-
sent stage, but I can inform members about
them if they so desire. The complaints, how-
ever, were sufficient to indicate to me that it
was necessary that the gates should be locked.

Mr. Underwood: Who conveyed those com-
plaints?

Mr. O’Loghlen: An elderly garderer who
is not here,

Mr. SPEAKER: The Publie Works
bunildings are controlled by the Minister
and he has a gateway leading in from hia
part of the grounds. 1 asked him if he would
loek his gate as, unless he did so, there was
ne advantage in locking the other gates
around the grounds. At the Water Supply
corner, there is another gate, and I asked
the Minister to close that as well. Regard-
ing the tell-tale clocks, which have been men-
tioned, I have never spoken to the Minister
eoncerning them, but, so far as I know, they
are there in order that the night watchman
may punch the clock at various times during
the night to show that he is walking around
the building and is not asleep. That is all
there is in that aspect. The grounds around
Parliament House are still controlled by the
House Committee.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Why was not the House
Committee consuvlted before the gates were
loeked?

Mr, SPEAKER: I took that matter upon
myself.

Mr. Corboy: That is the complaint which
has been made against you. -

My, SPEAEER: T am not prepared to go
further into the nature of the complaints
which were made to me, but they were suffi-
cient to justify the closing of the gates.

. Mr. Underwood: There was nothing brought

under your notice which should result in that

being doue.

Mr. SPEAKER: Let me give hon. mem-
bers a case in point. The gates are apen from
early in the morning till cight o’clock =at
night. Some six weeks ago I was speaking to
the gardener, when he said he desired to show
me some flowers. He took me to a garden bed
some 14 feet long and 10 to 12 feet wide, and
to his great sorprise there was not a flower
left in the garden bed. They were all picked
and we found one track showing that the
one person had taken every flower in that
garden.

Mr. Corboy: Evidently the person wanted
them or they would not have been taken.

Mr. O’Loghlen: You are not looking at
me, Mr. Speaker, are you?

Mr. SPEAKER: T asked the gardencr how
such a thing could oecur and he pointed out
that the gates were not locked till eight
o’cloek, and that & lot of people could come
in and take them without anyone knowing
about it. That is an absolute fact. Members

arc not about these premises as much as I
am, and they do net know what things are
happening, The locking of the gates was
absolutely justified, and se far as the tell-
tale clocks are concerned, that is a matter
affecting the Public Works Department and
has nothing to do with IParliament House.
The present position of Parliament is ex-
actly the same as that obtaining at the
mother of Parliaments, the House of Com-
mons, and at nearly every Patliament through-
out Australia. The Speaker controls the
Legislative Assembly end and the galleries
and the floor of the House, together with the
corrider and the part of the building behind
the Chamber. The President controls the
corresponding portions of the building at his
end, and the House Committee operate where
there is any money to he spent, and that is
in the refreshment rooms and in conncetion
with those conmcernmed in that work.

Mr. O'Loghlen: And in conneetion with the
grounds. .

Mr. SPEAEKER: Yes, the House Commit-

.tee have always had control of the grounds.

Regarding the gronnds, the member for For-
rest did not exactly state the faets, The
grounds are gazetted as a Class A reserve.
Some arrangements were made by a former
member for Perth whereby nnder a reguola-
tion the Cowvncil was to be handed over 16
feet on the Hay-street frontage, the George-
street frontage, and also the Maleolm-street
frontage. We raised a protest against that,
and two or three years ago we found that
even then they had authority to aet, and the
City Couneil sent men to pull the fences down.
This happened since 1 have been Speaker.
I was at the Perth Public Hospital at the time
and T +told fthe then secretary of the
House Committee to instruet the men to
cease operations at once. I came up te the
House and 1 stopped the men from pulling
the fences Jdown. They were prepared to
drag the fences down without ceremony, but
in any ease the regulation was not carried
out on that oceasion.. The House Committee
are perfectly satisfied to keep the grounds in-
tact.

Ar. U"nderwoed: The City Couneil did not
srnd a man along to improve the condition
of Harvest-terrace.

Mr. SPEAKER: XNo, but they wanted 16
feet of our ground all round the block tfo
make another roadway and yet they have not
spent one shilling on Harvest-terrace in front
of the House. The Government of this State
made Harvest-terrace 17 or 18 years ago and
not one penny has been spent by the Couneil
except that which has been involved in sepd-
ing carts along to rake up the stomes which
become loose, and take them away to erush
for use in other parts of the city. If we
want greater powers, we shonld eurb the
powers of the City Council. T hope the ex-
planation T have made concerning the fur-
nishingr of the room for the Leader of the
Oppesition will be aceepted, but it makes one
feel dubious about helping anyone when, un-
der such circumstances as [ have outlined,
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these eomplaints arise, and the only mistake
I have committed from their standpoint is
taking a eonch from the Opposition room and
placing it in the room of the Leader of the
Opposition.

Mr. O’Loghlen: You might have taken
one out of yowr own room.

Mr, Corboy: Why qdid you not buy one?

Mr. SPEAKER: I did not feel disposed
to buy one.

Mr. Underwood: The Ministerial mem-
bers’ room has no couch in it,

Mr. SPEAKER: That is so, and that is
a bigger room by far. If I remember rightly
I put that conch’in the Opposition room two
years ago for the uge of the Leader of the
Opposition when I realised the work he had
to do.

Mr. O’'Loghlen: It was put there before
you beeame Speaker,

Mr. SPEAKER: Xo, it was not. T think
I put it there. T trust, however, that T have
made the position clear to members,

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mitchell
—Northam) [5.28]: T agree that the posi-
tion of the House Committee should be de-
fined. It is not 2 wmatter for rnles, but I
think it iIs a matter that should bo dceided
by this Honse. The House might well con-
sider the position as it stands to-day. The
position here is not quite as it is elsewhere.
Custom has established a practice which has
been followed. Members should be considered
and Ministers should be considered, just as
the Leader of the Opposition also should be
considered. There is no doubt that this is a
most uncomfortable building. I have a room
and T do not know that [ want any luxury.
T use my room a good deal, as also do Min-
isters, and 1 do not think that if a phote-
graph were taken of that room as it is fur-
nished at present, it would create any great
interest. The people who control the centre
of this building should be satisfiedl. Those
controlling the cooking and dining room de-
serve our very best thanks. This building
and these grounds are within the keeping of
members. I am entitled to ask these com-
mittees to do the work expeeted of them, but
I do not wish to take up that attitude. If
this Committee is to be appoeinted, it shownld
have the power. We cannot say just how the
power should be placed and just what rules
should puide the Committee.

Hon. P. Collier: Why not spend a little
money on furniture?

The PREMIER: 1 think we ought to de-
termine just what the control by the Com-
mittee should bé. Tt would be better to have
rules to govern the situation. The Commit-
tee, at its first meeting, I suggest, might
draw up rules and subnit them to this House
and the House could approve or disapprove
of them. The House, of course, has control,
end I think the House might well define its
wishes very clearly, The comfort of the
Leader of the Opposition and of Ministers,
and of every member, should be considered.
If a Minister wishes to consult the Solicitor

General, e has to borrow the room of the
Clerk or the Clerk Assistant.

Hon. P, Collier: If anycne calls on publie
business we have to take him out into the
street.

The PREMIER: TIf any member wishes to
uso a telephone he has to usc the publie tele-
phone. I ecan quite understand members
wigshing to converse in quiet over the tele-
phone, and to have a room in which they
might interview their constituents, and we
gshould see that these conveniences are pro-
vided.

The Minister for Mines: A When woe have
distinguished visitors and want to entertain
them, we are under an obligation to the
Couneil.

The PREMIER: Then there is the ques-
tion of the proper care of the building. The
Committee, at its first meeting, should draw
up suggestions for the consideration of the
House. Then we could get control such as
the House would understand and approve.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN (Forrest) [5.32]: I
understood you to say, Mr. Speaker, that the
grounds are under the control of the House
Committee. Perhaps it was an oversight on
your part, then, that you did not consult the
Committee before you did that foolish thing
of locking up the gates.

Mr, SPEAKER: I thought it was naot
necessary to consult the Committee ou that
point at all.

Mr, O'LOGHLEXN: 8¢ long as the Com-
mittee can review that matter at its mnext
meeting, and alter it, provided a majority
favours an alteration, I am satisfied. As to
the question of. defining the Committee’s
position, if the memher for Menzies (Mr.
Mullany) had been here to-day, he would
have been even more emphatic in drawing
attention to the unsatisfactory position
which prevails at present.

Mr, SPEAKER: I cannot allow you to
mnke a turther speech.

Mr. O'LOGHILEN: I have nothing more
to add.

Mr. SPEAKER [5.33]}: I regret that
members do not know more ‘about the busi-
ness affeeting the control of the House, This
House ranks as one of the public boildings.
The Public Works Department has a vote for
the repair and upkeep of publie buildings,
and all external work, such as painting and
renovating, comes out of that vote. Six or
seven years ago—the member for Mount
Magnet (Mr. Troy) shouid remember this—
‘when we were gomng through the Estimates,
£200 for furnishing was struck off the vote of
the House Committee. The Minister for Works
put up the case that there was a furnishing
department in the Government atready and
that, if the amount of £200 were struck off,
that department wonld do the furnishing.
Tie House struck off the item on the motion,
T think, of the present Minister for Works
when he was sitting in opposition. I think
the then member for Guildford was the
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Minister in charge at the time. The under-
standing, however, elearly was that the fur-
nishing would be done by the Public Works
furnishing department. Members know that
there is no chance to provide any further
accommodation _in the building for anyone.
Bome years age £15,000 was put on the Esti-
mates to complete this end of the building
and the ameunt was passed by the lHouse.
That was when the iate Hon. Frank Wilson
wasg ‘Ireasurer. Iut unfortunately none of
the moncy was spent, and at the close of the
finaneial year, the vote lapsed. T was on the
Hounse Committec at the time, but was not
the chairman, and I persevered to get that
amount expended, but there was no result.
Members should realise that this building
cannot be altered unless it is continued on
the plans laid down by the architects. I am
pleaged to hear the Treasurcr say that there
is not sufiicient aceommodation. 1 hope he
will place £25,000 or £30,000 on the Esti-
mates now to ]uovldc the add!t:onal aecon-
modation required,

Mr. Troy: [ hope he will not.
Ay, SPEAKER: What could have been
{one for £15,000 at that time will cost

£35,600 now, but T want members to realise
that this is the anly way of improving the
aceommodation of the Ilonse.

Alr. Troy: The Treasurer has no hope of
getting sueh a sum voted.

Questton put and passed.

BILL—SUPPLY (No. 1), £1,640,320.
Standing Orders Suspension.

The PREMIER and TREASURER (Hon.
8ir James Mitchell—Northam) [5.36]: I
move—

That so mueh of the Standing Orders
be suspended as is necessary to enable reso-
lutions from the Committees of Supply and
Ways and Means to be reported and
adopted on the same day on which they
shall have passed those Committees, and
also the passing of a Supply Bill through
all its stages in.one day, and to enable the
business aloresaid to be entered upon and
dealt with hefore the Address-in-reply is
adapted,

Question put and passed,

Message,

Mcessage from the Gowvernor received and
read recommending approplldtloll in eonnce-
tion with the Bill.

Chairman of Commiftees, Eleetion.

The PREMIFER and TREASURER (Hon.
Rir James Mitchel—XNortham) [5.37]:
it will be neeessary to go into Committee
in connection with this authorisation, I have
pleastre in moving—

That the member for Wagin® (3Mr. Stubbs)
do take the Chair as Chairman of Commit-
tees.

Question put and passed.

In Committee of Supply.

The House having resolved into Committee
of Supply, My, Stubbs in the Chair,

The CHATRMAN: I desire to thank hon.
members for the honour they have conferred
upon me in placing me in this position. I
shall endeavour to do my Quty to the hest of
my ability, and I hope that I shall give satis-
faction to hom. members,

The PREMIER and TREASURER (Hon.
8ir James Mitehell—Northam): Before pro-
ceeding to deal with this Bill I am reminded,
by a notice which appears in this morning’s
paper, of the death of a man who, not long
sinee, stood in the Parlizment of Queensland,
as I stand here to-day, asking for Supply. I
refer to the death of Mr. Ryan. Though we
differed very widely in our pelitics, T must
say that I knew Mr, Ryan as a man possessed
of a very charming personality. T noticed
that Sir Joseph Cook, in speaking of Mr.
Ryan, said, '*I shall always think of him as
a generous and able politieal opponent.’’ Alr,
Ryan, though a comparatively young man, had
been in publie lifec for some time, chiefly in
Queensland. As I stand bere to-day, I can-
not but rezlise how short life is, and how
death is ever amongst us. In presenting this
Bill, I must express regret that the finaneial
position is mot brighter. I shall explain to
the Committee preeisely the diffieulties which
have confronted ng, and I shall do so at much
greater length than usual hecause of the pre-
sence of so many new members, T wonld
like to point out, particularly for the benefit
of new members, that our system of stating
revenue and expenditure is wrong. What we
claim to be revenue is, in reality, not revenue
at all. We include as revenne £3,7538,689
from business undertakings, which is included
in our total collections of £6,78%,563, but to
earn the former amount it cost us in working
expenses £3,145,175, and in interest on in-
vested money £1,300,000, a total of £4,445,175,
or £686,456 more than the revenue produced,
s0 that we would have been £G86,436 better
off if we had not had these husiness con-
corns,

Hon., W, C. Angwin:
from the railways.

The PREMTER: Yes. Our revcoue, there-
fore, should be really shown as £2,543,534
less loss on these concerns, £686,486, so that
our elear revenue ought to be reduced to
£2157,048.

Hon, W. . Angwin: You do unot want to
do that. This is a new argument you are
putting up.

The PREMTER: Tt is not an argument. 1
am mere]y stating the pomhon and T regret
that in deing so F am irritating the hon.
member.

Hon. 'P, Collier: You will not impress new
members with that.

Hon. W. (. Angwin: You are getting very
hard up for exeuses.

Most of that comes
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The PREMIER: I am making no excuses.
The Government are dding their Dbest in
order to make pay the services which the hon.
member and his colleagues controlled a few
years ago, and I have no need to make any
excuses, 1 wonld like to point out that the
ordinary revenue of the State is sufficient for
ordinary expenditure. Our trouble last year,
and for some years, has heen the loss in-
curred on invested momey. We have bor-
rowed an enormous sum of money which T
consider bLas been well invested, but owing
to the depression which has prevailed, we
lost last year £686,000 on money invested
largely in business concerns.

Hon, T. Walker: But chiefly the railways.

The PREMIER: The important thing is te
give consideration to the faet that our loss
is in ecomnection with invested money.
Most of the loss is in connection with the
railways. If we are looking for ways of
straightening out this trouble, it is right that
we ghould turn to the proper guarter. I am
asking for the usual authority of two months’
supply based on the expenditure of last year,
plus an allowance for the increases in salaries
and wages., When T introduced the IEsti-
mates last vear, I foreeasted, as hon. mem-
bers will see on referring to ‘‘Hansard,”’ a
deficit of £399,413, arrived at in this
way: For ordmarv "collections I estimated
£2 706,036, and for ordinary expenditure
£] 131,239 leaving a surplus under this head
of £968, 797, From business undertakings T
expected to eollect £3,733 826, and in that
connection to expend £2,831,749, on which
basis there would be under that heading a
surplus of £902,077, irrespective of ‘interest
and sinking fund, of course. From trading
concerns I expeeted £166,542. The net trans-
fers to revenue, therefore, would have totalled
£2,037,416. That is revenue which might be
useld to meect the eharges under speecial Acts,
and interest and sinking fund. I estimatel
that on this expenditure would be £2,436,829,
and that thus the year would show a defieit
of £399413. 1 shall state in & moment just
what we adid get under the various headings.
It is true that on ordimary account we re-
ceived a revenue execeding our estimate by
£137,498. That excess of revenue was due
to increases from taxation, amounting to
£150,358, and that ordinary expenditure ex-
cecded our estimate by £177,314, owing to
increases of wages and salaries of Govern-
nient employees under awards and agrecments
made after the Estimates had been framed.
The figures do not, of course, cover the addi-
tional expenditure in connection with business
undertakings and trading concerns as well as
the Railway Department. The actual results
achieved were these, and T wish them
to be specially noted. I have said that T
estimated there would be under ordinary
collections a surplus of £968,797. We col-
lected as ordinary revenue £2,843,534. Our
ordinary expenditure was £1,914,553, leaving
a surplus of £028,981, or approximately
£40,000 less than I estimated. From busi-
ness  undertakings we collected £3,758,689,

and the expenditure in conneetion with these
undertakings was £3,145,175. This left us
a surplus of £613,514, Taking this £613,514 -
surplus which we aetually received, as against
the £902,000 surplus which we expeeted to
have available, hon. members will see there
is a difference of, roughly, £298000—which
is really the difference between the naectual
deficit for the year and the deficit estimated.
Trading concerns gave us £1§7,342, makine
a total surplus of revenue of £1,72%.537. Our
payments under special Acts, pavients over
whieh we of course lkave no vontrol, tofail~d
for the year £2,416,563, or about £20,0°0 l-ss
than I had anticipated; and the actnal defi-
cit was £687,726, The excess of the ari-al
deficit over that estimated, of £287.090, is
almost covered by th- railways shortn ¢ of
£273,000. That is to say, we veceiveid from
the Railway Department £273.000 less than
they expected to give ve, the shortnge being
largely (ue to circumstances whieh [ <hall
refer to speeially. However, that is the noint
to be considered. I have stated the princival
reason why last year’s cstimate was not rea-
lised. The failure was due in a considerable
measure to the strike, and then to the hkeavy
falling-off of railway traffic .during the last
four months of the year.

Hon, W. C, Angwin: Due to too hizh
way rates.

The PREMIER:

Hon. W. C. Angwin:
not travel,

The PREMIER: The followi mp: is a rom-
parison of railway estimates and results: rev-
cnue, estimated £2,723,000, actual £2,658,611,
or a shortage of £136,380; excnditure. esti-
mated £2,188.800, actwal £2427,073, or an
excess of £237,275; making a total shortaze,
as compared with th-;- estimate, of E£27% '4.
Of course this is dne very largely ‘o in-
ereased wages and salaries paid.

Hon. P. Uellier: You covered that ive-en-c
by inereasing railway rates.

The PREMIER: No. I have tol t!e hon.
gentleinan that, notwithstanding the ire-raszs
in railway rates, we received E£36,D loxg
than we anticipated. T mav just point ont
too, for the infermation of ho=. memhers,
that as the result of increases in waqes and
salaries dwring the last few years the fov-
ernment are now paying £837,000 per apnum
more than they paid previously.

Mr, MeCallum: Ts that one year's in-
crease ]

The PREMIER: Tf is two yrars’ in-
ereases, but it i1s an actual charge. This
year we are paying it, and next year we
shall - ke paying it  Ix- the- Roibwars

vail-

Too high railway rates?
Yes. People will

in 191920 there swere increases wmler
this  head totalling £230,000, and in
1920-21  there were Amilar  inereases
totalling £300,000. This year, therefore,

., the Government are paying £550,000 more

in wages and galaries than they paid in 1918-
19, and next year they will also be paving.
£550,000 more than was paid in 1913-19,
That is the position. [n Tact, includinz all
business undertakings and trading coneerns,



42 [ASSEMBLY.]

the Governmeut are now paying £837,000
* morr in wages and salaries than was paid in
191%.19.

Mr. Troy: Bat the charges have been pro-
portionately increased.

The PREMIER: I have explained to the
Committee that rotwithstanding the compul-
sory increage in railway rates, we have re-
ceived less money than we antlclpated

Mr, Troy: Of course. That is always the
ease,

The PREMIER: We paid away the
money which the Arbitration Court fixed
as wages. That went. But we did not get
the larger returns from the increased freights.
The failure to realise that inerease in returns
wap not due to the raiging of the freights;
there was not the business to be done.
To anyone who argues that the Government
ean pay largely inecreased wages and salaries
without increasing charges, I answer tha.
that cannot he done. Would hon. membera
argue that the Government can impose a
special tax to cover the loss on State trading
concerns? Would they argue thus?

Hon. P. Collier: You want to turn the
gvstem upside ‘down,

The PREMIER: 1t is upside down now, 1
guppose?

Hen. P, Collier: There is mo doubt about
that. Tt is chaos from one end to the other.

The PREMIER: I thought the hon. mem-
ber was referring to the earnings.

Hon. P. Collier: 1 was referring to the
railways.

The PREMIER: It is very easy to make
statements such as the hon, gentleman has
made. I am no railway expert, but I think
owr railways are as well yun as are those
of any other Australian Sfate. T have told
the Commitiee that the Government esti-
mated an ordinary expenditure for the year
of £1,737.239. whereas the- acteal expendi-
ture was £1,914,533, or an excess of £177,314,
due principally to increased rates of pay
granted after the Annual Estimates had been
framed. T am sorry to produce S0 many
figures. )

Hom. P. Collier: They are gquite clear.

The PREMIER: Yes; they are quite elear,

Hon, P. Collier: Fspecially to new mem-
bers.

The PREMTER: If they are not clear v
the hon. member, T will give him a copy of
my figures. The ordinary revenne was esti-
mated to produce £2,706,036, and the actual
revenue amounted to £2,843.554, or an excess
of £137,518—due to the fact that income tax
produced £39,320 more than estimated, and
dividendd duty £99,969 and tntalls.'ltor tax
£7 447 ahove the re«spectwe estimates.

Hon. P. Collier: You are great on direct
taxation.

The PREMIER:
was a decrease of £22,593, As regards direct
taxatien we have mot excecded the proposals
of my hon. friend when he was sitting over
here. There is still a considerable measure ot
prosperity among a great many of ounr peo-

On probate dnty there

ple, with the result that they pay on higher
profits and larger incomes than they paid on
previously.

Hon, P,
rates,

The PREMTER: The fact of the Arbitra-
tion Court increasing the salaries and wages
of Government employees by a total of
£800,000 per annum has brought under the
notiee of the Commissioner of Taxation many
people who mever came there before.

Hon. P. Collier: Tou brought the basic
wage earner under his notice,

The PREMIER: T did nothing of the
kind,

Hon. P. Collier: ‘Well, your party did.

The PREMIER: Ny,

Hon. P. Collier: Before you got in.

Mr., MeCallum: The girl getting 13s. a
week and her keep comes under the notice of
the Commissioner of Taxation.

The PREMIER: Let me say that I did
not impose that partienlar tax.

Hon, P, Collier; That was done in the days
when the present Premier was in opposition
with us, when he was in good company.

The PREMIER: When he was with you
he was in bad company, and when he was
with you he proposed this taxation,

Hon. P. Collier: That was not done by
yvour colleague, Tt was dome by your im-
mediate predecessor, when you were in op-
position with us.

The PREMIER:
like the company.

Hon. P. Collier:
right.

The PREMIER: This is a statement of
the position apart from the business under-
takings. I have endeavoured to show that
the loss is due entirely to the business under-
takings. All I said we would get as revenue
we did get as revenne, and all T said we
would spend has been expended. There is
very little difference between the amount 1
said we would receive as revenne and ths
amount we actually received, and there is
very little difference between the ameount 1
gaid we would expend and the amount that
we actually expended. Turther, T say that
the latter difference is due entirely to extra
amonnts paid to Government employees in
the form of increased salaries and wages.
Even my hon. friend opposite got no nearer
in his estimates. I have paid away more
than T estimated; I admit that; but that has
been due to inereases in wages and salaries
granted after last year’s Estimates had been
framed. I have received £137,000 more than
I anticipated, and that faet was due to
people paying more taxes because they made
more money. I hope hon, members will re-
alise that the position as I have stated it is
absolutely correct. The actual loss on the
railways for the last financial year, including
interest and sinking fund, amounts to
£504,964, The expenditure was £2427,075,
the interest £716,500, and the sinking
fund £140,000, or a total of £3,283 575,
whereas the revenue was  £2 688,611,

Collier: No, You increased the

Apparently I did not

The company was all
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leaving a deficit of £594,964 I think
the Houge should know that we have
to pay sinking fund on the amount invested
- in the railways, and that the House ought
to know just what the result is. I wish to
point out why more revenne has not been re-
ceived. Included in the railways are the
other business eoncerns, on which was ex-
pended £3,145,175, while the estimated in-
terest and sinking fumd amounted to £1,300,
000, or a total of £4,445175. The revenue
was £3,758,689, leaving a debit balance of
£686,436, which, of course, is the deficit of
to-day. When hon. members are consider-
ing what ought to be done in view of the
state of the finances, will they please give
earnest consideration to this invested money?
Because when relief comes it must come
through that quarter. Of course we could
temporarily arrange to reduee our deficit,
but what we have to look for is & permancnt
cure,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: You should have kept
it down year by year. ;

The PREMIER: It has not inereased much
since the hon. member’s time,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Only from one million
to five millions.

The PREMIER: XNo. My hon. friend
raved the way. However, we must be quite
fair. Let us accept the position as it is,
and see just what is the cause. It is not
a question of who did it. It is not a ques-
tion of who caused the war.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: But it is a question
of relieving the difficulties of to-day.

The PREMIER: If my friend will order
that all sirikes cease, we shall soon get re-
lief. ’

Hon. P. Collier: You made no bones about
who was respousible when we were there. T
have some of your own words to quote.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: Sg have I.

The PREMIER: We could have stood the
loss of extraordinary revenue, and the year
would bave balanced as I estimated. The
railways, as usnal, counted on greatly in-
creased revenue during the second six months
of the year. Up to the 31st December, after
the department had revised its.estimates in
consequence of the wages award and the in-
crease of rates, it estimated a revenue of
£1,300,000. Actuvally it received £233 more
than that. The department estimated to ex-
pend £1,134,000, and it actnally expended
£213 more than that. So it will be seen that
the department’s estimates were pretty close.

Hon. P. Collier: That was the latest esti-
mate?

The PREMIER: Yes, that was the revised
estimate. TFor the six months from the 1st
Jamiary to the 30th June the JQepartment
estimated to receive £1,675,000, and actually
received only £1,388358. That was due to
no fault on the part either of the Commis-
sioner or of the department. The expendi-
ture for that period was estimated at £1,305,
800, and the actual expenditire amounted to
£1,202,862. At the end of TFebruary it was

anticipated that the £152,000 loss of revenue
due to the strike would be picked up. That
anticipation appearcd to be felly justified,
because the seeond halt of the year is always
the better half.

" Hon. P. Coliier: That was not the actual
losa?

The PREMIER: Xo, that was the loss of
revenue.  But, instead of this resuit being
achieved, the revenune fell by approximately
a further £130,000 short of the revised esti-
mate. " In other words, we received less by
£280,000 than was anticipated by the de-
partment in the last four months of the vear.
Let me guote the Commissioner’s own words
ag follows:—

Due to industrial trovble, trade depres-
sion, partial closing down of flour mills,
and a deeline in mining and sandalwood
production . During the last 10
wecks of the financial year, a sudden and
altogether unexpected reduetion in traffic
occurred.

We all know that there has besn vonsiderable
trade depression.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Yes, did they not
close down the flonr mills?

The PREMIER: The flour wmills contri-
butedd a little.  There are many other
canses, Money has heen very tight, business

men have been redueing their stocks, people
have® not been buying freely. Most people
are out on strike against buying. They ex-
pect prices to fall, and so trade is not heing
done. The merchant and the country store-
keeper all along the line are redueing stocks.
And they are very wise in doing so, beeause
it will have a2 good effect when we get over
the struggle. Trade has very largely stopped.

Hon, P, Collier: All this after five vears
of National government!

The PREMIER: Tt would be as sensible in
me to laud the Teader of the Opposition for
the prosperity of two yenrs ago as it is for
him to blame me for the trouble of to-day.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: Yon almost blamed
your collcague for the war.

The PREMIER: T agree that nothing wise
ever comes from that side of the House, no
mafter who may be sitting there.

Hon. P. Collier: Tt is the cnvironment.

The PREMIER: When T was interrupted
by the hon. member, T was about to tell the
House that, in addition to ordinary trade
depression, we have lost by the c¢losing down
of many industries, ineluding lend and cop-
per mining, by the reduetion in the output
of gold, and by the fact that wool is almost
unsaleable. - The wonder is that the position
is not worse.

Hon, P. Collier: Of course it is!

The PREMIER: Economy has been prac-
tised in the departments; but in the Railway
Department you ecanuot make ecouomies re-
act ag quickly as your trade falls. No man
could have foreseen that the trade was going
to fall off as it did. During the last four
months of the financial year the trade, par-
ticularly the high-priced trade, dropped to
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nothing, The Commissioner could not have
foreseen it; no man could have foreseen it.
The Commissioner has endeavoured to effect
econamies. In March 488,000 train miles were
run, and in June 358,000 train miles were run.
But, of courss, the saving on this 133,000
train miles will not be so very great, because
the overhead cxpenses remain.

Mr. Corboy: Tt causes a lot of diseom-
fort to the passengers. .

The PREMIER: The overhead ¢harges
remain, and while the Commissioner may
save half or one-third of the cost of train
miles by this climinated mileage, the saving
will not be so very great after all

Hon, T. Walker: Then why bother?

The PREMTER: We must bother. You
call out for economies, and when we effect
cconomies, you ask, ‘“Why bother?’’ When
we make a reduetion in railway traffie, it
means that we are ecurtailing ome of the
facilities for trade, for the department pro-
vides faciliticn for people who do the trade.
Recently a merchant asked me why we do not
.knock off the railway service. T said ‘“We
cannot do that, for we are providing facili-
ties for trade'” If it was suggested that we
ent off a part of the line which runs to Al-
bany, or part of the line which rans to the
goldficlds, I say we cannot do it. That ought
to bhe remembered. No doubt the British
coal strike helped to redmee the shipping
trade to Fremantle. There has been a tre-
mendous falling off in the shipping tonnage,
in consequence of that strike, However, the
coal strike is now over. I am only stating
the position as it is. T am not seeking to
make excuses; T am merely telling the House
what has happened. The wheat at country
sidinga ought to have been earried, and no
doubt it will soon be carried, sinee the ships
are now coming back,

Hon. P. Collier: Is that the wheat going
to Germany cheaply?

The PREMIER: T do not know that any
wheat is going to Germany cheaply. The
Ainister for Agriculture will be able to tell
the hon, member all ahout that. Whilst hon.
members seem to be disinclined to accept the
statements I have made, I want them to dis-
prove those statements, if they can. T can
almost hear the member for North-East Fre-
mantle telling me how they did it in 1916,
He got me on the last oceasion, because T
had not the fipures with me, but I have them
stowed away this time, all ready for him.

Rittiva suspeaded from 6.15 to 7.30 p.n.

The PRIEMIER: There is one other matter
I max uention in connection with forestry.
Tnder, the Act which we passed 214 years
ago, the t‘imservator of Forests receives three-
fifths of the net revenue; that is to say,
three-fitths of the revenue after deducting
the expenses incurred in connection with
forestry for the vear. This year we received
£75000. The expenditure was just under
£20,000, whieh laft £55,000 to be divided. On
the hasis T have mentioned, £33,000 went to

the Conservator of Forests and the remaiun-
ing £22,000 was puid into revenue. TIn the olil
days, of course, the full £55,000 wounld have
gone into revenwe. We have spent an en-

ormous amount of money during the
past 215 years in connection with our
forests, and apparently the total rev-
enue received from the forests iy

about £136,000, while the expenditure bhas
totalled £108,000, leaving a balance of
some £48,000. Notwithstanding that such
large sums have been collected, and paid into
the special account on which the Counservator
of Forests operates, there is now a balance of
about £5,780 at the Treasury. I do not
know just what has been done with the
money which has been expended in connce-
tion with the forests, but it is an enormous
sum to be spent on forestry in so short a
time. I mention this point because this
money is taken away from the revenue,

Hon, P. Collier: There is a lot of legway
to make up in regard to our forests, and the
work naturally costs money.

The PREMIER: Only time will restore our
forests and replace the timber which has been
taken out, It is for the House to consider
whether this expenditure is warranted in the
way in which it is being expended. I do mot
know what is being done. I do know that
the House approved of the working plan in
connection with the improvements of our
forests, but the sum of money involved is a
large one, and T think the House should take
into consideration whether this money should
be expended without a direct vote by Parlia-
ment. I have dealt with the revenue state-
ment, and I want to say something regarding
the loan position,

Hon. P. Collier:
the deficit?

The PREMIER: T have got more than the
hon. member is ever likely to want.

Hon, P. Collier: You will require a lot con-
sidering the way you have started this month,

The PREMIER: As I bave already ex-
plained, that is due, to a large extent, to the
wages and salaries we have to pay now. I
might mention that the public debt as at the
end of the last finaneial year was £49,039,667,
while the sinking fund has increased to
£7,041.564. The net public debt, therefore,
is £41,398,103, The increase in the publie
debt fm the vear amounted to £2,21766¢,
and the sinking fund during the year was
increased by £792,738,

Hon. T. (‘ollier: You
wonderful virtue in that.

The PREMIER: We are entitled to men-
tion it when we are on this side of the House,
although I admit it may Jook very different
to those sitting on the Opposition side, I
wich members to understand that if we have
gone to the Dbad on one side of the ledger,
we have gone to the goed on the other side.
The expenditure last year was devoted almost
entirely to land settlement and development.
The sum invelved totalled £2,586,433, and
of that £1,694,582 was speut in  con-
nection with land settlement and development

Have you enongh to meet

seem fto find
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in particular. In addition, a considerable
amount of money was spent in connection
with the metropolitan water supply and sew-
erage, harbours, electricity supply, and on
water supplies for towns. A great proportion
of this money pays interest directly to the
Treasury. Some of the maney invested, total-
ling £157,233, relates to the trading concerns,
and that is net very profitable. About
£241,000 of that amount.has been spent on
work that may not be directly interest pro-
dueing. Hon. members will remember that
we floated a loan in London in Januvary, 1920,
for 11 million pownds. From that lpan
we paid £318,000 to redeem Treasury bills
intl+ded in the ginking fund some years pre-
viously. They were issued in the time of the
member for North-East Fremantle.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: XNo, they were not;
they were issued by Connolly.

The PREMIER: They were issned in the
hon. member’s time,
Hon. P. Collier:
and ctraightforward.

The PREMIER: T am c¢onvinced it was
solid and also straightforward, and, I will
add, on the whole, wisely spent.

Hon, P, Collier: I am glad to hear you
refer te it in that way now.

The PREMIER: I have always said that.

Hon. P. Collier: I don’t think that is so.

The PREMIER: Well, I will say it was
unwiszly spent, sceing that I cannot please
You any way. In any ease the money I have
referred to was used to redeem the Treasury
bills T have mentioned.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: When did you re-
deem those Treasury bonds the Agent Gen-
erpl fixed up for you?

The PREMIER: T will inform the hon.
member on that point in due course, We have
just raised another loan in London amount-
ing to two million pounds on Treasury bills
at 51% per eent. discount plus 3a. per £100 as
intercst.  That means that the intercst will
come to semething less than six per cent. on
the total amount. That is very satisfactory,
particularly seeing that the term is short.
Something was said regarding the authority
to horrow. I have authority to borrow
£5,366,000. Members may inquire as to what
has been done with the two million pounds
J bave just referred to. The leader of the
Opposition has referred to the fact that there
is an overdraft in London on account of the
sinking fund amounting to £630,000, cover-
ing the sinking fund for threc or four vears
ago. That has been recouped out of the two
nillicn pounds. Then we have an overdraft
of £1.175,000 on the general account, These
two jtems will practically eat up the whole
amount. Of the 3% million pounds we have
borrowed, we have paid just over a million
rounds off our indebtedness. The leader of
the Opposition desires to know what is tha
cach position. We have altogether in the
State to-day about £1,600,000.

Hon. P. Collier: That will last you for a
fow montha, )

Our borrowing was solid

The PREMIER:
long.

The Minister for Mines: Tt will see us
through the wet weather, at any rate.

The PREMIER: Members will agree that
we have been spending a lot of lean moncy
just at the present stage.

Hon. P. Collier: You have not got the
wmioney to de it. Tt is taking all the loan
money to meet the defieit,

The PREMTER: No, very little of it is
going in that dircetion. The deficit seems to
trouble the hon. member quite unnceessarily.

Hon. P. Coltier: If it would trouble the
Premier a little bit more we might have less
Lo bother about,

The PREMIER: I am troubled about the
deficit whieh the hon. member’s Government
incurred some years ago.

Hon. P. Collier: TYou are always living in
the past.

The PREMIER: As a matter of fact I
am dealing now with the deficit of the leader
of the Opposition. .

Hon. P. Collier: Come down to to-day.

The PREMIER: I am quite willing to o
so, but when the member for North-East
Fremantle was in office the deficit was less
than £500,000.

Hon, W. £, Angwin:
keep it down,
doing.

The PREMIER: We are not endeavonr-
ing to hide the position as it is at the pre-
sent day.

Mr, Underwood: Neither is somcone ¢lso
able to keep down the deficit, )

The PREMIER: We do not pretend to
be doing that. We admit the position as w:
find it.

Hon. P. Collier: It is so monumental that
you eannot hide it.

Mr. Underwood: That is so.

The PREMIER: I do not know whether
the financial genius who has just interjected
could do better, but I doubt it. I have al-
ready tried to explain how the deficit has
been arrived at,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: If the Labour Party
had been left in office I am confident that
there would not have been the deficit of to-
day. There would noi have heen half of
the deficit.

The PREMIER: It is more likely that it
would have been 10 millions. It is certain
that it would have been very much heavier
than it is to-day, Does the hon. member know
that where he paid 99. a day in wages, we
have to pay 13s. 4d.7 L

Mr. O'Loghlen: And you get double fares
and freights on the railways and up ge
charges in conneetion with public utilities as
a whole.

The PREMIER: It means very little.

Yes, but not for very

We were trying to
That is more than you are

Mr. O-‘Loghlen: Every award which is
made means an inerease in the fares and
freights.

The PREMIEER: I eannot make the hon.
member understand the position.
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The Minister for Mines: It should be re-
membered that £90,000 represents retrospee-
tive pay which can never be eaught up.

Hon. P. Collier: You are chasing it very
hard.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Yes, every time an award
is made, up go the fares and freights.

The PREMIER: As I was saying, we have
£1,611,000 in cash in the State. OQf that
amount £630,000 is represented by moncy in
the Savings Bank, and lodged there by the
peeple of this State. We have sufficient,
therefore, to carry on for the present. Then,
owing to the wise provisions made by the
member for North-East Fremantle, we will
receive o considerable amount of money
throvgh the Industries Assistance Board. It
will be quite patent to members who kmow
anything ahout the country that we have
spent a lot of money on preparatory work in
conneetion with the land. We have classified
a large aren of land for pastoral Ieases in
the North-West, and that has meant a con-
siderable expense. In addition, we have
elassified a great deal of land in the South-
‘West portions of this State, nof in the wet
South-West but east of the present wheat
belt. A good deal of the momey spent on
the surveys will be reconped in the end. In
order that we may not waste very much time
in discussing the finances o¢n the present
Supply Bill, [ wish to tell hon. members that
I hope to present the Budget during the first
week in September. The Estimates are now
being prepared, and I hope that these Esti-
mates will show that we can get considerably
better results from the railways in the
future. We must be fair to the Commis-
sioner. He experienced many unfortunate
happenings over which he had no control. I
hope there will be no strike during this year
and that there will be more work for the
railways to do. Something will be saved by
the amalgamation of the Federal and State
Taxation Departments. I hope, too, that
there will be some saving in administration.
Bit by bit the administration is being tight-
ened up and savings are being effected. It

will be said by some members that the Edu- -

eation vote has been increased. Al I can
say is that the inerease in the vote represents
inereased salaries.

Mr. Underwood: And a whitewashing Com-
mission.

The PREMIER: The hon. member him-
self went to the Commission and gave evi-
dence.

Mr.

Underwood: They whitewashed mo;

too.
The PREMIER: Thank God for that!
The Minister for Mines: Someone suggested
that they ought to have tarred and feathered
you.

The PREMTER: The incerease in the Edn-
cation vote is due to the increase in salaries
and to the opening of country schools, and
not to any new departere in connectiont with
the department. :

Mr. Underwood: That is why you are
building a new gymmnagium in West Perth.

The PREMIER: I know nothing about
that.

Mr. Underwood: But I do.

The PREMIER: I had hoped te end the
finaneial year with a defieit of £400,000, and
if we had achieved this, we would have done
well. Why we did not accomplish that was
{Ine, as I bave explained, to the loss on in-
vested money and to unfortunate happenings
over which we had no control. We must re-
member that nearly every industry has curtailed
operations during the last few months. We
have expended less money on publiec works
than ever before, and side by side with this
we have to remember that there is work for
everybody to do. I do not say that there is
work at Kalgoorlic for all the gold winers
who desire that kind of work, or in Perth for
all the builders who desire that class of work,
but there is work in the country, and I have
endeavoured, as I told the House last year 1
would do, to provide work for all, I think
I may fairly claim that the whole of the
people in this State are more continuously
employed than are those in any other State.
Here there is opportunity; we are develop-
ing:

Mr. O’'Loghlen: . There is a big number of
unemployed for whom nothing but unsuitable
work is offering.

The PREMIER: T have already pointed
out that we cannot provide work for gold-
miners when there is no mining going on or
work for carpenters when there are no build-
ings being crected, but T do claim that we
ecan and do offer work in other directiona.
We have devoted our attention to this ques-
tion and I think with some mcasure of sne-
cess. I hope the Committee will grantk this
supplv, T have asked for two months Sup-
ply, Dbecause I hope to get the Estimates
passed hefore very long.

Hon. P. COLLTER (Boulder) [7.48]: Be-
fare proceeding to discuss the subjeet before
the Committee, I wonld like to join with the
Premier in expressing my .leep regret at the
sad death of Mr, Ryan. It was only a few
weeka ago in Melbourne that T had the privil-
ege of converaation with Mr, Ryan. He was
then in robust health, diligently applvine
himself to his Parliamentary duties. T think
it can be said, regardless of' any politieal
differences which might be hell by members
of this House. that the late Mr. Rvan was a
prominent and conspieuous figure in the public
life of Australia during the last eight or nine
years, He was a man equipped with excep-
tional endowments; he was a big, kind-
hearted Awstralian whose passing will be a
great loss to the publie life of this conntry.
I am sure members—and partienlarly the
new members—will feel indebted to the Pre-
mier for all the trouhle he haz taken tn en-
lighten them on the various aapects of fin-
ance. The Premier poured out colnmns of
figures, all with the purpose of making the
financial situation perfectly clear to mew
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members, until, I am sure, they must feel
somewhat bewildered.

The Premier: You can inform them now,
can’t you?

Hon. P. COLLIER: The Premier juggled
with figures in a wizard-like fashion. He
turned them wupside down, inside out and
round about, always with the object of en-
deavouring to demonstrate that the financial
position of the State is due entirely to cir-
eumstances over which the Government had
no control. While the Premier was thus
hardling his figures and always returning to
the same point, T was reminded of the lines
of Omar Khayam—

Myself when young did eaperly frequent
Doctor and Saint, and" heard great argu-
ment
About it and about, but evermore
Came out by the same door as in T went.

That seems to just about sum up the sitna- .

tion,

The Premier: Better than going owt by
the back window,

Hon. P. COLLIER: After all the Pre-
mier’s bandling of fignres, he left the situa-
tion exactly where he found it, that is with
that door wide open through which the de-
fieit has heen passing week by week, month
by month, and year by year. TFirst of all,
I desire to take the earliest opportunity of
protesting awainst the delay in calling Par-
linment together. This is characteristic of
the haphazard lackadaisieal way in which the
business of the State is being econducted.
Seeing that the last session clored in the
widdle of Deceriber and that the general
clections were held on the 12th Mareh, four
or five months ago, there is no reason what-
ever why the House should not have been
called togcther before the end of Jone.

The Minister for Mines: New members
wanted time to read things up.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The Minister appar-
ently is judging the diligenee of new mem-
bera by his own; they did not require time
to read things up, because they had read very
diligently the specches made by Ministers
on the hustings and so had a good grip of the
whole situntion. T want to remind the Pre-
mier that when his eolleague, the Minister
for Mines, was leader of the Labour Gov-
ernment, it was our praetice to meet the
House every year and ask for Supply before
we had exhausted the anthority which Tar-
liament had granted.

The Premier: Not'in 1912,

Hon. P. COLLIER: Tn every year exeept
one.

Hon. W, C. Angwin:
the 27th June.

Hon. P, COLLTER: .And in every year
except 1913, Tn that y»ar we counld not he
expected to meet Parliament too early seeing
that the axe of excention was awaiting ns.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: And the previons
session did not close until March. -

Tn 1912 we met on

Hon. P. COLLIER: In that year we met
in July. There is no reason why Parliament
should not have been called together in June
of this year. Now that we are commencing a
new Parliament, it would be well if members
determined to take control of the finances,
and resolved to see that the Government ex-
ereise proper contrel over the finances and
that Parliament itself iz given an oppor-
tonity to carefully and minutely serutinise
all expenditure hefore granting aunthority to
the Government to expend.

The Premier: Quite right.

tHlon. P. COLLIER: Parliament was not
called together natil the end of July and
here we are jn the firsf week of August
Doubtless we shall have the same experience
this session as last session, that of a cou-
siderable number of Bills being sent forward,
to another place during the last weck or two
of the session, a fact which was responsible
for many important Bills being lost in an-
other place. ITere we are mecting and dis-
cussing Supply early in August, ang@ I sup-
posa we shall dawdle along in the nsual
fashion and then close the session with a
good deal of important legislation thrown
overboard. T was interested at the way in
which the Premier juggled with the term
‘“business undertakings.’’ It is quite amus-
ing to note the prominence whieh has heen
given to *‘business undertakings’’ in recent
years. As a matter of fact, I rather suspeet
that this policy of putting forward very
prominently in the newspaper columns aund
in the House as well the fact that the finan-
cial position of the State is due largely, if
not almost entirely, to the loss on the busi-
ness undertakings——

The Tremier: Entirely, not almost,

Hon. P. COLLIER: This policy was
adopted during the recent election campaign,
and I suspeet for this reason, that therc does
not exist in the mind of the average member
of the poblic a clear distinetion - between
what are known gas business undertakings
and State trading concerns. So frequently
during the time .the Labour party were in
office didl members belonging to the party
opposite attribute the whole of the financial
troubles of the State to the inauguration of
State trading concerns by the Labour Gov-
ernment, that to-day business men and others
in the eity who ought to be better informed
attribute all our financial troubles to the es-
tohlishment of these State trading concerns,
T.: doing that, they confuse the two things—
hasiness nndertakings and State trading con-
ecrns. Bo, when the Premier pocs to consid-
erable trouble to expliain that the whole of
the position is due to the business undertak-
ings, and when this is read in to-morrow
morning’s paper, a very large proportion of
thc people will conclude that it has been
duc to the establishment of trading conecrns
hy the Tabour Government.

The Premier: I do not wish that they
should do so.

Hon. P. COLLIER: T do unot accuse the
Premier of any ulterior motive whatever, hut
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there are those, whose influence supports him
outside this House, who do endeavour to
create that impression. It is not a sufficient
éxplanation of the finaneial position of the
State to say that it is due to the business
undertakings, After all, Ministers and the
Government gre responsible for the control
and the administration of those business un-
dertakings. If they permit slack or lax ad-
ministration of the departments, of course, it
is inevitable that the results will be reflected
in the profits and losses of the business under-
takings. If the Railway Department or any
other large department of State is not being
controlled in the effective or efficient manner
it ought to be, if there is a happy-go-lueky
kind of administration which does not apply
itself to the efficient administration of that
«department, of course, the results will be re-
flected in the finaneital returns for that de-
partment at the end of the year. This, in
itself, instead of being an explanation or an
exeuse, is really a condemnation of the ad-
winistration of the Government. The plain
fact stands out that we have started off this
first month of the present financial year with
a deficit of £177,000, and just as the Premier
claimed that his surplus for ‘June, £218,000,
was a reeord surplus sinee December, 1910,
so I claim that he has started the new finan-
cial year with a record deficit, and that it
ig explained to a very considerable extent
by the enormous surphlug claimed for Jume.

The Premier: Oh, no; it is not.

Hon, P. COLLIER: I shall deal with that
later. I want to ask the House, and particu-
larly those members representing the Prim-
ary Producers’ Party here, whether they are
content to give that same measure of quiet,
loyal, and obedient support to the Govern-
ment while they see the finances drifting as
they are to-day. I am glad that the body
which controls hon. members opposite——

Mr. A. Thomson: That is not correct.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I am glad that that
excentive which exercises such a large mea-
sure of control over the actions of hon, mem-
bers opposite——

Mr. A. Thomson: It does not exercise any.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I shall have no diffi-
enlty in demonstrating that it does. T want
to know what they are going to do regarding
the finaneial position of the State. Although
they claim no responsibility, the exeeutive
have lately issued a long, and windy pro-
nouncement in regard to the finances—*‘The
Financial Position,'’ ‘‘Attitnde of the
Primary Produocers,”’ ‘‘Extravagant Admin-
igtration deplorable.”’  Although, whoever
drafted this refers in every second line to the
actions of past Governments as being respon-
gible for the financial position of the State,
and it is said that now the Primary Pro-
ducers’ Party has taken a share in the gov-
ernment of the eountry, they call upon their
members in the House to give effeet to plank
No. 11 of their platform, it is rather strange
that this executive has only awakened to the
fact that they now take 2 share in the gov-

ernment of the State, although they have
shared in that government since May, 1917,

Mr. Marshall: They bhave Rip Van
Winkle’d since.

Hon. P. COLLIER: For four years they
have taken a share in the governmeni of the
comtry, but to-day they say they have now
taken a share in it, and call npon their
Parliamentary representatives to take the
necessary action. I propose to give members
of the Primary Producers’ Party an oppor-
tunity of complying with the definite instrue-
tions issued to them by the exeecutive, and of
complying with plank 11 of their platform.

Mr. A. Thomson: Very generous of you!

Hon, P, COLLIER: I am always obliging,
particularly so far as the hon. member is
concerned. I am pleased to see that he is
taking his new howours in a cheerful man-
ner, and I hope he will inavgaurate his new
office by bringing himself into line with the
Exeentive and, at the outset of this Parlia-
ment, giving cffect to the mandate which has
been issued to him.

Mr. A, Thomson:
me,

Hon. P. COLLIER: It is my intention to
move that the amount asked for by the Pre-
mier be redeced by £50,000. I do this be-
cause I want to see this Parliament at the
beginning of its career take some definite
stand to stop the drift in our finances. The
amount the Premier has asked for, for two
months, is based on the expenditure for last
year. As we know that last year resulted in
a defieit of £687,000, it is apparent that the
Premier is quite content to siart off this
year without being able to+assure the House
that he is going to have better results at
the end of fhe finaneial year than he had at
the beginning. If we are to ask Parliament
to give the Government authority to spend
an amount of money for the first two mouths
of the year bascd upon the expenditere of
last year, it i3 guite evident we are starting
out with the intention of having a défieil
equal to that of last year. That is the atti-
tude

The Premier: It is not the attitude,
you poing to sack a lot of men from
railwayst

Mr, Corboy: They are doing it now,

Hon. P. ("'OLLIER: That is an admission
on the part of the Premier.

The Premier: Oh, no!

Hon. P, COLLIER: The Premier sees no
hope for the financial year, other than that
we should end up with a defieit similar to
that of last year.

The Premier: I did not say anything of
the sort.

Hon. P. COLLIER: What is the Premier
going to do? Is he going to impose additional
taxation in order to reduce the deficit? If
we set out by reducing the amount asked for
by £50,000, that will be equivalent to reduc-
ing the expenditure by £300.000 for the 12
months, and will bring us then to a deficit

I will do as you tell

Are
the
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somewhat approximating that estimated by
the Premier last year.

The Premier: If you have a strike a week
I do not think you will get through.

Hon. P. COLLITER: Every Government
has its diffienities. The Premier rearched the
whole ruiverss for an evplanation of his
financial pesition. .He even went as far as
Loundon, and roped in the British coal strike
in order to do it. There have been strikes
and industrial disputes in the lives of other
Governments, as well as of this Government.
We should at least reduce our expenditure
by £23,0600 a month. That would bring us
apparently to the deficit cstimated by the
Premicr of £400.000 at the end of the year.
I remember while the Premier was going
round the e¢ountry during the general elee-
tions that he kept on saying, and the eandi-
dates supporting him kept on repeating after
him, ‘“The estimated deficit for this yenr is
£400,000. We are reducing the defieit by
£300,000 each year. Ts not that very good
for one year?’’ While he was making this
statement the act-al defieit, although nine
months of the year had evpired, was then
in the vieinity of £650,0000. That did not
deter the Premicr from saying that his esti-
mate was going to be realised, and that he
wonld end wvp the year with a deficit of
£400,000. We ought to start early and say
to the Government that they must reduee
their expenditure. I see by the evening paper,
Which 1is- referring to the Railway Depart-
ment, that this department iz making a seri-
ovs if drastic attempt to reduce expenditure.
I do not kpow how that will work out. To-
night’s paper says, ‘‘Drastic Curtailment of
Suburban Railway Serviee.’’ “‘Over 100
trains to be eliminated weekly.'’ This re-
duction will average sbout 15 trains a day
hetween Perth and Fremantle, backwards and
‘forwards, and 10 trains a day between Perth
and Midland Junction.

Mr, Latham: Do you suggest running the
trains if they arc not required?

Hon. P. COLLIER: No. If the hon. mem-
ber will take a journey occasionally between
Perth and Fremantle he will soon learn that
they are required. If he has to hang on to
the straps in the crowded carriages between
the hours of 5 and 7 in the evenings, such as
other unfortunate passengers have to do——

Mr. Underwood: There are no straps.

My, Latham: I have travelled on trains
when there have not been 12 passengers in
them,

Hon. P. COLLIER: That must have been
the Jast express. Let the hon. member travel
during the ordinary hours of the day, and
enjoy the wait of ome and a quarter hours
on the Perth platform before he can eateh
the train to Fremantle.

Mr. Latham: We have to wait a week if
we miss our train,

Hon. P. COLLIER: The hon. member has
not some important appointment waiting for
him at the other end of the journey, such as
men who come to the city have. It is quite

[
a pleasant thing te wait in the rural areas
for a week or so, I have often enjoyed it
myself. The suburban railway service is to
be eurtailed by 100 trains a week. The Pre-
mier has placed the whole of the responsibil-
ity for the financial pesition upon the rail-
ways. 1 do wot propose to deal to-night with
the management of the railways. It is not
all that 1 think it should be. Whilst
there may be a cheese-paring policy
practised in somc directions, as indicated by
the reduction in the train service, there arc
other directions in which [ believe extrava-
ganee is still continuing in the Railway De-
partment, The Govermment are in a hopeless
andl deplorable condition of deift. What an
admission the Premier made to-night! After
rointing out to the Committee the directions
in which trade had stopped here, there and
everywhere, he stated that the railway ser-
viee was showing an enormous loss annually.

Mr. A, Themson: And yet you object to
the Government cutting down the railway
service,

Hon. P. COLLTER: Not at all. I might
rerhaps support the cutting out of some of
the privileges th> hon. member enjoys in
travelling to Katanning now and again,

Mr. A. Thomson: Prebably you would eut
them ont altogether.

Hon, P, COLLIER: With very great ad-
vantage to the House. The Premier told us
a doleful tale this evening. The railways are
losing because the quantity of goods avail-
able for hauling has - diminished. What a
commentary that is on the poliey of the party
opposite! . Four or five years ago they
launched out with the policy, to save the
State, of ‘‘Produce, produce, produce.’’ The
result of the operation of that policy of in-
erensing produetion has left vs with a dim-
inished quantity of produets, and conse-
quently a loss of tonnage passing over our
railway service,

The Minister for Mines:
rect.

Hon, P. COLLIER: That is the statement
of the Premier.

The Premier: XNot at alll

Mr. A. Thomson: Tt is not borne out by
the facts.

The Minister for Mines: We have not
lifted it; it is in the country.

Hon. P. COLLTER: The Government have
not lifted some of the wheat. There ought to
be some compensation in other dircetions for
this deereased produetion. There has not
been increased produetion in wheat, although
we have had good seasons and @ good-price
for it. The policy of increased production
should be found in operation along other
lines.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The pool is selling
wheat in the Eastern States, and leaving ours
here.

Hon, P. COLLIER: Now that we are
starting to sell wheat overseas, particularly
to Germary, ne doubt the railway revenue
will benefit accordingly.

That is not cor-
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The Minister for Mines: You -cannot
blame me for gelling it to Germany., I must
carry it.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I do not blame the
Minister. The fact is that the State is be-
ginning to speed headlong towards bank-
ruptey; 1 do not like using that word. The
deficit for July was £177,000. If we were to
average it out—I do not wish to do so, be-
cause that would not ba fair—and I multi-
plied it by 12, we should have a deficit at
the end of the year of two million pounds.
That is the rate at which we have started
off,

The Premier: Every July is the same.

Hon. P, COLLIER: It has not been as
bad as this.

Tho Premier: T think se.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The deficit for last
July was £106,000.

The Premier: There was a civil service
strike on.

Hon. P. COLLIER: And the Premier has
improved on that by £71,000.

The Premier: We paid away nothing.
There was a strike on for three weeks.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: You were receiving
nothing,

Hon, P. COLLIER: The deficit of
£177,000 this year is largely due to the fact
that there were some accounts which ought
to have been paid in June but were allowed
to stand over.

The Premier: That is not so.

Hen, P. COLLIER: That is why the Gov-
ernment have secured a surplus for June last.
A comparison of the figures clearly indicates
this.

The Premier:
strike last year.

Hon. P, COLLIER: The Premier has al-
ways some excuse to bring forward.

The Premier: A Civil Service strike!

Hon. P. COLLIER: I have never seen a
Treasurer who has not had some kind of ex-
planation to offer. FEven if there was a
strike the party that the Premicr leads—not
himself—has been in office for five years,
and strikes or no strikes each year has been
marked by its industrial disputes to just
about the same extent as its predecessor.
The deficits have run from £652,000 to £703,-
000 a year, or, in all, the party now in office
during the time the} have held the reins of
government, have added something like
£3,000,000 to the deficit.

Mr. Troy: The Government saved money
through the Civil Service strike, thanks to
not having to pay salaries.

Hou. P. COLLIER: They should have
saved money on that strike, and on some
other strikes too. I do not think the Com-
mittee would be justified, having in view the
parlous condition of the finances, in granting
the Government supplies on the basis of last
year’s expenditure.

The Premier: It has always been asked for
on that basis.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes, and that is the
trouble, So long ak members are willing to

I tell you there was a

vote money to the Government month after
month whenever Ministers eome down for it,
so leng will Ministers drift along, without
any serious attempt to redeem the situation.

The Premier: That is not so.

Hen, P. COLLIER: That is so; the results
show it.

The Premier: We will deal with the Esti-
mates in 2 month’s time,

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes, we will deal with
the Estimates in a month’s time. An experi-
ence of 15 or 16 years in this House has
taught me the valne of promises to deal with
the Annual Estimates in September. Whilst
I do not for one moment doubt the Premier’s
sineerity, or his desire and anxiety to get the
Estimates before the House in September, T
know that too many similar promises have
been made in the years gone by. All such
promises have failed of fulfilment.

The Premier: Oh, no!

Hon. P. COLLYIER: Well, very largely.

The Minister for Mines: We got down one
lot of Estimates in August.

Hon, P. COLLIER: Yes, and that accounts
for the comparatively strong financial ‘posi-
tion we were in, I have no desire whatever to
institute a comparison between the Budgets .
delivered by the present Minister for Mines
when he was a member of our party, and the
Budgets that have come before Parlizament
latterly.

The Minister for \Imes Estimates ean be
brought down in Au,

Hon. P. COLLIER: It can be done, with
efficiency. I suggest to the hon. gentleman
that he try the Treasury again.

The Minister for Mines: I aspire to no-
thing of the kind.

Hon, P, COLLIER: The hon. gentleman
achieved fame, or notoriety, as onc of the
first Premiers in Australia to achieve a de-
ficit of £1,000,000.

Hon. W. C. Angwin:
Jack,”?

Hon. P. COLLIER: The hon. gentleman’s
efforts in ‘that dircction have been utterly
eclipsed by the efforts of those who followed
him at the Treasury. Whilst the hon. gentle-
man left the Treasury with an acecumulated
deficit of £1,360,000 as the resnit of five
years’ administration

Mr. Pickering: Mal-administration.

Hon. P, COLLIER: Mal-administration, if
hon. members like—in the five ycars that
have foliowed, exactly five vears, that £1,360,-
000 has been lifted to within £50,000 of
five miltions, lifted to £3,950,000.

Mr. J. Thomson: Totally different condi-
tions,

Hon. P, COLLIER: O, no doubt! We have
all kinds of explanations. We have the in-
terest and sinking fund charges kept continn-
ally pushed in front of us as bheing respon-
sible—the interest and sinking fund echarges
and the business undertakings, But there
were interest and sinking fund charges to be
paid just the rame during the time that the
present Opposition spent in office.  Those
charges were not then aceepted as affording

¢¢ Gone-a-million-
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any explanation of the financial situation.
The explanation then offered was that the
position was due to the incompetence of the
Labour Government. Now, however, interest
and sinking fund charges are put in the fore-
front as an cxplanation of the Government’s
difficulty. But the plain fact stands ont—
there ean he no escape from it—stands ount
as prominently as Mount Koscinsko, that the
financial administration of the party sitting
on the Government side of this Chamber
has been one of the most disastrous in the
histery of responsible government in Austral-
asia. That is a strong statsment to make,
but the figures justify its being made.

The Premier: Not so.

Hen, P, COLLIER: Let me ask hon. mem-
bers whether they think that this State ean
keep on drifting to leeward at the rate of
£750,000 a year? Do they think we live in
‘‘Easy Land’’? Do they believe that money
flows to us from some unknown souree? Do
they imagine that it does not matter if we go
on drifting year after vear, until we reach
such a position as will be irretrievable?

The Premier: Nonsensel

Hon, P. COLLIER: For the deficit alone
which has been funded, we have added to our
annnal interest charges a sum of about £300,-
000 per year. The deficit for last year, when
it is funded, will mean an addition to our
interest charges of £40,000 a year, So that
gvery year, just in order to meet the added
interest charge on the deficit, we shall have
to impose upon the people of this country
taxation to the extent of something like

£50,000. If the position was a diffi-
cult one from which to recover four
or five years ago, how much more diffi-

cult is it now, when we have to find this ex-
tra £300,000 2 year in interest, fo say
nothing about sinking fund? That is the
position. T can remember the present Premier
and those who are associated with him, when
he and they were sitting on the Opposition
gide of this Chamber, declaring within these
. walls that the country was bankrupt, just
because the Labour Government had a defieit
of half-a-million pounds. And now the Pre-
mier says there is no cause for alarm when
he has a total deficit of about five millions.
‘Why, in 1914, after the Labour Government
had been thres years in office, the present
Premier gave expression to this sentiment—
The whole speech reveals the hopeless-

ness and stupidity
T hope the Minister for Mines will not go out
for just a minute.

of the gentleman who presides over the

Cabinet.
That is, the hopelessness and stupidity of the
Premier’s present colleague, the Minister for
Miines,

The Premier’s deficit of £837,000 is a very

serious affair.
The total defieit at that time, after three
years of Labour rule, was £837,000; and the
present Premier then said that that was a

the greater his deficit.

very serious affair. The speech from which 1
am quoting continueg—

The more he gets, the more he speads;

the higher the revenue, the greater the de-

fieit. .
How applicable are these sentiments to the
present Dremier himsell! The more he gets,
the more he spends; the higher his revenue
Why, last year the
Premier had £926,000 more than he received
in the previous year—-nearly a million pounds
more in total reveune than he received in the
previous vear; and yet he ended up with a
deficit of £6387,000.

The Premier: Where did he get it from?

Hon, P. COLLIER: During the first year
the present Premier has been in office he had
£926,000 more in total revenue than was re-
ceived during the previous year.

The Premier: It was got from the Rail-
ways.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Never mind! These
are the facts and figures. During the finan-
¢ial year which has just c¢losed, the present
Premier's second year of office, the hon.
gentleman had £926,000 more than was re-
ceived in the preceding year.

The Premier: VYes, from the Railways.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The hon. gentleman
had nearly two million pounds; he had
£1,900,000, additional revenue in two years.

Mr. JJ, Thomson: Did not a million of that
amount go in wages?

Hon. P. COLLIER: We had one hon. mem-
ber in this Chamber who always spoke in
millions, regardless of faets, The Premier
did not prove to-night that a million had gone
in wages.

Mr. J. Thomson: Yes, he did; £800,000.

Hon, P, COLLIER: Oh well, a eouple of
hundred thousand pounds is neither here nor
there to great financiers. But let me tell
the hon, member that as wages increased, so
did the Government inerease the charges for
farves and freights, and for services rendered
by the Government. For every service ren-
dered by the Government, whether railway
transport, or water supply, or sewerage, or
wharfage handling, or what else, the charges
were inereased in order to meet the increase
in wages.

Mr. J. Thomaon: Question!

Hon, P. COLLIER: It is not ‘fquestion.’’
The hon. member interjecting must not guess
at these things, T have stated the faets, as 1
shall be able to demonstrate to-morrow, when
I shall give the actual figures as well; I do
not wish te do so to-night. I ean show to the
hon. member, too, that whilst in 1916 the
amount received from direet taxation—that
is, from land tax, income tax, dividend duty,
stamp duty, totalisator tax, licenses, and pro-
bate duty—totalled £407,000—that was in the
last year that we were in office—the revenue
from those same sources in the year just
closed yielded to the pres-mnt (lovernment a
sum of £955,000, or about £550.000 more than
the Labour Government received in the shans
of direct taxation. And this is sayine no-
thing at all about the increases in railway
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freights and other charges of which T have
spoken. So that I say every avenue for ob-
taining inereased revenue has been cxploited
by the present Government, who have raised
charges cverywhere and pnt up taxation
everywhere. Let hon, members compare the
amount reeeived from income tax last year
with the amount received from income tax in
1916. The amount rose from £91,000 in 1916
to £337,000 last year; and that not be-
cause of increased prosperity, mot because
the people were earning larger incomes anid
therefore paying higher rates of income tax,
bt because the incidence of ineuma taxation
was enlarged—in many cases income taxa-
tion was doubled by the Government that
held office just before the memher for Nor-
tham (Sir Jame: Mitchell) became Premisr
of this State. These are facta, I would not
mind, and I do not think the people of this
comntry would mind, paying additional taxa-
tion, or suffering inconvenicnces in Govern-
ment services, if they were able to see re-
sults in the finances ther~from, if they were
able to see at the end of the finaneial vear
that the increased charges they had been
called vpon to pay and the inereased taxa-
tion they had been called upon to bear were
reflected in a financial change, in a slow but
steady reduction of the amount of the de-
fieit. In such a case the taxpayers would be
satisfied. But I venture to say they are not
aatisfied when they find that all these in-
ereased charges produce no such effect. As
the Premier himself has said with regard to
his colleague, the Minister for Mines, '‘the
more he gets the more he spends; the greater
the revenue, the greater the deficit.”” In
view of a deficit of £837,000, the present
Premier, then sitting in opposition, said that
disaster had come. His words were—

We have financial chaos, with the La-

bour Party on the box seat.

That ‘was the position with a deficit of
£837,000. But now, with a deficit of about
five millions, and with the National Party on
the box seat, everything is all right and there
is general prosperity, according to the Pre-
mier. Some hon. members opposite have heen
out of the State, and some have been busied
in various ways after the general election.
In case those hon. members have not had a
communication from their executive

Mr. A. Thomson: No, we have had none.

Hon. P. COLLIER: In that ease T just
want to read to those hon. members what
their instrnetions are—

That in the opinicn of this executive,
the continued finaneial drift of the State,
and the failure of past Governments to
cope with the yearly increasing defieit,
render it obligatory on the part of the
Country Party to make every cffort to
comply with plank No. 11 of the platform,
which provides for economical administra-
tion of Government departments and
economieal expenditure 6f public funds.

8o it is not T alone who talk about financial
drift, but that great, strong authority, ¢‘the

executive,’’ does so too. That executive
says there is a financial drift in this State,

In order to help in bringing about the
economie retorms necessary to accomplish
this abject, this executive pledges itself to
back uwp and support the party, and will
vo-operate with it in the fullest deuree in
the striet limitation of all expenditure not
absolutely essential to the immediate re-
quirements of the State.

My, Latham: You will notice that the ex-
ceative does not say ‘instruct.’’

Hon. P’. COLLIER: Xo; that executive
usually requests, That executive has no need
to instruet. The experience of the past three.
years has taught the members of that execu-
tive that the werest expression of a wish
from them invariably secures compliance,
The hon. member may be of a stouter calibre
than are his colleagnes around him, but those
of vy whe have had experience of mauy of
them during the past few years know that
the mere wish of the exeentive is sufficient to
command ecompliance.

Mr. Pickering interjeeted.

Hon, P. COLLIER: 1 exempt the hon,
member because, of course, he has always
shown a spirit of independence,

Mr, O'Loghlen: And that is why he has
not been made Honorary Minister. )

Hon. P. COLLIER: I have heard that it
is so. Before I conclude, there are cue or
two other matters of immediate concern with
which I wish to deal. Before voting sup-
plies, I should like to know from the Premier
what, if anything, has been done in regard
ta the extension of the leases and eonce-sions
of Millar's Timber and Trading Company.
From what I can gather, it appears that the
Government have decided to grant an exten-
sion of the leases and concessions of that
company on the same terms and condi-
tions——

The Premier: You tock a hand in framing
the law.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes, and I will demon-
strate to the Premier that, in so far as I’
and a majority of the members of the House
took a hand in it, it was definitely Iaid down
that any extension of time for those vonces-
sions was to be granted only on the same
terms and conditions as applied to timber
permits.

The Premier: Yon made the law.

Hon., P. COLLIER: But the Premier is
interpretine it. We said that the Executive
Couneil might extend the time.

The Premier: Why did you make the law
if you did not intend that it should onerate?

Hon. P. COLLIER: We said that the Ex-
ecutive Conneil might extend the term on ene
of two lines, but T am informed that it is
the intention of the Government to inter-
pret that to mean that those concessionaires
and leaseholders are entitled to an extension
under eXisting terms and conditions

The Premier: That is not so. They must
ray the royalty which everybody else has to
pay-
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Hon. P. COLLIER: But that is not so?

The Premier: Yes it is.

Hon, P. COLLIER: I want the Premier
tr be perfectly clear on this matter. I do
not want any confusion between the condi-
tions which attach to a timber permit and
those attaching to a lease or coneession. The
Premicr knows the difference. Te knows
that onc concession, sueh as Jarrahdale

The Premicr: But Jarrahdale is not being
extended.

Hon. P. COLLIER: No, because Jarrah-
dale was mot closed down. But others are
heing extended. What I want to be clear
uron is that they are being extended under
the same conditions of royalty payment as
arply to timber and sawmill permits,

The Premier: Yes, they are, over the ex-
tended time,

Hon. P. COLLTER: Then, if that is so,
I want to know what all the tronhle is about.

The Premier: Mr, Lane-Poole -is the
trouble.

Hon, P. COLLIER: 'This question of the
extension of leases has nothing to do with
Mr, Lane-Poole, It is for the Executive
Couneil. I do not see why Mr. Lane-Fool»
ghould come into it at all. The terms and
conditions are entirely a question for the
Executive Council, and not for a Government
officer.

Mr. A. Thomson: Are you in favour of
Millar's getting an extension?

Hon. P, COLLIER: Yes; I said at the
time that 1 had no objection to an extension
of the leases covering the period over which
they were compulsorily idle becanse of the
war; but not under a lease rent, as at pre-
sent. Any cxtengion should only be on the
same terms of royalty payment as applied to
timber permits or sawmill permits. That
was clearly understood by the House; 1 know,
because I have taken the trouble to consult
‘“‘Hansard.” Tf the Premier will assure me
that those are the conditions under which the
leases and concessions are being extended, T
shall bae satisfied. " .

The Premier: T assure you of that. And,
further than that, the royalty is fixed by the
Conservator.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes, and it has been
increased. Thus they will have to pay even
more than Parliament expeated when the Bill
was going through.

The Premicr: That is so.

Mr. A, Thomson: The permit is granted
subjeet to the payment of royalties. Millar’s
have to pay the same royalty as the others.

The Premier: Of course they have, from
the term of their pregent leases, covering the
period of extension.

Hon. P. COLLTER: Assuming they got
an extension of foor yeara: for that extended
period they will pay, instead of an annual
lease rent as in the past, a royalty on the
timber cut, the same as those operating un-
der a sawmill permit,

The Premier: And the same as they paid
at that time, too.

[4]
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IIon. P. COLLIER:
content, .

Mr. Pickering: What ahout the coneces-
gion

Hon. P. COLLIER: I understand the
same thing applies to the coneession, whether
it be a lease or a concession. T want to know
that.

The Premier: Yes, that is so.

Hen. P. COLLIER: They will pay a roy-
alty on the same basis?

The Minister for Mines: They will pay
the preseribed royalty, whatever it is. The
only point of difference is that they enjoy
certain privileges with which we cannot in-
terferc,

Hon., P. COLLIER: But I understand
that is a matter of law.

The Minister for Mines: That is so.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Insofar as the Con-
servator would have contrel over them in the
cutting out of their area. That is a matter
of law. I think that when the Bill was going
through we specifically said that they should
not be deprived of existing rights in that con-
nection,

The Minister for Mines: You added a
proviso to the clanse dealing with the power
of the Conservator to make regulations.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes, that is so, and
ginge it is in the Aet it is not possible for
the Government {o override it in the making
of regulations. However, I move—

That the amount asked for by the Pre-
mier be reduced by £50,000.

If that is so, I am

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mitchell
—Northam) [8.41]: Of course the hon. mem-
ber is not serions in his amendment. Hs has
said that the deficit last year was greater
than it onght to have been. 1 have already
told the Committee that it was greater than
I expected, because we have lost money
through the railways, and I have explained
why that was so. Every hon. member whe
has sat on the Treasury bench knows that
when supply is asked for, the Government of
the day ask for onc-sixth the expenditure of
the previous year. No items are shown in
this Supply Bill; we merely ask for a round
sum, The hen. member knows that he will
get the Estimates of Revenue and Expendi-
ture in the course of a few weeks, and that
then will be the time for members to say
whether or notythe cxpenditure is to be in-
eurred. When the Estimates eome down,
every detall of expenditure will be shown,
and hon. members will be prepared to say
whether they approve or disapprove of the
items.

Hon. W. C. Angwin:
over salaries.

Hon, P. Collier: Three or four months of
the ycar will have elapsed by then,

The PREMIER: But what is then done
will carry on for 12 months.

Hon. P. Collier: At the rate of £177,000
per month,

We have no power
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The PREMIER: XNo, nothing of the sort,
The expenditure for last July does not apply
to every month. July is always a bad month.

Hon. P. Collier: But this has been a re-
cord bad month,

The PREMIER: That is not =o. The
“West Australian” this morning published
the amounts received and the amounts ex-
pended during July of last year. There were
three weeks of a strike, three wecks doring
which the offices were closed.

Hon. P, Collier: That was a saving,

The PREMIER: Yes, of eourse. During
that month there conld be very Jiftle paid
away, and very littie received. The interest
bill went on. The railways were running,
and the business concerns were all going.
Only the public servants and the teachers
were on strike.  However, no comparison can
be made between a month which was really
only a week for most of the service, and
last July. The hon. member said the ex-
penditure was greater for last July than for
the preceding July. Of course there has been
increased expenditure all along the line.

Hon. P. Collier: The deficit for the month
wag,greater by £70,000.

The PREMIER: Yes, but you cannot make
a true comparison. The hon. member wishes
the Committee to agree to reduce the amount
asked for. The hon. member knows well
what he is deing, and I hope other members
realise that. The proper time to move for a
reduction is when the Estimates come down.

Hon. P. Collier: The amendment is moved
in quite a friendly spirit.

The PREMIER: I appreeiate that. We
have heard o great deal about the finanecial
drift, but my fricnd, the member for North-
East Fremantie, is waiting to tell the Com-
mittee how he had a big defieit in 1914-15.
As a matter of faet, we are paying sinking
fund to the tone of abount £80,000 on the
loans raised in his time,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Inereased interest
and inereased sinking fund.

The PREMIER: Yes. The increased in-
terest bill amounts to about £560,000.

Hon. P. Collier: Over what peried?

The PREMIER: Since 1916.

Hon. P. Collier: Not quite so muoch as
that.

The PREMIER: Yes it is.. The sinking
fund of before 1916 has not been brought
into account during the last four years. I
know that every member is auxious that we
should balanee the ledger. I do not know if
members realise that we have these trading
concerns and that so long as we have them,
we must do our best to make them pay. We
have a right to expect them to pay, and I
do not know whether members consider we
should levy taxation to make up the debit.
Personally, 1 think they should be expected
to pay. Members shouid have regard to
the faet that the railways were closed down
for a fortnight or more last year and that

e
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represented a very considerable loss, cer-
tainly not less than a quarter of a million
pounds.

Hon, P. Collier; Not it.

The PREMTER: Yes, that is so. As a
matter of faet, it was that stoppage that
meant so much to the railways, and meant a
fall in revenue for the rest of the year.
Memberg know full well that when the rail-
ways stop, Kalgoorlie stops, water supplies
stop, and, in fact, it means that one cannot
stop a great service like the railways with-
out interfering with every other industry.
Am I to be expeeted to accept the responsi-
bility for the result of that strike? T ean
claim that, but for that strike, we should
have shown a very different position in con-
nection with the railways, and one that should
have been satisfactory to the Leader of the
Opposition, I ask members to grant the
Supply I have applied for, and in doing so0
I am only adopting a course which has
always becn followed.

Hon. P. Collier: That is the trouble; that
is what we want to aveid. We want to get
away from the drift.

The Minister for Agrienlture: Do you mean
you want to go on strike again?

Hon. P. Collier;: You all will soon be bank-
rupt.

The PREMIER: How can I curtail the
expenditure until I know what it is likely
to be when I frame the Estimates for the
year? Tt is true that the loss I have men-
tioned in connection with the railways may
not oceur during the next month or two, but
what of that? We do not spend this money
simply because we ask for it, bwt because
we have to meet our hills for wages and
galaries in addition to other requirements.

Hon, P. Collier: You will expend more
than that.

The PREMIER: Not at all. We will only
spend that which is necessary. However, it
ig, futile to diseuss the past in conjunction
with the present, and members are fully
aware of the reason for the motion brought
forward by the Leader of the Opposition.
He knows just as well as I do that until
the Estimates are presented to the House,
and tbey will be presented in a very short
time, it is impossible for me to inform the
House what increased taxation, if any, may
be necessary until sueh time as I know what
the position actually is.

Mr. O’Loghlen: You exceeded the esti-
mate regarding the taxation ineome tax by
£100,000,

The PREMIER: That was because the
people were so much more prosperous.

Mr. O’Loghlen: How long will they stand
it? Are you putting another little lot on?

The PREMIER: I do not suppose the mem-
ber for Forrest objeets to increased taxation
from increased profits, for, the more pros-
perous people are, the more tax they have
to pay.
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Hon. W, C. Angwin: That does not always
apply.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Do you say the people are
prosperous now’ ]

The PREMIER: T ecannot say just now
whether it will he necessary to impose in-
creased taxation or not, but if it Decomes
neepgsary to impose additional taxation, it
will not be very much.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: You will be getting
the lot soon.

Mr., McCallum: You do not eall a waitress
who is receiving 1is, a week and keep a
prasperove person, o you? She avill have fo
pay income tax.

The PREMIER: Of course, I would not
call her prosperous. ¥ do not belicve she pays
any taxation. :

Mr, Corboy: Yes, she docs,

Mr, MeCallum: I am sure she does.

The PREMIER: Will you quote me a case?

Mr. MeCallum: T could quote you hun-
dreds.

Mr. Corboy: If you get a case like that,
will you remit the taxation?

The PREMI1ER: I cannot.say until T get
the particulars.

Mr. MecCallum: That waitress I refer to
gets 15s. a week, and her keep is represented
at 25s. o week, which works out at £100 a
year, and she is being taxed.

The PREMIER: Well, give me a case.

Mr. MeCallum: Youn can go to your Taxa-
tion Department. That is the ruling of the
Commissioner, )

The PREMIER: I do not know about that.
At any rate, I hope that the Committee will
reject the motion which has been brought for-
ward by the Leader of the Opposition.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [8.561]: I, in common with the
Leader of the Opposition, regret that Parlia-
ment was not called together much earlier in
tho year.

The Premier: I, for one, am not sorry.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: Had the Premier
called the House together earlier, he might
not have found himself in the difficulty he
is in to-might. Almost every member in this
Chamber pledged himself during the election
campaign to try to put the finances in order.
There is scarcely one member on this side
of the ITouse who has not preached economy.

The Minicter for Mines: Yes, but that was
for the other fellow. -

Hon, W. €. ANGWIN: No, everyone on
the Opposition side of the House has endeav-
oured to tell the people the truth about the
finances.

The Minister for Agricnlture: But the peo-
ple would not believe you during the election.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: That was because
the Press of the State trivd to instil into the
minds of the public gencrally that the state
the finances were in was due entirely to the
trading coneerns started by the Labour Gov-
ernment.

The Premier: I do not think that is so.

Hon. W, ¢, ANGWIN: That is the porition,
and no matter where one went throughout the
State, almost daily one was confronted by
the statement that the trading concerns, and
the trading concerns only, were responsible
for the State’s difficulties at that time. We
have been told by the Premier that it is un-
usual to take action in opposing Supply.

The Premier: I did not say that.

Hon., W. €. ANGWIN: Yes, you did.

The Minister for Mines: No, the Premier
did not.

Hon. W. C, ANGWIN: The Premier said
that it was very unusual, yet one has only
to look through ‘‘Hanmsard’? for 1912, 1013,
1914, and 1915 to read what the present Pre-
mier said. The present Premier opposed Sup-
ply and said that it should be opposed at that
stage,

Mr. A. Thompson: You are merely follow-
ing his example.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: We should insist on
taking action because we recognise the neces-
sity for economy, We have been told that the
people should take control of the finances
themselves, and tell the Government how they
should proceed.

Mr. A, Thomson: You know that is im-
possible,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I contend that it is
possible. The member for Katanning realised
that fact when the late Treasurer, Mr. Gar-
diner, brought in his taxation measure. On
that oceasion the late Treasurer impressed
upon members in this Chamber that he re-
garded them as 49 co-directors, and he ex-
peeted each one to help him in putting the
State’s financial house in order. He informed
the Houge that the taxation legislation was
introduced to meet the deficit. Has that hap-
pened? On the contrary, the more the Gov-
ernment get, the more they spend. In 1914,
when dealing with Supply on the 30th June
—_ndot the end of July—the present Premier
said—

We are asked to vote funds without hav-
ing had the maiter properly considered or
discussed. .

The Premier: I will not say it again when
I get over there.

Hon. W, C, ANGWIN:
say—

We raise the revenue magnificently and
we spend it extravagantly. The Premier—
That is the present Minister for Mines—
is a spendthrift of the worst order and
nothing else.

Hon, P, Collier: No wonder the Premier is
having a good time himsgelf with the Minister
for Mines to assist him.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: Then he goes on to
say—

It is—borrow and apend,
spend.

That is what has been done during the past
few years,

The Premier: It is not a question of bor-
rowing all along the line,

He went on to

collect and
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Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: A little later the
Premicr said—

Any fool can spend money. ‘There is
nothing easier than to spend money, but
we want to get something for our mouney.
The Premier, in his methods of expenditure,
shows that he has very little knowledge,
but a great deal of confidence, He will pre-
sently find that a great deal of confidence
is not so valuable as a little knowledge.
Mr, O’Loghlen: They have both eombined

now.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: At that time there
was a deficit of £446,000. When the present
Premier said it was ‘‘a case of borrow and
spend, ecolleet and spend,”' he was stating
the position as it applies largely to-day. The
position as ontlined by the present Premier
in his specch in 1914 is applicable to the
position to-day. It fits the hill exaetly.
There has been no end to the collecting and
spending, and the more money the Premier
gets, the more he spends.

The Premier: There has not been wmuch
collected.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I would like to ex-
Pain to members that no revenue or expendi-
ture of the trading concerns bas been pub-
lished with the Consolidated Revenue re-
turns since 1916. As from that period, they
ceased to be accounted for under the State
Trading Concerns: Act. In 1914, the rev-
ecnue amounted to £53,053,222 after de-
ducting the figurcs relating to the State trad-
ing concerns, In 1921 the revenue was set
down as £6,795,565, showing an inerease of
£1,736,343, or over a million and three-quar-
ters, representing the amount the Premier
has collected since that time and spent. Is
he not colleeting and spending to-day?

The Premier: We did not collect it.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Is there any
economy shown whatever?

The Premier: The railways eolleet and
gpend it.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: To-day we have
got into such a position that it ig difficult
to get out of if. It is all very well to eome
here year after year and talk about the finan-
¢es. There is a duty devolving upon every
one of us to assist the country back into a
sound finaneial eondition.

The Premicr: Well, why do you not come
and help us?

Mon. W, C. ANGWIN: It is not our duty
to give the Premier every shilling he asks for.
Tt is our duty to peint ouf to the Government
that what this country wants is retrench-
ment in expenditure, and thus help to put
the finances on a better footing.

The Premier: Where would you retrench?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Unless we, a5 a
Parliament, take the matter in hand, there
will be very few people in this State very
shortly who are not bankrupt. JMost of the
people in Western Australia bave their money
invested within the State.

Mr. Angelo: Where would you start with
your retrenchment?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The Leader of the
Opposition is asking that a start be made to-
night. He is asking the House to agree to
tell the Government that they must reduce
the cxpenditure to the extent of £25,000
monthly.

The Premier: Where shall we take it off?

Hon. W, C. ANGWIX: That ia a problem
for the Goverument to solve.

The Premier: Would you reduce wages?

Hon. P. Collier: We cut our expenditure
down when we were there.

Hor. W. C. ANGWIN: It is all right to
ask that. Ip 1913 when the present Premier
was speaking in opposition to the Supply
Bill, he used these words:—

I believe there are many reasons why
this motion should be opposed. Just at
the present time we are troubled by the
unemployed. It is mo laughing matter at
all. These men are out of work and should
be provided "with work.

He tried to stop Supply altogether in order
to provide men with work, and now he says
that if Supply is reduced, he cannot be ex-
peeted to provide men with work. The Pre-
mier is inconsistent.

The Premier: No, I am not.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIX: Uafortunately, ow-
ing to the fact that the true position has not
been placed before the publie, the Premier
has & majority of members at his back, but
the finances, being in such a bad stafe, are
not a matter of party politics. The position
has resolved itself into this, that we must
save the country from bankruptcy.

The Premier: What are yon going to do?

Hon, P. Collier: Yon are paid to do it,
not to sit down and drift.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: At the time I refer
to, we received by way of taxation £386,104,
whereas last year the Premier received
£955,358, or approximately £2 per head more
for every man, woman, and child in Western
Australia,

The Premier: You had a profit from the
railways in that year.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The inecrease in
taxation since that year amounts to approxi-
mately £2 per head of the population, and
this has been imposed since the time when the
Premier said the I.abour Party bad nothing
to Jdo but to collect and expend. The Pre-
mier has told uvs repeatedly to-night that
some of hiz diffeulties are due to the ex-
penditnre under Loan Acts on interest and
sinking fund. In 1921 the Premier expended
£2,229982 under Loan Acts, but his in.
creased revenue was nearly one million in
excess after deducting the amount expended
under Toan Acts.

The Premier: No.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: Y can give the
exact figures if necessary. Last year the Pre-
mier had a revenue of nearly a million pounds
in excess of what we had at the time of
which he complains, and for which he would
hold ws responaible for the present position.
There is not the least doubt that some losses
have been incurred.



{2 Avgusr, 1921.] ar

The Premier: The railwaya are £600,000
worse off.

Hon. P, Collier: But you as the Govern-
ment eannot free yourselves of the respon-
gibility for that.

Ton. W. C. ANGWIN: At the end of 1919
or the beginning of 1920 the Minister for
Edueation paid a visit to Vietoria and dis-
covereil that Western Australia had a sink-
ing fund. To Vietoriang who questioned him

closely regarding conditions in Western Aus- 7

tralia and its financial difficulties, he said,
“We are not in any worse position than you
are. We have expended our money in provid-
ing for the future, Weo have a sinking fund
almost equivalent to our deficit, and conse-
quently this money has been invested to meet
our debts,’? ¢Weall’? was the reply, ‘‘why
did not you. tell us of that before?’’ Now
how much more has the Premier spent in
sinking fund than was spent by the Labour
Party?

The Premier: A good deal

Hon, W, ¢, ANGWIN: Here are the exact
figures for the five years, £271,537 out of 314

millions inereased defieit. Tt is all very
well to pot in the Governor’s Speech
ag an apology for the defieit that the
ginking fund thas inereased this year

by £792,738 while the deficit was only
£686,726. Al the Government paid last year
by way of sinking fund was £330,203.

The Minister for Mines: The rest was paid
by way of interest from revenne on stock
previously purchased, which might have been
cancelled,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: [ am doubtful
about that. Some time ago I was of the
same opinion as the Minister for Mines, and
when T was in London a few months ago I
asked why we should continne to make this
expenditure. Qur ginking fund is invested in
various loans.

The Minister for Mines: In our own stock.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: Not all of it.

The Premier: Five millions of it

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The position is
this, that when some of these loans fall due,
it will probably be necessary te realise on
some of that stoek in order to meef these
loans.

The Premier: Or borrow,

Hon. W. €. ANGWIN: If it is necessary
to realise on some of that stock, we shall in
all probability receive less for it than we gave
for it.

The Minister for Mines: Not at all.

Hoen, W, C. ANGWIN: Stock is down now,
and that is sufficient to indieate that we
might have to accept less than we gave for
it.

The Minister for Mincs: We might have
mentioned in the Governor’s Speech the
actual value. All that is shown is the face
valuo of £368 000,

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: That can be ob-
tained from the finaneial returns issued every
year. The exact value is published in the
!"Government Gazette’’ about the geeond
week in August. In 1927 g loan of £2,500,000

in respect of the Coolgardie Water Scheme
falls dve. The Premier has told us that if
we keep on as we are going we shall be £500,-
000 to the good, but we have not got more
than half a million invested in that particular
stock, and it might be necessary to put other
stock on the market and sell it in order io
redeem that loan. In selling this stock we
may not reeceive sufficient to pay the amount
of the lean due.

Hon. P. Collier: Redeem a three per cent.

.lean and incur a six per cent. loan,

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: During the five
years the Labour Party were in office we
paid to sinking fund—I am not counting in-
terest on debentures which the Premier claims
was regponsible for the defieit—s sum of
£1,265,178, and finished with a deficit of
£1,360,000. During the five years since
Labour left office, there has been paid to sink.
ing fund £1,535,715, or £271,537 more, but
during the same period the deficit has in-
creased by over £3,500,000.

Hon. P, Collier: Sinking fund does mot
aceount for one half of the present Govern-
ment’s deficit,

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: That is why I con-
tend that if the same Labour team had re-
mained in office, there would not be a deficit
of £3,000,000 to-day.

Mr, A, Thomson: That is only a matter
of opinion.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: T am quite confi-
dent that it is so. I remember the instrue-
tions issued by the Labour Government in.
order to keep expenditure down. These in-
struetions were scrupulously attended to by
all Ministers. We were very careful to see
that they were carriad into effect.

Mr. A. Thomson: They were not always
carried into effect,

Hon, W, C, ANGWIN: 1 am satisfied that
they were. If members take the Auditor
General’s repert for 1916, they will find that,
if the outstanding revenue duve for that year
had been included, the deficit instead of being
£360,000, would have amounted to only
£50,000.

Mr. . Thomson: Then how were you gone-
a-million when Secaddan was there?

Hon. W, C, ANGWIN: That was for the
period of five years.

The Minister for Mines: The member for
Claremont will not be expected to see through
that until to-morrow; he is a Seotsman.

Hon, W. . ANGWIN: Tf I adopted the
same line of argument as the Premier has
done, I would say that we had expended that
sum in sinking fund, The Premier, however,
has not paid the equivalent of one half of
hig deficit in sinking fund, and yet he claims
credit for the lot. He claims the interest on
debentures for the sinking fund. Y wish te
point out one direction in which I think the
Government might make up some of the de-
ficiency and that is in connection with the
Perth trams, Why should the people of this
State, outside the eitizens of Perth, be called
upon to pay £40,000 a year by way of interest
and sinking fund on the Perth tramst
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The Premier: I do not think they are.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIXN: I have come to the
conelusion that they are. The Perth trama
have a ecapital cost of approximately
£700,000, it may be £750,000. The revenue
last year was £225000 and the expenditure
£198,261. There was a surplus of revenue
over expeniditure of £23,739. Out of this the
Government have paid interest, sinking fund
and depreciation, and it is not reasonable to
allow less than 10 per cent, for that. This
item then would represent £70,000 and aliow-
ing for the surplus mentioned, the deficit on
the year's working was £46,000,

The Premier: 'We shall soor pick that up.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: I hope so; it is one
direction in which an alteration might be
made. Regarding our trading concerns, 1
very much regret that some members of the
Government and the Press are not fair. T
de not care whether there is a loss or a prn-
fit on trading concerns—of course I wounld
sooner they showed a profit—so long as the
truth is given to the publie.

The Premier: T think we do give the truth.

Hon. P, Collier: Inecorrect statements man-
age to get out; I do not know who is re-
sponsible for them.

The Premier; We give out exactly what
we get.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Since 1917, con-
sequent on special legxisla‘ion introduecd by
the late Hon. Frank Wilson, the trading con-
cerns have been kept separate. Since that
time there is published only the debits and
eredits af these concerns. The Treasury is
the bank for the trading concernas.

The Premier: That is all it is.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: Wa shall sce abount
that presently. The Press and some members
of this House are cndeavouring to lead the
public to believe that whenever the accounts
reveal a larger amount to debit than to
credit, there has necegsarily been a losa; they
do mnot take into ~omsideration any stoeks
whatever or any accounts owing., In the
balance sheets laid before the House we have
found that such is not the case, Sinee 1917
the Clonsolidated Revenue received from theze
trading concerns—I am not dealing with
business undertakinp®, because prieor to the
1916 Act they were dealt with scparately—
the sum of £728,9GG, being recoups, interest,
ete., £409349, and the balanec transferred
was £319,617. This is how these trading con-
carns contributed to the Consolidated Revenue
of the State. Yesterday, we saw the analysis
of expenditure for July, To-day we have had
the returns—not the correct ones, although
that is not the fault of the Treasnrer—show-
ing the interest on trading concerns to be
£9.5568. 1 wanted to know something about
this from the Under Treasurer and I said to
him, *'T see from the analysis given in the
Press vesterday that the interesi on trading
concerns was £8,558. Where are your cor-
responding receipts of revenue to meet this
amount in the banking aceount of the trad-
ing concerns?’’ The Under Treasurer said
there were nomne, because it was only the

custom to charge the intercst for six months.
He said '‘If you will look at the last
month's figures you will find there an

amount of #£179,000 for interest and
recoups, ete.’’” That £9,558 is the one-
twelfth which the State trading econ-

cerng are allowed to pay. This has never
Leen done before; the monthly aceounts have
never been allotted in the way that was dona
on this occasion. Why is it? It is done to
instil into the minds of the general public
that the trading conecerns have not paid any-
thing into Consolidated Revenue, that they
are a loss, and are responsible for the five
millions defieit. They have contributed to
Consolidated Revenne since 1917, after meet-
ing interest, sinking fund, and recoup, no
less than £310,617. These are the aectual
figures taken from the returns published in
Avgust, and contained in the Auditor Gen-
eral’s report as submitted to Parliament.
We only want fair play and the truth given
to the publiec. When this has been
done, T am satisfied the public will
realise that the trading concerns are not
regponsible for the deficit, which is due
to the bad administration of Ministera and
those under them, The Premier said,
f‘What about borrowing; we have not
spent much loan money.’”’ Of course not!
When there was a change of (lovernment in
1916 it was definitely stated to the publie
that borrowing wmwust cease; that the Lab-
our Government had heen so estravagant
in that direction that the Government eould
not afford to increase our loan indebtedness
and that borrowing must cease almost ea-
tirely. During the first year, the Treasurer
made an attempt in that direction and
brought the averawe down a little, but to-day
the Treasurer is spending more borrowed
money than has ever been spent since the
present Minister for Mines was Treasurer.

Mr. J. Themson: On the Wyndham Freez-
ing Works.

Hon, P, Collier: That was spent years
ago.

Hon. W. . ANGWIN: The member for
Claremont must read up some of the veturns
that have been published, and he will then
become a little wiser on the subject.. TUp to
the 31st March last—there has been cxpendi-
ture for a further three or four months sinea
—the loan indebtedness of the Stute in-
creased hy £0,136,164, and yet this is a Gov-
ernment which does not borrow!

The Minister for Mines: That is prinei-
pally in connection with soldier settlement.

Tlon, W. . ANGWIXN: Tf the Premier hadl
aceepted the adviee given from this side of
the Houge the Governwient would not have
an unemployed man in the State in connee-
tion with the soldier settlement acheme.

The Premier: Where are they?

Ton. W. . ANGWIN: T will not deal
with that question now. At all events, the
member for York will agree with me. In
1916 owr indcbtedness per head of the popu-
lation was approximately £110. On the 3lst
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March last it was approximately £123, and
yet the Government are mnot borrowing
money!

The Premier:
all the time,

Hon, W. . ANGWIN: I know that. Un-
fortunately the Premier made one or two
mistakes. One was that he deserted us after
we voted with him on his meotion of mne-
confidence against the party opposite, When
dealing with our finances we are inclined to
overlook the fact that the time is not far
distant when we shall have a large amount
of loan money due for repayment.

The Premier: I think in 1927.
we have a million.

Hon, W. G, ANGWIN: Between now and
the 1st June, 1927, we have to provide a sum
ot £7,783,715 to wect our loan indebtedness.

Mr. Wilson: That is enly a flea bite.

The Minister for Mines: We have the sink-
ing fund.

Hon. W, C, ANGWIN: We cannot use the
sinking fund for that, because it is a fund
gpread over a large number of loans,

The Minister for Mines: Most of it is
shown in owr existing assets. The railways
more than cover that,

Hon, W. (. ANGWIN: We koow all about
that. Tt is necessary that we should put our
house in order so that we may meet these
losns. TE I borrowed £500 on a £1,000 house,
and I had not £3500 when that amount fell
due, the people I borrowed from would take
the £1,000 house.

Mr, A. Thomson: You wonld borrow an-
other £500. -

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: We all hope that
thingg will improve, hut there is a possibility
that it will be many years before the money
market will be as lenient as it was in the
past. Tt is troe that if our stock realises
anything at all we shall probably meet
£2,500,000—Goldfields Water Supply loan—
but, so far as a large proportion of our loan
money is concerned, we shall bave hardly
anything with which to meet it.

The Minister for Mines: You would not
auggest that we should take it out of the
public to a greater extent than we are doing
with our sinking fund?

Hon. W, C, ANGWIN: No. Tt only shows
that the Government are in the same position
as the individual who owes £500 and cannot
ray it. The individual would at all events
exercise economies in the management of his
heusehold in an endeavour to meet the
amount. Unless we cconomise in our ex-
penditure from Consolidated Revenue it will
be impossible for us to meet onr obligations
by taxing the people. The position is far
more gerious than is generally realised. Tt
will affeet each and every one of us if any-
thing happens to the State, There may be
enough money left to keep us in the Old
Men’s Home. We are all in the gsame hoat
except those who invest their money out-
gide the State.

I have not been Treasurer

Next year

Hon, P, Collier: ' And the boat is rocking
gomewhat.

Hon. W. C, ANGWIN: It is almost sink-
ing. Tt is necessary that members should
carefully consider these matters. It may be
#nid that these are loans raised by the Lab-
our Party, and that.it is another evidence of
their wilful extravagance.

The Minister for Mines:
hack pretty well,

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: Of the seven
million pounds of loan moneys, £4,150,500
has been spent since the Minister for Mines
went ont of office as Treasurer, and the
greater portion of the balance was ex-
pended before he assumed office.

Hon, P. Collier: He was more economieal
than he imagined. .

Hon. W. €. ANGWIN: The Premier in
addition has gone on the market for a fur
ther two million pounds on Treasury bills at
six months, which makes a total of nine
million pounds. Within a peried of five
years we have raised nine millions of money
and expended the greater portion of it.

Mr. J, Thomson: The couneil of direct
action does not want anything.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIX: T only hope that
thosc who have lent us the money will not
adopt the principle of direet aetion and
scize the State. Pressure may be brought to
bear upon the State with the object of West-
ern Australia being taken vnder the control
of the larger States of the Commonwealth.

They are coming

- The people of this State will be like those

in the Northern Territory, having nothing
to say and nothing to do except pay, unless
we se¢ to it that a Government is ereated
that will take eharge of and eontrol our
finances, and see that provision i3 made to
meet the position we are now facing. If
this is not done the State is doomed.

Mr. A. Thomson: You do not honestly
believe that.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: If T were going
on the London market T would not preach
this tale, but it is neeeasary to preach it
here so that we may all realise the position
we are in.

The Minister for Mines: I never heard
such a doleful tale from you before.

Hon, W. C, ANGWIN: The Premier began
the deleful tales. We have a deficit of five
millions to meet, and over nine millions of
loan money to repay within the next few
years.

Mr,
fund.

Hon. W. C, ANGWIN: I should feel very
much easier in my mind if we had a sinking
find with which to meet the situation. We
are drifting on towards bankruptey, and
going headlong to destruction. Whe s
going to make the attempt to pull the Pre-
mier up a little?

The Minister oy
Horatius.

Hon, W, €, ANGWIN: The time has
arrived when we must have economy in
.administration. Last year we had a deficit

Underwood: We have the sinking

for Mines: said
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of over £600,000. To-night we should
vote to reduce that by at least £300,000.
Are hon. members opposite game to do it?
Are they game to give effect to the pledges
they have made to the electors?

Mr, A. Thomson: Not unless you are pre-
- pared to do better.

Hon. W. (. ANGWIN: In reply to the
hon. member, I say, give us a chance, and
we will do better; no doubt of it. If we do
not do better than has been done during
the past five years, we would deserve not
merely to be kicked out of office but to be
kiecked ont of the ecountry. I have endeav-
oured to put the true position before the
Committee; or, shall I say, like the Premier,
that I have endcavoured’ to enlighten the

new members a little bit?

" Mr. A, Thomson: You have told them a
pitiful tale,

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: It may be a pitiful
tale, but it is the trnth. T would sooner see
five millions of surplus than five millions of
defieit, I would sooner see new railways
being built in every part of Western Ans.
tralia than see the last penny scraped, as
the member for South Fremantle (Mr, Me-
Callum) has said, from the waitresses.
Unless we deo something to bring about
prosperity by restoring to Parliament the
control of the finances——

Mr. A, Thomson: Which Parliament has
never had.

Hon. W. . ANGWIN: Yes, Parliament
did have control of the finances while the
Labour party were in office. In conclusion,
T will only say, ‘‘God help this country after
the machine that turns out bank-notes has
collapsed.’”’

Mr. ANGELO (Gaseoyne) [9.33]: The
Premier to-night has given us a brief sum-
mary of the State’s finaneial position, and
also an explanation, at any rate a satisfactory
one so far as I am concerned, of why the
ledger has not balanced. On the other hand,
the Leader of the Opposition and his deputy
have condemned the Administration, claiming
that if the Labour Party had been on the
Treasury benches they could have done better,
But neither the Treasnrer nor the zpeakers
on the other side have mentioned what in my
humble opinion is the chief eause of our fin-
ancial trouble, namely that this State is being
asked to pay far too much towards the up-
keep of the Federal Government. T have
mentioned this phase of our finaneial trouble
on several oceasions in this Chamber, bnt T
have never been able to get the oceupants of
the Treasury beneh to take the matter seri-
ously. Let me say, however, that there is one
member of *he Government who does view
the question in a serious light. The Leader
of the Government in another place, speaking
some little time ago, said—

I do wish to impress uwpon members of
this House, upon the Press, and upon the
pecple of Western Australia, the eminent
importance of at once taking up with
vigonr and purpese this question of the
finaneial relationship of the State aud the
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Commenwealth, No intelligent considera-
tion of our public finances is possible with-
out a thorough understanding of this mat-
tew,
I should have thought that a lead such as
this, given by the Leader of the Upper House,
would have been followed not only by the
Government, but also by members of Parlia-
ment, and by the FPress of this State.

Hon. P. Collier: He was only making ex-
cuses for his defigit,

Mr. ANGELO: At one time I was a
banker, and had a pood many accounts to
deal with. I remember one particular ze-
count, that of a station where there were two
partners, One was a sleeping partuer, the
other the working partner. The working part-
ner was supposed not only to run the station
but also to develop it The partnership
started off on good lines. The sleeping part-
ner {rew only what was a fair thing out of
the station. But as years went on he began
to get greedy and grasping, and the point
wag evenivally reached when the sleeping
partner was trying to get too much out of
the station. The station could not stand it.
The working partner not only was prevented
from developing the station, but was unable
even to earry on. 8o of course the partncr-
ship resulted in financial trouble. And such,
I consider, is the financial position of this
Btate to-day. We took in a sleeping partner.

Hon, T. Walker: Five sleeping partners.

Mr. ANGELO: As things have turned out,
it reems that it was we who were asleep.
However, at the commencement of Federation
we were treated fairly by the Commonwesalth.
Asg the years have gone on, though, our treat-
ment at the hands of the Federal Government
has gone from bad fo worse, until now it has
become intolerable. It will be temembered
that when we federated it was understood
that the Comunonwealth should colleet its re-
venite through the Customs, that the Customs
revenue was to earry on the Federal functions.
I'n those days the late Mr, Alfred Deakin said
in the Federal House of Representatives:—

Only as a last resource and in cases of
dire extremity would the Commonwealth in-
terfere with direct taxation.

But even years before the war Dbroke out,
when there certainly was no dire necessity,
the Commonwealth imposed direct taxation,
and it has gradually invaded every avenue
of taxation, even down tao our petty amusge-
ments. The State Government eannot possi-
bly put any more taxation on the people of
Weatern Australia. Already the Federal Gov-
ernment are coliecting some 30 or 40 per cent.
more in direct taxation than our State Gov-
ernment are doing, After what the Federal
Government reguire from our citizens has
been paid, there is very little left to ecollect
from our people for the purpose of earrying
on State functions. My only reason for men-
tioning the matter at this stage is that a eon-
vention, whieh is long overdue, is to be held
as goon as it can possibly be called together
after the return of Mr. Hughes, and I con-

- sider that the time has now arrived when
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Western Australia, through its Government,
shonld prepare the case for Western Australia
to be submitted to that comvention. I
propose to give mnotice to-morrow of a
motion for a select committee to be appointed
from all sides of the Chawber to preparc
Western Australia’s c¢ase. My further sug-
gestion is that when our case is prepared we
should confer with the small States of South
Australia and Tasmania, and go to that con-
vention with a united policy on the part of
the small States to insist wpon and demand
fairer and more equitable treatment than we
are at present receiving from the Cemmon-
wealth, Tt is certain that unless we get
fairer and more equitahle treatment, treat-
ment displaying more of the Federal spirit,
we shall never be able te put cur finances
straight, We cannot do it with the narrow
avenues of taxation and the other small
methods left to us by the (‘ommonwealth, 1
trust that when the motion is moved in this
Chamber, hon, members generally will support
it. Im the meantime I would ask hon. mem-
bers to obtain and peruse the pamphlet writ-
ten by Mr. E. T. Owen, showing what, in his
opinion, has been the result of Federation in
the ease of Weatern Australia. He tells us
that up to June, 1920—that is getting on for
two years ago—we had lost in hard cash,
after giving the Federal Government credit
for all moneys paid and all services rendered
to us, a sum of eight million pounds, owing
to onr having entered Federation. Adding
the figures for the following two wvears, I
suppose we can easily say that we have lost
over 10 millions sterling through our aceept-
ance of the Federal compact, and this after
allowing for everything that we have re-
ceived from the Federal Government. As
hon. members know, this State ia five mil-
lion pounds behind. If we had not federated
and thus bad not had to pay over that 10
‘millions sterling te the Commonwealth, then,
instead of having a defieit of five millions,
we would now be five millions to the good.
That is why I elaim that Federation is the
chief cause of our financial troubles. That is
why I say Federation is the spot on which
we can put our finger and say that our
troubles arise there. Of course I do not ad-
vocate cutting the painter, or resorting to
secession: but I am in favour of taking steps
to secure that fair and proper treatment
which, by the Federal Constitntion, we were
promised when we entered Federation.

Mr. TROY (Mount Magnet) [9.41]: 1
shall support the motion of fthe Leader of
the Opposition for the cutting down of the
amount asked for by the Government. 1
shall do so, because I think it is high time
the Government gave some lead and some
direction to the country as to how to bring
about an improvement in the State’s finances.
For the last five years this party in the As-
sembly have given the Government most gen-
crous support as regards the administration
of the affairs of the country. I do not think
any Government has had such generous
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treatment from its opponents as the present
Government and their predecessors have re-
ceived from this side of the Chamber. Bug

-the drift is becoming so serious, and the peo-

ple are becoming so embarrassed by taxation,
and go handicapped by the lack of services,
that it is high time the Government did some-
thing to fulfil the promis:s they have made
and repeated from time to time during the
five years they have held office. Seriously, 1
do want to know from the Premier, and from
the members of the Government, what they
propose to do to bring about a more stable
financial condition? How do they propose to re-
duce the defieit? Have they any policy at all?
Are they merely going to drift on? Have
the Government any acheme which they pro-
pose to bring inte operation in order to pro-
duce & better state of affairs? Tf they have,
why have we not got it from the Govern-
ment? We know that when one travels to-
day one hears people constantly asking,
‘*What are you going to o abont the de-
fieit? Ts this taxation we are now being sub-
jected to never going to cease? Are We never
going to be relieved of the burden we carry?
What do you propose to do? What do the
Government propose to do?’' Tn reply, I tell
such inquirers thiz, *What do yon propose
to do? During the last five years you have
had a Government in office with a huge
majority, a Government that made very de-
finite promises to you, and it is up te you
to tell the Government to keep their pro-
mises. What have you been doing during
the Tlast five years, since the last
general election?’’ It is not my re-
sponsibility. I do not know where to start
in order to bring about a change.
never had the opportunity of koowing. I
have not administered the affairs of the
State. T might just as well be told to man-
age the business of the member for Bunburr
(Mr. Money}, of which T know nothing, as
be told to solve the finarcial difficulties of
the present Government. I can give an
opinion, but I cannot give a sound and re-
Tiable opinion. The only men in this country
wha can devise a scheme to that end are the
members who 8it on the Treasury bench.
They ought to do it. It is up to them to do
it. This country is waiting for them to do
it. In my own mind I am perfectly satisfied
that the Premier does not know. He is going
to drift on in an amiable, aimless fashiom,
trusting to God that something will turn up,
that something will oceur, that some new
discovery will happen along.

Hon, P. Collier: Some act of Providencs.

Mr. TROY: Yes. The Premier has w0
idea. That is my opinion. And neither hns
any of his colleagues any idea. They simply
hope that the world may improve, and that
the effect may be felt in our finances. That
is all the idea they have of the whole posi-
tion. If they had any other idea, we woiil
know of it; we would receive some lead; we
would not have been obliged to listen 1v the
dismal tele told vs to-night by the optimistic
Premier of this country. I have notic>1 in

I have
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the '“West Austraiian,’’ the Premier’s guide,
that land settlement in the Bouth-West is
going to bring about such prosperity as will
quickly wipe out the deficit., Land settle-
ment, as you, 8ir, know, will merely aggra-
vate the position for a number of years to
come, because for many years the State must
spend, not collect, and spend liberally, and
particularly in that arca to which the Pre-
mier i3 now giving attention, namely, the
South-West. He will have to spend large
sums of moncy before there is any return
from that quarter, and while he is spending
that money the State will eontinue to drift.
So land settlement, while it will eventunally
bring a return, will not bring about any im-
mediate solution of our difficulty. It is all
* very well for the newspapers to pin their
faith to the Premier’s working out of the sal-
vation of the country by land settlement in
the South-West, but we shall not sce it ae-
complished for quite a number of years to
come. Then there is immigration. We are
to bring into the country a large number of
new people. What are they going to do?
Perhaps 75 per cent. of them will be looking
for jobs in the Government service, or at all
events in the city. A few will go on the
land. What will they want? We shall have
to borrow money to keep them on the land.
Interest will have to be paid on that borrowed
money. Clearly we eannot make good in that
way. It has been said that we are to bring
thousands of people to the country. What
will be the result? The Government will
have to borrow money to enable those who
go into the ecountry to make good, and even
then a lot of them will not make good.

Mr, J. Thomson: A large percentage will
make good.

Mr. TROY: In the wheat areas a few may
make good, but I doubt whether many of
them will be successful in the South-West.
The young men and women of to-day are not
prepared to take on the burdens which their
forbears cheerfully accepted. The pioneers
were prepared to put up a struggle and te
live simple lives, but the young people of
to-day are not eontent to live simple lives.
They are living under different conditions.
My parents, when they came out here from
the Old Country, came from harsh conditions,
At Tlome they had to pay, perhaps, 75 per
cent. of their produetion o a landlord. When
they came to this country they had .never
kuown any but harsh conditions.

Mr. Angelo: Will not the majority of the
present-day immigrants come from aimilar
conditions?

Mr, TROY: I doubt it. I have met many
of them, and they do not seem to find much
jm:provement but here.

Mrs. Cowan: TIs not that an argument
against attempting to make any progress?

Mr. TROY: ‘‘Progress,”’ you call it! Re-
cently I was apeaking to o carpenter who
eame to this State 10 years ago and settled
on the land down the South-West. He told
me he was going back to England. I asked
him why, and he said, ‘I think I ean make

a living there just as well as T can here.”’
He explained that of 12 men who had come
out 10 years ago, he was the only one left,
the others having gone back.

Mr. J. Thomson: He will be glad enough
to come out here again,

Mr, TROY: If the Premier were to speak
his mind, I think he would support me in the
view that the majority of the settlers who
come from the Old Country come from indus-
trial oeceupations, and on arrival here look
for opportunity to follow the same oceupa-
tion, When they go on the land in the
South-West, with the promises they have re-
coived from the Agent General they want
substantial backing from the Government.
And the lands of the South-West will not be
produetive for a number of years, double the
number of years required for production in
ihe wheat areas.

The Colonial Secretary: Do you suggest
that we should put none of them in the
South-West ?

My, TROY: No, but 1 suggest that that is
not a remedy for our existing difficulties, that
indced, for the time being, it will only aggra-
vate them.

The Colonial Seeretary: Then we are never
to make a start developing the South-West?

Mr. TROY: I only say that you have to
devise some other means for relieving the ex-
isting condition of affairs. You cannot pay
interest and sinking fund on fuither borrow-
ings to cnable men to develop the South-
West, [ think the Premier has said that he
eannot raise additional revenue, for the rea-
son that the people are sufficiently taxed
ahieady. I agree that the people are very
heavily taxed hoth by the Commonwealith and
by the State. But what iy going to happen
when, in the near future, the value of pro-
duetion in this country falls?  Next year
wheat will not be the price it is this year.
I have no doubt that the value of the com-
modities we are now producing, and from
which the people are paying taxation, will
foll. What will the Government do then?
How are they going to make up the de-
creased revenue? Atready the value of woal
has fallen, and so the pastoralists will not
this year pay the same taxation as they paid
last year.

The Premier: Not by a long way.

Mr. TROY: Then how is the Premier go-
ing to make up the deficiency?

The Premier: T will tell you when T intro-
duce the Estimates,

Mr, TROY; The Premier’s Estimates last
year were out by several hundreds of thou-
sands of pounds,

The Premier: By £280,000,'due to strikes.

Mr. TROY: There will always be some
trouble of the kind. Do the Government pro-
pose to retrench?

The Premier: Already we have 200 offi-
eers fewer than in 1916,

Mr. TROY: That is not n great reduetion,
after all, I do not know whether retrench-
ment ean or cannot be economically effccted.
It is not my responsibility. I cannot apeak
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with anthority of a business of which I
have no intimate personal knowledge, But
the Government have knowledge, and it is
their duty to give the country a lead. 1
notice that they have cut down the railway
serviee,

The Premier: The Commissioner of Rail-
ways has,

Mr. TROY: It amounts to the same thing.
I do nut object to that particularly, if it is
the best that can be done, But is there no
policy by which the Government can place
ex-Government servants somewhere whern
they will be of value to the country, in-
stead of throwing them on to the labour
market? :

The Premier: We are not doing that.

Hon. P. Cellier: A eonsiderable nnmber
of them are drawing superannuation pay-
ments.

Mr, TROY: Assuming that the publie
gervice is over-manned, have the Govern-
ment no means by which they can say to
an officer, ‘*We have to dispense with your
services, but we must place you in some
productive channel,’’ Do the Government
propose to do that?

The Premier: If we were to cut out tha
lot, it would not greatly relieve the position.

Hon. P. Collier: That is no reason why
you should not effect economies wherever
pussible,

The Premier: I do not think the pubne
gervice ought to be accused of being respon-
sible for the deficit.

Mr. TROY : I do not accuse them of that;
but if the public service is over-manned,
the Government ought to devise some
scheme by which they can put, at all events
the younger men, into productive channels
and say to them, ‘“There i8 Your opportu-
nity, and the State will stand behind you
for a given number of yeara.'” Why do not
the Government give such a lead, if that
lead is desirable and praeticable? We are
entitled to a lead from the Government.
The member for Gaseoyne looks to the Fed-
eral Convention to relieve us of our dis-
abilities, and he locks in wvain. He says
““‘Let us go to the Federal Government anl
peint out ovr necessities, explaining that
by entering Federation the State has
suffered. The Federal Government will
listen to us.”’ But will they? They have
their own difficulties. They eannot help us.
They have huge obligations to meet, and
those obligations have been made with the
full congent of members on that side of tha
House. Those obligations would have been
twofold had those hon. members had their
way. The Federal Government will say
that they have war liabilities to meet,
heavy interest to pay on the war loan, in
addition to their responsibilities to returned
soldiers. And what can hon, members oppn-
site say? They demanded the war loan,
and any man with sufficient temerity to say
“‘Steady! steady!’’ was branded as a pro-
German and a shirker. These things have
been done with the consent of hon. mewm-

bers opposite and by the persuasion of the
Country Party whe, most unfairly, are now
tiying to sidestep their responsibilities. For
all the burdens now being carried by the
people the Country Party is equally rospon-
sible with the Nationalist Party. For while
the tide was flowing with the Nationalists,

the Country TParty stood with them, and
elaimed the Nationalist policy. And now

the Country Party wants to stand from
under. I say it is an altogether unfair
position.

Mr. Pickering: That is eontrary to the
views of the Leader of the Opposition.

Me. TROY: At the last general election
the Country Party did the same thing. T
and a number of others were opposed by
Country Party candidates, all of whom
blumed the Mitchell Government, said they
were opposcd to the Mitchell Government,
apd declared that that Government were
responsibile for all our disabilities.

Mr. Money: You did not agree with
them?

Alr. TROY: I exposed them. I cannot
understand anything more econtemptible
than a party assisting any Government and
gharing in the responsibility of the Govern-
ment and at the same time, members of
that party going to the people throughout
the country attributing the troubles of the
Sinte to the Govermment they themselves
are participating in and thus endeavouring to
evade responsibility. So far as the Federal
Government are conccrned, they have a
great obligation imposed upon them by the
ccosent and with the assistance of members
of the Country Party, just as the Govern-
ment in this State are Kept in power by
the assistance of members of that party. I
am satisfled, however, that in the course of
time we will ind men like Mr. Gregory and
Mr. Prowse ‘‘getting from under’’ and
saying that they have nothing to do with
the Nationalists who do not concern tbem.
Tn point of truth, not of fact, they accept
their present position so long as the tide
runs in aceordance with their self interesi.
The same thing will apply to the Govern-
ment in’ Western Australia. ' )

Hon. P, Collier: When the tide turns they
will come over here.

Mr, TROY: Unless a miracle ocours I am
afraid things will be much worse in this
State than they are at the present time
despite all the optimiatic Premiers we may
have. Personally, I hope that the miracle
will o¢cnr, because any man living in this
country has an interest in teeing that that
rcgult is achieved. We do not want things
to get worse, but in my opinion the period
of -low times and depression has not yet
come to this State. I may be an evil
prophet, but T believe that what is required
in Western Australia if that evil day ani!
that depression are to be set aside, is not a
Premier whe will claim to be optimistie
when he really is mof optimistie at all, but
a strong Government, with a good working
majority like that behizd the preseat Gov-
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ernment,—a Government ‘willing and able
to give a lead to the people. If the
present Government by any drastic act
is able to save the country from the
eonsequences which I am afraid are ahead,
they will be entitled to the lasting gratitude
of the people of this country.

Mr. Pickering: That is a bona fide state-
ment.

Mr. TROY: I do not think that the
Leader of the Opposition or the members
gitting behind him, are anxious to take con-
trol of affairs from the present Government.

Mr. A, Thomson: I do not think you are,
at the present stage,

Mr. TROY: If that responsibility should
come our way, however, we will not shirk
it. Althongh the Government may have to do
unpleasant things in the future, so long as
they aect with justiee they should grapple
with the position. Even though the im-
nmediate future may not approve, posterity
will justify their actions. While we are all
influenced more or less by a sense of self
preservation, any man who aceepts the im-
portant position as Premier of this State
shonid have some lofty ideals. I do not say
that the presentesccupant of the office has not
got those lofty ideals, but so long as a man
is aeting in the interests of the country, it
does not matter what happens to him. We
may not always be in polities but unless we
can make good this session and unless we as
a Parliament c¢an do something to save this
conntry from the trouble which is threaten-
ing us, nonc of us will be here in three years
time. The people will require a change and 1
wigh that this Government would aect.

Mr. CORBOY (Yilgarn) [10.5]: I notice
that the Premier sesms to have guite n fetish
in hig mind regarding strikes,

The Premier: I merely mentioned them by
the way,

Mr. CORBOY: As a matter of fact that is
a good deal more than the hon. gentleman
did regarding matters concerning which 1
would like mere information.

The Premicr: I am perfectly willing te
give you more information if yon desire it.

Mr. CORBOY: In that casec I should like
to have seme information from the Premier
as to how he intends to effect economies dur-
ing the life of this Parliasnent, He has not
given us mueh information upon that point.

The Premier: T suggested that strikes
should be avoided as one way in which econo-
my could be achieved.

Mr, CORBOY: 1T notice thet the Govern-
ment have taken very drastic aetion iu con-
nection with some strikes. I am not referring
so much to the present Government, but to
the party which that Government represents.
Very drastic action has been taken in con-
nection with some strikes, even to the ex.
tent of taking an armed force to Fremantle
and causing a conflict which might have led
to very gerious and grave results. Ia fact, it
actually did cost the loss of one man’s life.

Hon. P. Collier: And also we lost one great
Fremier.

Mr. CORBOY: The then Premier did not
have time to prove his greatness, The Gov-
ernment have also taken sides in connection
with the Esplanade Hotel trouble and in
many other troubles as well. There secms to
be a peculiar reticence, however, in regard to
the strike we have at the present time, When
it is a question of dealing with the master
bakers or, in fact, with any other of the mas-
ters then, apparently, the Government are not
80 quick in coming to the fore with their
armed forees, in order to maintain the con-
tinnity of industries.

The Premier: The master bakers have not
been threatening to attack anyone.

Mr, O’Loghlen: It is worse than that.
They are acteally attacking onr stomachs.

Mr. CORBOY: That is deeidedly the worst
attack we have to sustain. We can stand a
black cye, but when we are forced to be hun-
gry we get quite angry. The guestion of the
railways has come up many times to-night.
I want to deal briefly with one or two as-
peets of that question. T am sorry that the
Minister for Railways iz not present, becaunse
there are one or two points regarding the re-
duction in the train serviee which I wonld
have liked him to hear. T know that for
some past the Minister for Railwaya has not
found it a8 necessary to travel so extensively
by rail as formerly, but there are many of
us who have to do so. I live in a suburb on
the Midland Junction line, and recently a new
regulation came into foree with regard to
trains on Sunday mornings. The Railway
Commissioner, with the consent of the Min-
ister for Railways, has cut down the serviee,
and now the Kalgoorlie express is run as an
ordinary suburban train, and is the only one
on Sunday mornings. Last Sunday morning
I had to come to Perth, and by the time the
express reached Maylands, it was impossible
to open the gates at the end of any of the
coaches. One had to climb over them and
even then, one conld not get his feot on the
floor of the coach, Tt was necessary to sit
on the railing and kick everyone on the plat-
form, If that system is te continue, the De-
partment will lose what little patronage it
has at the present time. Owing to the in-
creased fares, the traffic has been curtailed
and it is getting worse. The discomfort on
these trains is becoming more extreme. On
the train to which I have referred we looked
down the corrider and counted four women
with children in arms who had to
gtand becaunse they eould not get any
other accommodation in the train, What
does the Minister intend to do regarding the
cutting down of this train service? We want
better accommodation than that. According
to information during the last week, the De-
partment intends to cut out some more of
the train service, There are trains during
the middle of the morning and the middle of
the afternoon which are not extensively pat-
ronised and it would be quite reasonable to
cut them out,” If it is the intention of the
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.Commigsioner, however, t¢ cut out any fur-
ther trains during the busy part of the day,

instruetions should be given to prevent any.

such move.

The Premier: Every man whn has had a
train cut out during the day is saying the
same thing.

Mr. CORBOY: T am willing to offer the
Premier accommodation next Saturday night
if he will stay at my house and endeavour
to eatch the early Sunday morning train to
the eity.

The Premier: I am afraid I would not find
room on the platform,

Mr. CORBOY: There is another matter
which I desire to ventilate. The services of
many workers in connection with the Rail-
way Department are being dispensed with,
and we shall have the old trouble—IL am glad
there are one or two representatives of the
farmers in the Chamber who take an interest
in this matter—regarding the lack of rolling
stock to shift the harvest.

Mr. Pickering: I am glad you take that
view of it.

Mr. CORBOY: Men who have been em-
ployed in the Midland Junction workshops
are Leing dismissed at the present time, and
Jast week these dismissals inelnded six wagon
builders. In a very short time, there will
be a complaint that the Departmcent is short
of rolling stock” and the services of these
men will certainly be required. T%, iz false
economy to dismiss men whose services will
be required in three or four months’ time
¥o a few months’ time the Department will
be howling for the services of such men as
these wagon builders, in order to help in the
provision of extra rolling stock, and by that
time the men may have left the State.

Mr. Willeock: In the meantime overtime
rates are being paid. -

Mr. Pickering: There is a great shortage
of louvred trucks,

Mr, CORBOY: Although the members of
the Country Party are taking sueh a deep
interest in this matter, I would like to men-
tion that last year I met a Country Party
member who informed me that he would not
stand as a candidate until he had received a
definite assurance from the exeeutive of his
association that it would not support the Mii-
chell Government.

Member: Was he elected?
h_Mr. CORBOY: ‘No, he was not. T exposed

im,

Hon. P. Collier: He must have becn the
man who was opposing the Minister for
Worka.

Mr. CORBOY: The Premier has given us
a lot of figures to-night, but he has not given
us any explanation why the expenditure is
creeping up higher and higher. Deapite the
enormous increase in revenue, the Government
are still unable to make the ledger balance,

The Premier: I said that the reason was
mainly on secount of the inereased wages and
salaries we have to pay.

Mr. CORBOY: Taking the two years
quoted by the Premier, the increased revenue
WAS £1,844,4‘a4, while the increased expen-

diture shown was £1,879,476. The Premier
ttated that during those two yeara the wages
bill had increased by £837,000 per annum,

The Premier: That is for wages anl sal-
aries.

Mr. CORBOY: They are practically the
same, for the fact that a man receives a
salary and wears a stiff collar, does not affect
the position, That reduces the ingreased ex-
penditure to £1,042,42¢6. 1 do not think any
explanation has heen given by the Premier
to-night or by any other speaker to show
why that inercase of a wmillion bas been in-
curred. '

The Premier:
ereased as well.

Mr. CORBOY: That is a good fall back,
is it not?

The Premier: The cost of c¢oal and other
commodities has also inereased.

Mr. CORBOY: I do not think that the cost
of these commodities has risen to such an
extent as to necessitate the expenditure of an
extra million. I would like to have some real
explanation from the Government as to why
thig extra million bas been spent during last
year as compared with two years ago. We
have not had that explanation here. I would
like to know whether the Government are
really geing te tackle the position in regard
to the dismissal of men whe are not neces-
sary to the country’s service to-day. The
Government are dismissing men who- are
capable of building wagons and who they
know will be wauted. The Government know
they will be begging for these men within a
fow montha. They are dismissing fettlers
who are necessary if the lines are to be main-
tsined in the best condition; they are dis-
missing all over the State men who are doing
really necessary work.

The Premier: I do not know about that.

Mr. CORBOY: There is no doubt about it.
Tt is necessary that the railway lines be kept
in good repair unless the Government wish to
become involved in elaims for a few thou-
sand pounds by way of compensation after
wrecking a train on a bad line. For some
years T worked in the Civil Service and re-
cently T worked in the Midland .Junction
worlktshops and I was able to form a fair
idea as to where retrenchment could be
earried out on o proper basis without im-
pairing the efficiency of the work.  From
careful observations extending over a period
of five months in the Midland Junction
workshops, I say it is not in the workshops
or on the railways that retrenchment ean be
carried omt. Not 5 per cent. of the men
there employed could be dispensed with if
officiency is to be maintained, but I am sure
that the Government could dispense with 30
per cent. of its civil servants without affect-
ing the efficiency of the serviece. I was in the
civil service for a period of seven years; I
was in many departments. The real trouble
with the service is that a lad nasses his ex-
aminations, becomea a permanent civil ser-
vant automatienlly and grows up in the de-
partment, and it is not convenient to dis-
pense with his services. When he growa up

The interest bill has in-
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another lad or two are employed, and so the
game goes on. One office that I was in had
a staff of fire men and three hoys doing work
which could have been efficiently done by ouve
man and thrée hoys. The others had grown
up in the department as [ have explained
nud were kept on,

The Premier: I wish you would let me
know of that department.

Mr. CORBOY: It is not a fair thing to
ask of me, Appeint a eommission to go into
the whole question and I will give the evi-
dence.

Mr. Latham:
mission, thanks.

Hon. IP. Collier: Youn mean that it is ob-
scrvable without any eommission?

Mr, CORBOY: It js. I visited four oilices
yesterday and one of them I ean say was
grossly overstaffed with great hwlking young
fellows who could be better employed chap-
ping timber in the country iustead of send-
ing out to do such work miners who are
Iroken down with tuberculosis. 1f the Gov-
ernment are sincere and really wish to save
nmoney and employ men on reproductive
work, let them put these young fellows who
are oow quill-driving out into the country.
Jt will do them no harm; in fact I ean say
from experience that a little work will bene-
fit their health and at the same time it will
be sounder economy to adopt this course
1ather than dispense with the services of
wagon Luilders who are really needed and
who are being sacked for the purpose of
saving a few shillings. It seems as if the
Commisgioner of Railways and those econ-
trolling him from the Ministerial benches
have become panic-stricken becaunse they have
had a bad monthly report, They say the
Lottom has fallen out of the railway business.
Well, the bottom is out of everything at the
present time. There i3 depression all round,
but that is not to say that things will not
ceme again. It is certainly no indieation
that these wagon builders and other men will
not be absolutely necessary in a few months’
time. Ou the other hand, I fail to see how
any possible livening up of business could
make it necessary to retain all the young
fellowa we have in the civil service and who
could be better cmployed in doing reproduc-
tive work. If only for the purpose of doing
something to force the Government to tackle
some real economy in administration, I sup-
rort the amendment moved by the Leader of
the Opposition,

We do not’ want any cow-

Mr. PICKERING (Susgex) [10.20]: I do
not desire to take advantage of this oceasion
to make my speech on the Address-in-reply,
but I certainly do desire to comment on cer-
tain remarks made by the Premier by way
of interjection in replv to the Leader of the
Opposition.  In doing s0 I regret that it
beecomes necessary to read eertain portions
of the debate whieh took place during the
nassage through Parliament of the Forests
Bill. I would like *o direct the attention of
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members to the Interpretation Act as re-
gards the words ‘‘may’’ and ‘‘shall.’’

The Premier: We all know about that.

Mr. PICKERING: If it is known, we
can take it as read. The interpretation
amounts to this that the word ‘‘may’? leaves
the matter entirely diseretionary whereas
““ghall'’ makes it mandatory. Section 6 of
the Tforests Act, under which these exten-
sions are to be coneeded, reads:—

The Governor may (a) extend the term
of sawmill permits granted under the Land
Act Amendment Act, 1904, so far as the
operations thereunder have heen tempor-
arily discontinued in consequence of the
present state of war; (b) so, far as the
operations under any existing timber con-
cession or timber lease have been tempor-
arily suspended in consequence of the pre-
sent state of war; (i) extend the terms of
such concession or lease subject to payment
during the period of sneh extension, in licn
of the rent thereby reserved, of a royalty
on all timber acquired at the preseribed
rate of royalty under this Aet for timber
acquireld under permits, and to the regula-
tions in forece for the time being, subject
to the proviso to section forty-three; or
(i1) within twelve itonths of the terminn-
tion of the war, accept a surrender of
any concession or lease, and issue, in lien
thereof, a permit under this Aect of the
same or other land at the preseribed roy-
alty, the rent paid under the surrendered
concession or lease during the period of
temporary suspension of operations heing
credited to the permit holder and appor-
tioned over the term of the permit,

I would like to point out that the two sub-
paragraphs have a very big bearing on the
amount of money we are to receive from
Millars’' concessions, If, as the Premier
points out, these concessions have been ex-
tended under sub-paragraph (i) it means that
they will not come under the operations of
the Act, so far as the payment of royalty is
concerned, until the expiration of the time
when the concessions fall due for renewal,
Had they been brought uwndes sub-paragraph
{ii) Millars' would have immediately fallen
into line and paid the sam=2 royaltv as ap-
plies to the permit holders. There is a very
big difference indeed in the choice of those
two sub-paragraphs, and when we consider
the deplorable state of affairs laid before the
Coemmittee with regard to the BState’s
finances, and when we see the Premier de-
liberately foregoing mueh revenue which
would have accrued to the State if the con-
cessiong had been, brought under sub-para-
graph (ii) we must realise that there was
here presented one avenue by which the de-
ficit could have been redueed.
Mr, Wilson: How are youn voting?

Mr. PICEERING: I am not dealing with
that now. This Committee has been misled
by the Premier in his replies by interjection
to the Leader of the Opposition.

The Premier: How de you mean?
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Mr. PICKERING: I have been explain-
ing it. If the Premier prefers to go on tallk-
ing instead of listening, it is bis business.

Mr. O’'Loghlen: Repeat it for the Pre-
mier’s benefit.

Mr, PICKERING: If the Premier will
not listen, I am not responsible. I have given
the Premier my closest attention and have
endeavoured to hear what he had to say. It
is only with the greatest difficulty that one
can bear anything he says, and it is most
difficult for any member to discuss a Supply
Bill in these eireumstances. The Committee
were deliberately misled by the then Attor-
ney General when he put this clause before
us. T shall prove my statement from ¢ Hans-
ard.’?

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Tirst in regard to
the pastoralists and now in regard to this.

Mr. PICKERING: The Attorney General,
according to ‘‘Hansard,'' 1918, page 967,
gatd—

Now, we say to the leaseholder, ‘‘We
cannot extend your old, obsolete tenancy
eor your concession oh the terms on which
vou originally got it, because that wonld
be unfair to the other sawmiller who is a
permit holder, who is to-day paying 2s.
royalty.’”’

I am pointing out how this House is bheing
misled with regard to those concessions. If
these eoncessions have been granted, a great
injustice has been done to the rest of the
permit holders in this State. If the exten-
gions are granted to Millars’ on the lines in-
dicated, the Conservator of Forests will not

be in a position to enforce to the
fullest extent the eonditions and regu-
lations on the holders of permits. If

hae does so, they will have to go
out of the business, becanse they will be
unable to compete with Millars’ whose con-
eessions are under sub-paragraph (i). It has
bhoen stated that it was compulsory for the
Government to extend these concessions to
Millars®. The word *‘may'’ does not mean
that the Government were compelled to do
g0. The reason these two sub-paragraphs
were put in was to afford the Government
an opportunity to protect not only the forests
but also the finances of the State which are
in such a deplorable condition The Attorney
General further stated—

T hope hon members appreciate the po-
sition hetween the concession holder, the
leascholder and the permitholder. The con-
cession holder pays a very small fee. In
some ingtances it is £150 a year. It was
fixed in the early days, 30 or 40 years ago.
Most of these leases and econcessions cx-
pire between the years 1924 and 1927, The
leaseholder pays £20 per square mile per
annum. Tt is not proposed to remew the
concessions or leases on the same terms un-
der which they have been held. Tt is pro-
posed to renew them on the same terms as
the permit holder,

If my interpretation is eorrect, the members
iaf;] this Committee have been deliberately mis-
ed.

Hon. P. Collier: The Premier says that is
the intention of the Government.

Mr. PICKERING: No, the Premier says
he has extended Millars® concessions under
sub-paragraph (i), and under that we cannot
colleet the royalty until the period for these
concessions has expired,

The Premier: We had no right te.

Mr, PICKERING: 'We agreed to extend
these leases and coneessions, not as a right
but as an act of justice, and if we allow them
to stand at the date when they naturally ex-
1re any number of sawmillers will take them
up when they expire on any terms the Gov-
ernment like to fix. The Prenier, however,
says: ‘‘No, we will give you the advantage
of the period of the war during whieh they
were not used, and at a rote which will defer
the royalty.’’

'he Premier: That is not so.

Mr. PICKERING: Tt is so.

The Premier: I say it is not.

Mr., PICKERING: The Leader of the
Opposition, when speaking on this matter in
1918, ‘‘Hansard,’’ page 969, said—

In the faee of that we say to the lcase-
holder who has concessions, that could neot
be obtained anywhere in Australia during
the past 20 years, we will give considera-
tion to you for the £22,000. T am not pre-
pared to go that far. It is a fair thing
for Parliament to ask these people if they
surrender their leases, to eontinne during
the period under review on the same terms
and conditions as any other sawmill pro-
prietor operating in the forest at the pre-
sent time. Parliament proposes to give
them an extended rate for four years and
we are justified in saying for those four
years, ‘‘Yon come under the same condi-

tions as other people operating in the
forest.”’
The Government are not doing this.  They

are extending these permits to Millars’ on
ltnes which give them great advantages over
the permit hollers of to-day. It will be im-
possible for the Conservator to enforce om
the cxisting permit holders such conditiona as
will safeguard the forestry of this State until
such time as the leases and concessions to
the combine lapse. That will not be until
1¢ years’ time, and T am safe in saying that
the loss of revenue which will result to this
State in consequence will amount to £7350,000
or £1,000,000. .

The Premier: That is sheer nonsense.

Mr. PICKERING: The Premier can say
sn if he likes.

The Premier: T do say s0.”~ -

Mr. PICKERING: Then the Premier
should be able to demonstrate it and make it
clear in a voice that we can all hear. The
Attorney General went on to say—

The leaschold works out at 10l4d. per
load on what they have been eutting.
That is what they are paying, and this is
what the Attorney General said in intredue-
ing this Bill and speaking te thesec two me-
tions. The Attorney General was highly
eommended by the House and the public on
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the way in whieh he introduced the Bill
When hon. members listencd to the Attorney
General and the interpretation he placed
upon this clause they were misled by him
into believing that, if such voncessions were
made to Millar’s, they would come under the
same conditions as other permit holders in
the State. The Leader of the Opposition
then said—

{ say the Committee is not justified in
any generosity of that kind. For my part
I will support the amendment, But the
amendment does not go far encugh. T
will vote against the clause and will say to
those people, ‘Unless you are prepared to
meet ws on au equitable basis, that Ig,
agree to come under the same terms,
namely, 2s. per load royalty, as others have
paid, we will give you no concession.’’

This is the deliberate statement of the
Leader of the Oppositiow

Hon. P. Collier: And the Attorngy General
agreed.

Mr. PICKERING: Yes, and yet we arc
told by the Premier that, in spite of the dis-
eretionary power contained in the elause, he
has extended the concessions on the No. 1
cundition. 1 have no personal feeling in
this matter. 1 am not a Western Australian
born, hut T have at heart the interesis of the
State, and the conservation of our forests.
I fear there arc not wany representatives
jp this Chamber whe really approeiate the
vital neeessity for the conservation of that
great asset.

The Minister for Mines: You have no right
to refleet upon members of this Chamber.

Mr, PICKERING: T can say that this is
my opinion. Tf such concessions have been
made, as indicated, then wec have done an
incaleulable injury to the forests policy of
the State, and vitally affected any bencfit
that will accrue, as a result of the expendi-
ture of money on the development of the
forests, whigh expenditure will represent so
mich money thrown into the sca.

The Premier: Nothing of the sort.

My, PICKERING: T say it is so. T should
like to quote another statement made by the
Attorney General. He said—

Conservators of Foreats cannot be found
overy day, like doctors or lawyers. New
South Wales was for 17 years trying to
find an officer, and those States that are
finding it nceessary to pursne g forest
policy are on the look-out for forest officers,
that is why we want an agreement for
seven years., If we cut out ‘‘from time to
time'’ and the Governor fixes the salary,
can he alter that salarv? Js it desirable
that the Conservator of Forests, ns the for-
est revenue grows and the importance of
the indnstry grows, should reccive the sal-
ary which he reecives now?

This State has been exceptionally fortunate
in obtaining the services of a forester of the
ealibre of Mr. Lane-Toole, Tt has been
demonatrated that it requires an exeeption-
ally strong man to stand up against the op-
position to onr forest development. Tt would

e a ecalamity to lose the services of 2 man
of such conspicuous ability as Mr. Lane-Poole
as Foreats Conservator. Remarks have been
made thiz evening about the Country Party
and about members of the Country Party not
giving effect to plank Ne, 11 of their plat-
form. Something was said by the Leader of
the Opposition, wWho construed a document
as an instruction to us regarding our attitude
towards economy. Since I have bad the hoa-
our of representing the Sussex electorate, I
have done my utmost to Lring about economy.
Those members who have been in past Parlia-
ments will remember that when the Public
Service et came np for discussion I strongly
recommended 2 reduction in the Civil Ser-
vige of 33-1/3rd per cent. I am glad to find
in the Honse a new member, sitting opposit ;,
who is prepared to advoecate a similar polizy.
The percentzge may be a large one, but it iz
evident that there is plenty of room for i=-
trenchment in the Civil Serviee. The Gover -
ment should give some evidence of their exrn-
estness in this regard. The Speech states
that a reduction of 206 ecivil servants Loy
been made during the last five years,

Hon. P, (ollier: They are mostly retired
on ensions.

The Premier: We could uot sack them
without their pensions.

Hon. P. Collier: The statement indieates
that you are economising or reducing the
number, but you are not doing so; you are
retiving them on pensions.

[Hon. G. Taylor took the Chair.}

Mr, PICKERING : There is a very decided
opening for the Government to use the politi-
cal pruning knife in the service, but I cannot
see that there is any indication of that in-
tention in the Speech. Neither can T see any
indication of a policy of economy in that par-
ticular direction. This is a matter for great
regret.

Hon. P. Collier: Or of economy of any other
kind.

Mr. PICKERING: It is certainly hard te
find such a policy. I hope, when the Pre-
mier presents his Budget, he will come for-
ward with a deflnite policy so that we shall
know where we are. The position has been
placed Lefore the House to-night, very con-
cigely and interestingly, by the member for
Mount Maguet, The attitude of that hon.
member is worthy of emulation by every other
member, namely, that he will give his most
cordial and earnest support to the Govern-
ment if they ate prepared to show a way of
overcoming the difficulties contronting us, T
feel it is necessary that we should all appre-
cinte the seriousness of the position facing
us, at all events, so far as our forest poliey
is eoncerned. '

The MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. J.
Scaddan—Albany) (10-37]: I wish briefly to
reply to the statementa made by the member for
Bussex concerning the proposed extension of the
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concessions and lenses held by Millara. First of
all, the hon. member may read * Hansard >
irom page 1 to the end—

The CHAIRMAN : There is a motion already
upon the Natice Paper dealing with this question.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I drew the
attention of Mr. Stubbs, when he was in the
Chair, to that fact but he took no notice of it.

The CHATIRMAN : I will allow the Minister
to proceed.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It would be
unfair to sllow these statements to go un.
challenged. Whatever reference may be made by
any member, whether the Minister who introduces
the Bill or any other member of the Chamber,
it does not affect the law, which must stand.
Frequently, the courts set aside the judgments
of lower :courts although they have been based
on what are supposed to have been the intentions
of Parlisment, and have declared that the law
as worded means n certain’ thing, and that it
nust be read accordingly. We have an Act, and
under that Act we must operate. The Foresta
Act of 1918 {aid down certain conditions for the
contro! and conservation of our foresis. If the
hon. member will look at the Act he will find that
it is divided into parts. The first part deals with
the title and with the clauses bearing upon the
iterpretation, and salso with the provision
dealing with the extension of leases and con-
cesgions, on which operations had been tempoe-
arily suspended owing to the war. Part 2 sets
out that there shall be established & Forests
Department and that there shall be a Conservator
of Torests, and that the Conservator shall be
empowered under the Minister to do certain
things. Wherever it provides that the Governor-
in-Council may do certain acts, it also provides
that he shall do them on the recommendation of
the Conservator of Forests. But it does not say
that the extension of these leases shall be under
the control of the Comservator of Forests, or
subject to any recommendation by him. Tt
saya that—

the Governor may extend the term of sawmill

permits granted under the Land Act, 1904, a0

far as the operstions thereunder have been
temporarily discontinued in consequence of
the present state of war; and so far as the
operations under any existing timber con-
cession or timber lease have been temporarily
suspended in consequence of the present stato
of war (i) extend the term of such concession
or lease subject to payment, during the period
of such extension, in lieu of the rent thereby
reserved—
The period is the period after the expiration of
the existing lease or concession, and the rent
reserved is that reserved in the lease or con-
cession—

of a royalty on all timber acquired at the

prescribed rate of royalty under this Act for

timber acquired under permits, and to the
regulations in force for the time being, subject

to the proviso to Section 43—

That being the section which permits the
Governor-in-Council to make, on the recom-
mendation of the Conservator, regulations. The
proviso in queetion .sets out—
Provided that so far as such regulations
apply to any existing concession, lease, or
sawmill permit, such regulations shall not be

inconsistent with the rights under such con.

cession, lease, or permit.

It is only a question of deciding what are the
righta under the existing leases, concessions, or
permits—existing, that is, at the time of the
passing of this Act-  All other regulations which
do not in any way abrogate then-existing rights
must stand. The lessees or concessionaires must
pay during the period of extension the royvalty
that is prescribed under this Act in respect of
permits issued to anyenc else. But the hon.
member says we should take upon oursslves to
graant extension under sub-paragraph (ii), which
provides that the Crovernor may—

within 12 months of the terminstion of the

war, accept & surrender of any concession ar’

lcasge, and issue, in lieu thereof, & permit under
this Act of the same or other land at the
prescribed royalty, the rent paid. under the
surcendered concession or lease during the
period of temporary suspension of operations
being credited to the permit holder and appor-
tioned over the term of the permit.
Can the hon. member understand English ? I
suppose there is no member of this House who
can speak English ag well as does the member for
Sugsex, The member for Bussex knows that &
surrender cannot be accepted unless it is offered.

Mr. Pickering: But there is no obligation to
extend.

The MINISTER TFOR MINES: Under this
Act there is unquestionably o strong moral
obligation on the Government, having regard to
the fact that Parliament laid it down that in
respect of suspension of operations owing to the
atate of war the lessees or concessionaires shounld
obtain extensions subject to covenant. The hon.
member would be one of the first to call the
Government to account if they had refused to
grant what this Act enablies them to grant. There
is no one in thia Chamber, or in this country,
who will back a sound forestry policy more than I
will as Minister controlling the forests of the
Btate. I have backed up Mr. Lane-Poole on
every possible occasion, even on the publie plat-
form, snd as against members of the House who
ought to have known better. But I will not
support Lane-Poole or any other public servant
who wishes to override Parliament. What is
the use of our passing Acts of Parliament giving
powers to a certain individual who then says,
“I do not wish to do what Parlinment directs ** ¥
It is well known that Mr. Lane-Poole suggested
the dropping of the Forests Bill.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: He wishes to be a
dictator.

The MINISTER FORMINES : IsayMr. Lane
Poole is one of the best forestersin Austrslia or in
the British Empire; but I also say that Mr.
Lane-Poole, like every other public servant, has
to abide by the decision of Parlisment. First of

* all, the Government were not called upon to go to

Lane-Poole for & recommendation in this matter
at all, hecause the power has been deliberately
put by Parliament in a part of the Act which is
altogether separate from the Conservator's
functions. The power has heen given to the
Exccutive direct. However, we went to Lane-
Poole and said to him, * Yon are going to London
in connection with an exhibition. We suggest
that, while in London, you should see Millare’
directors and sscertein what is the best bargain
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you can make with them in order to meet the
wighes of Parliament but at the same time con-
serving the interests of the State.” He went to
London and approached Millars™ directors, and
came back here. Some misunderstanding arose,
because Millars' directors thought he meant one
thing and he said he meant another. Thus ne
progress was made. Since then Millars have
asked thet we should come to a decision upon the
matter, in order that they might be enabled to
formulate their forcst policy. T could occupy
the attention of this Committee for & considerable
time in explaining why Millars, like every other
big corperation, require to know what lies ahead
of them for some years, If they have only a
few years in which to finally complete their policy,
they would have to et about cutting out all their
remaining foresta very quickly-—with disastrous
results to our forestry policy. If an extension of
four or five years is assured to them, they can,
on the other hand, formulate a very diffecent
scheme of operations. Eventually Mr. Lane-
Poole suggested that we should exercise our
diseretion under the words referred to by the
member for Sussex—* the Governor may.”
I know perfectly that in an Act of Parliament the
word * may " means what it says, and does not
mean “shall.” Had Parliament enacted that
the Governor “shall” extend the term of leases
held by other persona, it wonld have been absurd,
because thoge other persons might not accept
extensions, The Act says that the Governor
“may,” if the leascholders wish it, grant ex-
tengions. In my opinion, what Parliament had
in view was not the discretion of the Conservator
but the discretion of the Executive. That dis-
cretion refers to granting extensions corres
ponding to the periods during which the lease-
holders were prevented by the state of war from
operating on their leases, subject, however. to
the leasebolders having paid the rents during
the periods of suspension of operations and to
their complying in futore with the regulations
except in 8o for as any regulation wight conflict
with their rights. I told Mr. LaneFoole this,
and I msde the suggestion to Cabinet, and
Cabinst approved of it. I slso informed Mr.
Lane-Poole that, the question having been
decided, the CGaovernor-in-Council was to be
approached with a view to extensions being
granted, T said to Mr. Lane-Poole, “1 want
you, 88 Conservator, to establish the facts re-
garding the periods during which operations have
been suspended on the various leases. That is all
you need worry about at the moment. Find out
how long the companies have suspended oper-
ations. so that we may comply with the decision
of Parliament.” Not a move! Only a further
recommendation urging that no extension be
granted, * otherwise we shall have no forest
policy for the next ten years, and my heart will
be broken,” and all the reat of it. Lane-Poole
disagreed with the decision of Parlinment. Fre.
quently Acts are passed with which meny of us
disagree. But when 8 measure becomes an Act
the Government must accept and observe it
until Parliament otherwise determines. I dis-

to the uttermost extent with one provision
of this Foresta Act which removes the control of
revenue from Parliament, giving the -Conservator
control of threa-fifths of tho revenue raised under
the measure. I consider that Parliament decided
ill-advisedly in that particular. But as regards

the matter of extension there was no discretion
vested in the Conservator: it was s matter of
direction from Parliament to the Executive.
For Mr. Lane-Poole as Congervator of Forests
I have the greatest respect ; but I care not who
the public servant may be- -whether it be the
Auditor (leneral, who is responsible only to
Parliament, or whether it be, for the sake of
illeatration, the hall porter in the Mines Depart-
ment- -the public servant must abey the directions
of Parliament. T venture to say that if the
member for Sussex considers the question a little
more closely, he will arrive at the conclusion that
if Mr. Lane-Poole looked into the subject a little
further, then Mr. Lanc-Poole, as a person ap-
pointed by the State to perform certain services,
ought to appreciate that hia opinion on matters
other than those connected with scientific
forestry must give way to the opinions of Par-
liament. We are responsible to the publie.
There is never a session of Parliament but we have
to give way on some point. Members disagres
with a decision arrived at, but they have to give
way; and Mr. Lane-Poole has to come to the
same position. I have never yet declined s
recommendation made by the Conservator on any
matter dealing with the State forests; because
Parlisment has taken it out of my hands, and T
do not fecl that I am entitled to disagres. But
when Mr. Lane-Poole refuses to act under the
direction of Parliament, then he is not obeying
the instruction of Parliament, which is supreme
in all these matters. I want to conserve our
forests, and I will proteet any forest officer in
all matters of technical kmowledge. T believe
Mr. Lane-Poole has & thorough technical know-
ledge. But he has made some proposals in regard
to regulations under the Forests Act, which,
while they would be perfectly satisfactory 10
years hence, are not practicable to-day. BMr.
Lane-Poole is bound to get a bit of a set back
from time to time. The man who looks for s
emooth passage in introducing an entirely new
poliey is going to be considerably disappointed.
It is that which is the trouble with Mr. Lane.
Pacle. As an expert forester he is second to
none whom I know, but he does not seem to grip
the fact that the interests of the State are placed
in the hands of Parliament, and that he hae to
accept the dictates of Parliament. Even now
I do not th nk the disagreement is of such magni-
tude as to justify Mr. Lane-Poole in asking the
Government for permission to look for s job
elsewhere.

Mr. A, Thomson :
at atake,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: No.

Mr. A. Thomson: Well, how much ?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Why ask, if
you know ? :

Mr. A. Thomson: Why do not you tell the
Committee how much ?

The Prem er: There is no money involved.

The MINISTER FOR MINES : 1f any money
were involved the hon. member should have known
it when he was o party to the passing of the Bill,
How comes it that he wakes up at this late
hour to the fact thet Parliament has done some-
thing wrong, involving the country in a loss ? 1
say that no money is involved.

Mr. A. Thomson : You know very well that a
great deal of money is involved.

A terrible lot of money is
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The MINISTER FOR MINES: There is some
commonsense involved. Even if money were
involved, it would have no bearing on the point
at issue.

Hon, P. Collier: Yes, a hard.up State would
be justified in considering it. :

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Parliament
arrived at a definite decigion. Although the
word * may " was used, the decision was definite,

Mr. ('Loghlen : It was not too definite.

Hon, P. Collier: What is your interpretation
of “ during the period of such extension ™ ?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: There can be
no misgivings about that. It means the period
from what would have been the termination of
the concession to the termination of the extended
time, and it means that during that period
royalties shall be paid.

Hon, P. Collier: You are now granting the
extension under those conditions ¥

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes.

Hon, P. Collier: Well, surely that is the end
of it1

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Their rights
are conserved only in regpect of exiating leases.
In respect of their extensions, they have to pay
the royalty preseribed under the Act.

Mr. A. Thomson: They can cut any class of
timber they like.

Mr. O'Toghten: In respect of revenue the
State cannot lose, but must gain.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That is so.
If they pay the royalty on the present prescribed
rate, we shall gain considerably. That is the
point. Whatever our views may be, we arc
actunlly granting to Millars an extension equal to
the period lost in consequence of the war. T em
quite sure that is not in conflict with the in-
tentions of the members who agreed to the Bill..

Mr. Pickering : They were misled by the then
Attorney General.,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Nothing of
the gort. That is & reflection on every member
who waa then in the House. The hon. member
could not make anyboedy believe that he himself
was misled. What nonsense! Nobody was
migled by that provision of the Bill.

Hon. P. Collier: It was passed ot & very late
hour that night.

The MINISTER FOR MINES : That may be
g0. 1 agree with the member for North-East
Fremantle that certain provisions of the measure
shonld not be there. Parlinment had no right
to hand over public revenues to any individual
person. But on the point under discuasion
Parliament dirccted the Governor to do certain
things, “May' waas used, but only because
*“shall™ could not be used in that eonnection.
The * may ** meant that in certain circumstances
the Governor ‘““shall,” We have not exceeded
the authority of Parliament- in the slightest
degree. The only diflerence of opinion is s to
whether it be good poliey to let the company
have any extension at sll,

Mr. O'Loghlen: Are the negotiations yet
finalised ? .

The MINISTER FOR MINES: No.

Mr. A, Thomson : Will you give me a pledge
that they will not be finalised until the member
for Sussex has moved his motion ?

The MINISTER FOR MINES : 1 will give the
hon. member no pledge whatever, except thag
I will obey Parliament.

AMr. O’'Loghlen: Is it likely to be decided
before the hon, member can move his motion ?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Only the
Premier can say that. I am not to be moved by
either the member for Sussex or the member for
Katanning.

Hon. W. C. Angwin :

Forests. -
The MINISTER FOR MINES: Or anybody
else. The papers will disclose that the whole
point of difference was that My, Lane-Poole
desired that there should be no extension at all,
that he wanted to set aside the decision of Par-
liament. Parlisment decided the question, and
he has to accept it.

Mr. McCallum : Did he put up any suggestion
a3 to what was to be done with these areas ?

The MINISTER FORMINES : I do not know.
At all events that bas no bearing on it. Take
a mining lease. They are on good stuff when the
lease expires. Would the hon. member suggest
that in spite of the moral obligation to give them
an extension, we should step in ond say “no™ ?
That is exactly what is oceurring on these leases.
They paid the State £30,000 rental, and were
unable to work their leages on account of the war.

Mr. Pickering interjected.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: If the hon.
member can now see in it something wrong, it
is & reflection on himself among others, He was
in the House at the time. To say that he was
niisled by the then Attorney Cieneral is only a
further confession of weskness on his part. .

Hon. P. Collier: A aplit in the Ministerial
ranks !

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The Govern-
ment have conserved the interests of the State
in this. We shall not lose financially, and we
cannot lose much in point of conservation of the
forests, because Millars, if they had only s
restricted time in which to operate, would. go.in
and cut down as fast a3 they conld, without
regard to the future.

Mr. Wilson: From what you say, anyone else
would get the same considerstion.

The MINISTER FOQR MINES:
neither more nor lesa.

Mr. A, THOMBON (Katanning) {11-01: Ap-
parently it ia outrageous that the members for
Sussex and for Katanning should even venture a
suggestion. With all due respect to the Minister,
we are just as much entitled to our opinion as
is he to his. There is considerable doubt about
the interpretation of Swctions 1 and 2, as regards
“may” or “shall” 1t is all very fine for the
Minister to say you cannot do this or that, bu
if the Minister had adopted Section 2 the company
would have had to pay royalty from the very .
inception, instead of only during the period of
extension.

The CHAIRMAN : I allowed the Minister to
reply in full, but I think the hon. member is
ecarcely entitled now to go over the whole
guestion again. :

Mr. A. THOMSON : 1 want a definite assurance
from the Government that these papers will not
be signed until the member for Sussex has moved
his motion, I trust the Premier wil! give that

Or the Conservator of

Precisely,



72 [ASSEMBLY.]

assurance. I am not satisfied with the Minister's
explanation.

The Minister for Mines: T did not suppose
vou would be, for you do not understand the
subject.

Mr. A, THOMSON:
commend me to the Minister. But I am not
going to be bluffed and bullied by him. I object
to the Minister's attack upon tha member for
Sussex and myself. We are entitled to our
opinion.

Hon. P. Collier: And we are awaiting it.

Mr. A. THOMSON : [ want an assurance from
the Premier that these papers will not be signed
until the member for Sussex moves his motion.

The Premier : They may be signed.

Mr. J. Thomson: And I hops they will be
signed.

Mr. A, THOMSON : ‘The hon. member does
not know anything about the subject. I believe
there is a considerable amount of money at stake.

Mr. Simons: It means over & million pounds
to Millars’ money taken from the State revenue.

Mr. A, THOMSON : And it means that all other
people in the timber trade are to be under the
domination of Millars. Qur own State saw
mills have to pay & royalty of 23. per load, yet
people arc willing to pay private owners of timber
land £1 per load and drag it six miles to the mill.
Thie is not a matter to he flippantly put on one
side ; it is a matter for serious consideration,
and we are entitled to ask the Government not
to sign those papers and give away the heritage
of the State, unless the House is satisfied that
6he Minister for Minea is correet or the member
for Bussex and I are correct.

The Minister for Mines: Why did you not
fight it before? You helped to put in this
provision.

Mr. A, THOMSON : I am asking the House to
ace that we protect the assets of the State.

The Minister for Mines: That is what we are
doing.

Mr. A. THOMSON : Tf the Minister is cocrect,
we must submit to the law. He isa not infallible
and may be making a mistake now.

Hon. P. Collier: Not now that he has gone
over to the Ministerial side of the House. He
used to make lots of mistakes when he was on
our side.

Mr. A. THOMSON : I would like to get from
the Government an assurance now that the
papers will not be signed.

Hon. G. Taylor: I cannot guarantee that.

Me. A. THOMSON : Surely the Premier can
give his guarantes here.

The PREMIER {Hon. Sir James Mitchell—
Northam) {11-5]: The¢ member for Sussex has
been making particular reference to what the

. Attomey General said when introducing the
measuore and hag been regarding those remarks
ag law, He knowa, however, that the law is
the Act as it stands on the Statute book and
it sets out that before extension the people who
have & lease extended must pay such royalty as
i3 prescribed by the Conservator.

Mr. Pickering: That is, coming under No. 1,
where cdisoretion is exercised.

The PREMIER : Tt is quite clear to0 members
that not one penny more can be got from any

For bluff and bully

other person operating this lease after the expiry
of Millar's lease.

Mr. Pickering: There is a considerable differ-
ence,

The PREMIER : I do not want to discuss the
matter further. I would ask hon. members to
think for & moment and to ask themselves,
supposing they owned these leases, whether they
would he willing to forfeit £1,000,000 as suggested
by these gentlemen.

Mr. A. Thomson : You would get the increased
royalties,

The PREMIER : It would mean that they
would be paying £1,000,000 for the right of
surrendering their lease. I did not think snyone
would be so foolish as to suggest anything of the
sort.

Mr. A, Thomson: That is not the statement
I made. I said that we were losing revenue.

The Minister for Mines: You made no such
statement.

The PREMIER : There is no hurry about this
matter for a week or 3¢ but the leases may have
been renewed by now for all I know. Mr. Lane-
Poole had the papers and may have signed them
now. We are simply administering the law
end it is astonishing to find men who have made
the law 80 ready to say that it should be set
aside. This House deliberately made the law
and the hon. member helped to make it.

Mr. Pickering: We deliberately amended the
fourth section, you know. .

The PREMIER: I con assure hon. members
that this country will not lose one penny by
the extension of these leasea.

Hon. P. COLLIER: This is an important
matter, and as the hour is late I move—

That progress be reported.
Motion put and passed.

Mr. SPEAKER : To-morrow it will be necessary
for the Premier to move again for the suspension
of the Standing Orcders, and as he will be moving
without notice, the motion will require 26 mem-
bers in support. The resolution passed to-day
authoriged the suspension of the Standing Orders
to enable the Bill to be passed through all its
stages in one day.

The Premier: The Leader of the Opposition
will have to help us to make up the 26,

Hon, P, Collier: Yes, I will do that.

BILL—TREASURY BILLS (SIGNATURES).
Returned from the Council without amendment,

House adjonrned at 11-14 pm.




