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for exaibple the poastoralist. 'rake thle snait
in thle f ar North who runs cattle. How is lie to
he guaranteed Against loss of stock? Probably
in soinceases lie cannot get his stroelt broughit
clown. The question is one which requires
sePrious ronsmideratin [ anm sure that those,
iWhIo are interested in the pool will also eon-
sider thle claimts of others as well as their
Own.

f note with gratificationl tlhat thle Gov-
ci-aient intend to augmient the metropolitan
water supply. It is high time that something
was. done in that direction. I had hoped that
sonietiting would have been accomplished be-
fore this, l)int now we have missed the pre-
sent seasn. I ami pleased to See refereceC
mande lin the Speech to the forests labor-atory,
and to tile Council of Industrial 1)evelopinent.
Anyone who has bail the opportunity of
visiting the recent exhibition ink connection
with our forest products, must have been
impressed by the earnestness of the Conser-
i-ator in displaying iii such a manner the
State's possibilities. The demionstration was

an 'eye-opener to miany. The point
* . s4. mrse, wich requires to he determined

ih What exteiit sonic of the ideas canl be
* *rrjsd ouit with profitable results. If we con

jVotenterprises in connection with miany
ir products, aind tinanafneture articles at

wh ievich will enable uts to export, thent
'-w jdj eu theo Government should give the

filliest aliAii Art'h 9irectionls. 'The practical
view, bnWV*,- js important and will need
to be tho. kqnired into. T think, there-
fore, thSJN " enllr;igenient shiould be
given. IT .knrlude my remarks liy a re-
ference tv tife'iagrnph on thle 41onelrling
page of 1t S-pR-tj-A winch -illmided to thle aial-
gamjatioli jffe&, cleral and Slate Taxation

DepirtI~ft~.X~'ion thle mieasure for tile
nilgai't Lon of those Departmnents eame be-

fore 11 last Year I expro'sser1 seone doub)t as
to wvither it was -wise for the Stste to eater

~ i greemient. f sill have very grave1-C
g~nrs sto thle , -isilon of t-he passing of

j~Iji Xi tI regret to note that it is Conl-
3~t t it 1to make eveni further amialgana-
rtifps -itl rut lst that tile Governmlent will

iiltfor a timje in order to see thle restul t of
the mne Iihieli has just been eiiterefl up4 n.
T look uponl tin' aninlgnmnatioii of thle '' axn-

f±Ql Tepnrtmnt as the first step towards
.uiliation, and if further aniiilganntions,

take place thle positionk Will lie niade worse.
One wnnts to make x-ei-v sure of his ground.
If wve li studlierd Iiore eloseli- thle report of
\P1-. Own-e issued in 'Novemiiber, 1919), the
measure paissed last 'rear to antharise the
aniialgainiation wouldl not lint-c been agreed to
so readily. T urge bon. mneibers to closely
pern~e thiat renort so that they iiia1Y be pr--
paredl, if ant ' furithevr nialgainatioi proposals
-are submnitted. I do tint agree, of cour-se,
with everythiiig contained in tile Speech, buit
notwitlistandia" any adverse criticisni TI mar
hare indulgedl iii, Y assure the MTinisteri that
it has bieen offered with tile intention of
trying to snt'gest sonic method whereby we
ay reduLce thle deficit. If any' suggestionls I

hjaVe sna1de result in any other Menmber hoing
iprompiitedl to mnake suggestions in addition, to
assist thle Government of the day, then I will
be pleased to think that T shall at least have
been of somne little serviee to the State.

Onl iotior hi vlHon. Sir Edward \Vittc-
noom deobate adjourned.

IHowcc o-djouraced at 6 pa.
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The SL'A KR took the Chair at 4.30
p.m.,, an srteal iiia ye is.

SWEARI NG IN OF -MEMBER.

'Mr. Willeock (0-eralti) took and -suls-
scribed thle oath and signed thle roll.

ASSENT TO BILL.

-Message froni the Governor secilved and
read notifVying assent to thle Treasuryv Hills
(Signatures) Bill.

QLFTT IONS (i) -BAT [SWAY -MATT ERS.

Seasoni ewd yearly tickets.

'Mr. PICKERENG asked the Minister for

lins n 1, Ts it a faqct that the ''allliets :n "seetional' season tickets are-
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issued] on the basis of 12 monthly paymients?
2, W hat advantage accrues to the purchaser
of the'yearly ticket? 3, What is the antici-
pated loss of revenue (a) by the loss of the
12 months advance payments; (b) loss of
issues? 4, Does the Minister propose to give
any advantage to purchasers of yearly tickets
over purchasers of monthly tickets?

The 'MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, Yes. 2, None, other than that he
is protected from the effect of any further
advance in season ticket rates dluring the
currency of his ticket, and that holders of
yearly and half-yearly tickets are always cer-
tain of cloak-room facilities free of charge.
3, Nil. As a matter of fact the season ticket
earnings for the year just closed show an in-
crease of £23,000 over the earnings of the
previous year. 4, 'No. It is not proposed to
go further than indicated in reply to Ques-
tion, 2.

Buffet ear, South- Western Line.
Mr. PICKERING asked the 'Minister for

Railways: 1, Is it his intention to provide
a buffet car on the South-Western line? 2,'If not, why not? 3, If so, over what section$
4, If so, at what approximate date?

The MINISTER FOR -RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, No. 2, Because it is not considered
to be necessary. 3 and 4, See reply to No.
2.

Rates on agricfltura' traffic.

Mr. 'McCALLUM asked the 'Minister for
Railways: 1, What are the rates of freight
charged by the Railway Department on the
following goods: agricultur-al machinery, ar-
tificial manures, wheat, wool, coal, chaff,
oats? 2, What has been the result of this
traffic to the department (profit or loss on
each item separately) for the last financial
year?

The 'MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, The rates given ini accordance with
the rates book, and varying according to the
mileage carried. 2, It is not practicable to
calculate the actual results of this trade to
the department, bat on the average cost per
ton mile throughout the railway system on
all goods traffic, manure, wheat, coalI and
chaff would show a loss, and wool would
show a profit.

Kalgoorlie Express, overcrowding.
Hon. P. COLLIER asked the Minister for

Railways: 1, What number of sec-ond-class
passengers wvere on board the express train
ex Kalgoorlie on the 20th July last? 2, What
was the seating capacity of the accommoda-
tion lirovided? 3, Is the 'Minister aware that
a number -of passengers were compelled to
stand in the corridors and on the platforms
throughout the night journey to Perth and
that, in addition, compartments were dis-
gracefully overcrowvded? 4, Will hie cause the
matter to be thoroughly sifted and ascertain

who was responsible for such, callous indiffer-
ence to passengers' intderests?

The MINISTER FOR 'RAILWAYS* re-
plied: 1, It is presumedi that an error has
crept into this question, and the date intendled
to refer to is the 25th ultimo; the reply is
therefore 38 sleepers and 42 ordinary. 2,
Forty-eight sitting or 36 sleeping, but com-
partments in a first-class ear were utilised for
second-class passengers holding sleeping-
berth tickets. 3, Yes; the second-class accom-
modation was inadequate. 4, The matter i.,
being inquired into, and those responsible will
he suitably dealt with.

Demnurrage remitted, wool and wheat,

Hon. P. COLLIER aked the Minister for
Railways: 1, What was the amount of money
involved in demurrage charges on wool the
whole of which was rebated by the Commis-
sioner of Railways consequent upon a deputa-
tion fromn the Primary Producers' Association
(consisting of Messrs. Monger ad Lee
Steere) which waited upon the Commissioner
in April or Ma-y last?- 2, The total samount
of demurrage charges on wheat, remitted or
refunded during the last financial year?

The 'MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1I £4,154 Os. 8d.; wool is carried at
first class rate, which rate includes charge
for handling by the Commissioner; the de-
inurrage accrued due to the wool and hides
boeing held in trucks in consequence of the
carters, who were en strike, refusing to
handle same, and as the goods shed accom-
modation was not equal to storing all that
was received, it would have been manifestly
unwise for the Commissioner to unload the
trucks, which, as stated, was his respon si-
bility; and, seeing that the demurrage accrued
because the department did not unload the
trucks, the Comnmnissioner took the view that
such demurrage could not reasonably be
debitedl to the consignees. 2, £393 Is. 9d.

Vice-regal coach and Major Kerr-Fearse.

'Mr. COR BOY asked the Mfinister for Rail-
wave: 1, 'Is it a fact that the vice-regal
coach was made available, together with at-
tendance by railway employees, to Major
Kerr-Pen rse and his family in -Tume last for
the purpose of holidaying at Busselten? 2,
If so, what was the cost of this service? 3,
Is it a fact that at the same time men were
being dismissed by the Railway Department
in order to effect economies?

The 'MIX STEII FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied:_ 1, -No. Permission for the use of this
con el wvas given on account of a breakdown
in the health of the private Fecretary, and the
doctor's orders that hotel conditions were un-
suitable for recovery. One conductor only
was sent with the car, in accordance with the
usual practice. 2, In addition to the above,
sustenance £4 14s. 3d., and rilway fare £E2
8s. 8d., were involved and paid privately by
the person receiving the service, as well as
£E5 for the services of the conductor men-

$I
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tioaed in (1). 3, Yes, but purely because of
at temporary Thling off of trade, which has
no connection -with the above-ruentioned in-
cident.

QUESTION-WTARPAGE CHARGES,
F REMANTLE.

Mr. MfeCALLU7A asked the Colonial Sec-
retary: What ore the rates of wharfage
levied by the Fremantle Harbour Trust on
the export of the following products: tim-
her, ore, wheat, wool)

The COLONIAL SECRETARY replied:
Timber: outivards, wharfage Is. 6d., plus
surtax of 20 per cent. (4d.) ; total is. 10d.
per toil of 40 cubic feet. Ore: when ore has
gone through some form of concentration,
outwards, wliarfage is. 8d., plus surtax of
20 per ceat. (4d.); total 2s. per ton. 'Meat:
wvharfage, nil; no outwards wharfage is
charged on products of the soil, such as
grain, flour, agricultural, horticultural, or
farm produce and W.A. coal w-hen shipped
to any port. Wool: outwards, wharfage, 9d,
Plus surtax of 20 per cent. (2d); total lid.
per bale or two bags, bundles, or pockets; if
,wool is landed by sea and declared f or tran-
shipment, it pays a transhipmnt wharfage
covering inwards and outwards transactions
of Is. 6d., plus surtax of 20 per cent. (4a.);y
total 2s. per ton of five bales or 10 bags or
pockets.

QUESTIONY-WATER SUPPLY.
Froamani district.

Mr. MC&LLtTM asked the Premier (for
the Minister for Works) : 1, Have any steps
been taken to prevent a recurrence of the
water famine experienced last summer by the
residents of the Fremantle district? 2 , If
so, will the 'Minister give particulars of his
intentions in this regard?

The PREMIER (for the 'Minister for
Works) replied: An extra storage reservoir
hns been built at Richmond, and it is not an-
ticipated that the supply for the Coming
sPHMeici will fail to give satisfactiou, pro-
viding th6 consumers are reasonable in their
draw upon the supply.

QUESTIO-N-AGENT GIENERAL,
PIlVATE RESIDENCE.

l1ou. P. UOLL(ER asked the Premier: 1,
Have the (lovernment acquired a private re-
sidence in London. for the use of the Agent
General? 2, If so, will the Premier lay the
pulprs relating- to the matter en the Table?

The PREMTIER replied: 1, Yes, this was
approved bjy Parliament last year. 2, Yes.

QU KSTIOX.\-ROTTN EST ISLAND
BOARD.

H~en. W. C. ANO WIN asked the Premnier:
1, Is the hoard controlling Rottnest Island
appointed to office byv the Government? 2,

How many 'Ministers of the Crown are mem-
bers of the board? 3, Is a -Minister c-hair-
man of the beard? 4, Is a Public Service
officer secretary of the hoard? 6, H-as the
hoard called tenders, and accepted same, for
siapjfles of goods to visitors to, sod residents
of the island? 6, Did the board ac-
cept any tender for supply of goods manu-
factured in the Eastern Statest 7, If so,
were tenders submitted by local nalnufac-
turers at lower rates for such goods? 8, Will
the Premier cause to be laid on the Table of
the House all prices quoted for all goods in
accordance with. the tenders submitted?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Yes. 2, Two.
3, Yes. 4, Yes. 5, No; tenders have, how-
ever, been called for buildings and furnish-
ings. In respect to furnishings, local manu-
facture ia stipulated wvhercver possible. In
respect to supplies, quotations are obtained
from wholesale grocery houses each year when
stocking tip in readiness for the tourist sea-
son, and goods of West Australian muanufac-
tore arc given preference. Residents, for the
most part, obtain their supplies from the
mainland, and these are transported to the
island free of charge to consignees. 0, 7,
and 8, Answered by No. 5.

QUESTIO-N-WESTRALIAN
FARMERS, LTD.

Hon, W. C. ANOWVIN asked the Premier:
1, Has a company known as the Westrnhian
Farmers, Limited, submitted a proposal to
the Ministry for carrying on all affairs of
State on a commission basis? 2, If not, has
the company submitted any proposal for the
pur~pose of taking ever any of the Govern-
ment business undertakings or trading con-
cerns? 3, Itf so, will the Premier lay such
proposal on the Table of the House.'

The PREMIER replied: I, N-o. 2, No.
3, Answered by Nos. 1 and 2.

QUESTION-WHEAT BOARD.

Rion. W. C. ANGWIN'\ asked the 'Minister
for Agriculture: 1, Did any 'Minister cause
to hav-c puhlished in the ''Primuary Pro-
clover'' newspaper ot the 21st January, 1921,
over the nanme of E. G-. Stenberg, an adver-
tisenment which stated, ''Notic is hereby
given of an election of one representative of
the wheatgrowers in the State of Western
Austrhalia to occupy a seat on the Australian
Wheat Board''? 2, Did the advertikceaet
also state, ''No person is qualified to become
a candidate wvho, at the ti me of nomina~tion,
is a Government wheat acquiring agent, or a
director, officer, or employee of any company,
Or any person being such agent' '? 3. Was
the nomination of Mfr. S. J, 'Metibbnn re-
ceived and accepted for the position of re-
presenta tive on the Australian Wheat BoardY
4I, Was ''The Wcstr~liani Farmers, Limited,''
of Perth, the Governmevnt wheat acquiring
agent for the harvest of 1920-21? 5, Is Mr.
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S. J. Mellibbon, whose nomlination was re-
.eeived and accepted,, auditor to the company
known as the Westralin Farmecrs, Limited?
6, If so, was Mr. S. J. MceGibbon appointed

ito the position Of auditor to the Westralian.
Farmers, Limtited, by the directors or share-
holders, or both those seeticnts oif the tuna1-
p.Lny? 7 , If so, have the directors or share-
holders rower to dismiss anl auditor ap-
pointed by them? 8, If the directors or share-
holders hlave power to appoint and dismiss
anl auditor on behalf of the company, is not
the person who holds the position of auditor
san official of the company? 9, If so, what
was the rearon for accepting --\r. S. J. Mc- --

Gibbon 's nomination as candidate for the-
position of wheat growers' representative on
the Australian Wheat Board? -

The 'MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
replied: .I, Yes. 2, Yes. 8, Yes. 4, Yes. 5,
Yes. 6, It is understood that Mfr. IfcGibbon
was appointed auditor at the annual general
meeting of shareholders. 7, An auditor might
he dismissed for cauce by resolntion at a
general meeting of shareholders. S andI 9,
Ani auditor is not deemied to be an officer of
a company within t he meaning and intention
of the regulations gazetted 21st January,
H221.

QUESTION-STATE CRILDREN AND
CHARITIES.

Mr.COWAN asked the Premier: 1, Is
there an.) reason for withholding the final re-
port of the State Children Departmnent Royal
Commiis-iion? 2, If not, will he lay the re-
port onl the Table?

Thc- IREMTER replied. 3, No. 2, The
report was laid on the Table during lost ses-
sion.

QUJESTION,-MINING, LOCAL BOARDS.

Mr. TROY asked the 'Minister for M-\ines:
Having iin view the depressed state of the
mining industry and the necessity for
initiating at vigorous and progressive polic,
is it his intention to amiend the Mining Act
so as to provide for the appointmient of
mining boards in goldfield localities?

The MINISTER FOR MINES replied. The
question of appointing mnining boards to act
in anl advisory capacity only is under con-
sideration.

QUESTION-STATE STEAMSHIP
SERVICE-

Mr. Bennett's Services.
Mr. UNDERWOOD asked the Minister for

Mines: 1, What work did Mr. Bennett do in
England for the State Steamship Service?
2, What was the cost of sending hint to-
England? 3, Is he still employed by the
State Steamiship Service, and, if so, onl what
eond]itionsi

The MINISTER FOR MINES replied: 1,
Mlr. Bennett n-ss primiaril y seat to England
to confer with ship d~sigacers in the prepara-
tion of the design of a. vessel to sut the
-arying requirementts of the Western Aus-
tralian coast, both in navigation and in traffic,
as it had been found impossible to properlyv
instruct the designers in regard to these
special local conditions by corresponldence.
His presence in London was also taken ad-
vantage of in connection with the alterations
to the tus. ''Xangaroo'' to fit her for the
work laid down for her on and from the
Western Atu-tralian coast. 2, The total cost
(including salary) was £977 Os. 6d. 3, Mr.
Bennett is still employed by the State ship-
pinig service as a part time officer, in the
cap~acity of superintending enigineer. and is
paid £125 per annum for this work,

QUESTIONS (2)-INDUSTRIAL DIS-
PUTES.

Bread Supply.

Mr. MeCALLUM (South PFreniantle) [4.50]:
Notice of a question stands in my ]lanie on
the Notice Paper, as follows:r

To ask the Premier: In the event of the
miaster bakers of the metropolitan area
carrying out their threat of refusing to
snppcly bread according to the lairs of the
State, anid further, in the event of the
workers' unions agreeing to mail the bake-
houses to meet the needs of the puldic, wvill
the Government guarantee the workers the
same jprotection as was extended by the
Goverument to the proprietor and licensee
of the Esplanade Hotel?

fdraw your attention, Sir, to the fact that
this question is not worded as I originally
hnudd it in, and that it does not convey my
:ill] mleaning. The last sentence, wvhich has
beenl struck out -Altogether, %was as follows-

Even to the extent of armed forces,
barbhed wire entanglements, and if neces-
sary a field amibulance, andt the attendaonce
of nurses'

I should like to know hon it is that this
rjuestion does not appear in the formi in
which I gave notice of it?

Mr. SPEARER: t would draw the lion.
nember 's attentionl to our Standing Orders.
Standing Order 106 reads as follows-

If any Notice contains unbecoming ex-
pressionls, the House may order that it
shall not be printed, or it may be expunged
front the Notice Paper, or amended by-
order of the Speaker.

That Standing Order has been- curried- into-
effeet ever since I have been a mtember of
this Chamber. It is also supported by
' May,'' although no support is needed, be-

canse our Standing Orders speak for them-
selves. "MJay,") J2th edition, onl page 217,
says-

As the Notice Paper is published by
authority of the House, a notiee of a
motion or of a qnestion to be put to a
Member,. containing nnbecoming expres-
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sions, infringing its rules, or otherwise ir-
regular may. under the Speaker's authority
be corrected by the clerks at the Table.
These alterations, if it be necessary, are
submitted to the Speaker, or to the inem-
her who gave the notice.

That is the reason why the question origin.
ally asked was altered.

Hon. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [4.53]:
May I be permitted, Sir--

Mr. SPEAKER: I cannot allow ally de-
bate on this ciuestion.

Ron. P. COLLIER: I amn aware that this
is not the stage when the mnatter may be dis-
cussed, The whole question, however, turns
utpon the interpretation that may be placed
upon the sentence referred to as being ant
if'unbecoming'' expression.

Mfr. SPEAKER: The hon. member can-not deal with that now. The remiedy of the
member for South Fremnantle lies in moving
a substantive motion upon this question. I
cannot permit it to be dealt with at this
stage.

Hon. P. COLLtER: It is rather unfor-
tunate that the incident should have arisen
in connection with a new mnember, who can
hardly be expected to take the extreme step
of moving a special motion dealing with the
matter.

Mr, SPEAKER: Does the member for
South Fremantle ask the question as it
stands on the Notice Paper?

Mr. McCALLUM:- I want to know if I
can at this stage give notice to disagree with
the action which has been taken?

'Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member has
the right to give notice of motion that he
will move in the ordinnry way, and the mat-
ter will then be open to debate like any other
question. I 6nnnot allow ahy debate at this
stage.

Mr. McCALLUII: May I give notice of
motion?

M.%r. SPEAKER. Yes.
Mkr. 'MeCALLUM1: I will wait until the

remaining questions appearing on the Notice
Paper in my name are dlealt with. I now
submit the question the subject of my re-
marks.

The PRE'AllER replied: Government pro-
tection will always be extended to any section
of the community illegally oppressed.

Esplna de Hotel.

Mr. MAeCALLET-M (South Fremantle)
14.541: -Notice of a question stands in my
name on the Notice Paper as follows:-

To ask the Mlinister for Mfines: 1, What
his been the cost to the taxpayers of this
Statt- for the police protection afforded the
proprietor and licensee of the Esplanade
Hotel in the recent disputes? 2, Were the
arrangements of the police force at the Es-
pInnacle Hotel, Perth, on Sunday, 26th
.lune, initiated at the request of any per-

som, and if so, who was the person in ques-
tion? a, Does the Minister approve of the
ulse of armed forces in connection with in-
clustrial disputes, and did he sanction the
dlisplay of force at the Esplanade Hotel
on thu 26th JTune?

I have the same grievance in connection with
this question as I had in connection with the
other quiestion, It has not been printed in
the form in which I asked it, and it does
not convey my full meaning. it has been
altered in paragraph .1 by striking out the
words ''in their efforts to supplant white
labour by Asiatics"' and inserting ''in thme
recent disputes.'' 'In paragraph 2 the ques-
tion has been altered by striking out the
words "war-like arrangements, including
armed fomces, barbed wire entangrlements,
field hospital, and the parading of the police
force in battle array displayed,'' and by in-
serting ''arrangements of the police force.''
This alteration affects the whole meaning of
the clause so far as the question I desired to
ask is concerned.

Mr. SPEAKER: The question was altered
by me.

Mr. 'MeCALIUM: Why was it'altered?
Mr. SPEAKER: For the same reason that

holds good in the case of the other question.
'Mr. 'MeCALLUMI: I will ask the question:

as it now appears on the Notice Paper.
The MtINISTER FOR 'MINES replied-

1, £43 fur sustenance allowance. -, A re-
quest was made for the services of the polie
to protect life and property by the proprietor
of the hotel. 3, 'No. I was absent from town
and was not referred to, but the Comumis-
sioner of Police is held responsible at all
times, and under all circumsta nces, to pro-
tect the lives and property of His Majesty's
subjects. From a police point of view, how-
ever, no display was made.

NOTICE OF MNOTION.
Ame,,dinet of Quiestions.

Mr. McCALLUM (South Frenmantle)
(4.5S]; I gave notice of anoLher question
which does not appear at all on the Notice
Paper. This was a question I d.:sired to ask
of the Premnier as follows:-

In view of the frequency with which
armed forces have of late been called into
industrial dispates, is it to L~e taken as the
set policy of the Government to take sides
with employers, andl prepare to shoot down
workers who may be in dispute with their-
employers?

That question does not appear on the 'Notice
Paper at all.

Mr. SPEAKER: The other questions given
notice of by the bon. member were amended,
but this question was struck out altogether.

Mr. Me%1CALLUMf: Why?
'Mr, SPEAKER: For the reakson that I

gave in the other two eases.
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'Mr. MeCALLU'M: I desire to give notice
that at the next sitting of the House I will
move the following motion-

That the Speaker's action in mutilating
and amendling notices of questions and
withholding niotices of questions from the
Notice Paper is a wrongful interference
with the rights and privileges of members
of this Rouse.

QUESTION- NOTICE OF MOTION.
Mr. PICKERING (without notice) asked

the Premier: Will lie treat the notice of
motion, calling for all papers in connection
with Mfillar's concessions, including the per-
sonal file of the Conservator of Forests, as
formal, and lay the papers on the Table of
the House forthwith?

The PREMIER: I have no objection to
treating the first portion of the motion with
regard to the extension of leases toe Millar's
as formal and to laying the papers on the
Table of the House. I have, however, an
objection to producing the personal file of the
Conservator of Forests unless upon very good
grounds indeed. I do not think the personal
file of aiy officer should be lightly asked for,
or that it should be laid on the Table of the
House without good grounds being shown
for so doing.

UTTINGr DAYS AIND HO'URS.
On motion by the PREMIER, ordered,

That the House, unless otherwise ordered,
shall meet f or the despatch of business on
Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays at
4.30 pm., and shall sit until 6.15 p.m., if
necess~ri-; and, if requisite, from 7.30 P.M.,
onwards.

t4OVER NMENT BUSIFNESS,
PRECEDE-NCE.

On mnotion by the PREMITER, ordered,
That on Tuesdays and Thursdays Govern.
ineat husiness shall take precedence of all
Motions nd Orders of the Day.

LO'MM[\TTFJES FOR THE
SESSION.

The PREMIER (H-on. Sir James Mitchell
-NorthanO) [5.31: 1 move-

That Sessional Committees be appointed
ais follows:-

Library Committee-Mfr. Speaker, Mr.
Simons and Mfr. X. MeC. Smith.

Standing Orders Committee-The Speak-
er, the Chairman of Committees, Mr.
Durack, Mr. Money, Hfon. Jr. Walker.

House Commnittee-The Speaker, 'Mr.
HKarrison, M,\r. Mfullany, Mr. O'Loghlen,
Mr. Teesdale.

Printing Committee-The Speaker, Mr.
0 'Loghien, 'Mr. .1. MeG., Smith.

Mr. O'LOGBiLEN (Forrest) f5.4]: As a
member of the late House Committee and
Ane who has been nominated for a seat on
the new House Committee, I would like hon.
members, before the motion is passed, to d~e-
fine the functions of that Committee. r am
not going to deal willh the other Committees,
hut with regard to the House Comanittee, I
waul to einphnsise the fact that the position
of the members on that Committee is a
very unsatisfactory one. What I would like
the House to do is to give the mnembers of
the House Committee directions. lIt is a con-
siderable time since I was first appointed to
the House Committee, but I have not been

abl tfInd rules for the guidancre of mem-
bers wvho occupy seats on that Committee.
Apart from the temporary rules In regard to
the conduct of the dining-room, there is no
set policy under which the Commnittee can
work, n-ith the result that we hav developed
the position that two men control the whole
of the functions of this House.

Air. Mdc~allum: Who are they?
Mr. 0 'LOGHLEN:- Mr. President and
r.Speaker. I have not been a member of

the House Committee since the 12th March,
although T was returned unopposed for my
eiertorate, while the Speaker also had a
wvalk-over. I am not quarrelling with
time fact that Mr. Speaker has remained oa
the Committee as Chairman, but what I wisb
to point out is that since the 12th March, the
Committee has consisted of the President
and the Speaker. As I said, I am not
quarrelling with that. You, Mr. Speaker,
may he quite -right, but I ala prompted to
ask lhon. members to define the functions of
the Committee, and in doing so I have in
mind a couple of incidents that have taken
lace in connection with the work of the

Hlouse Committee, and ini regard to which I
think all the members of that Committee
should have been consulted. We are told by
Mlr. Speaker that this end of the Chamber
to, thme corridor is unddr his control, while the
other end of the Chamber, again to the cor-
ridor, is under the control of the President,
and that the Committee -has control of the
corridor and the dining-roomn, which are in
betwreen. If that is right, there is no utility
iii appointing a Rouse Committee, and I
,mhajl refuse to become a member of it. It
ii; ridiculous for a body of men to troop
alouig once a fortnight to attend meetings
of the House Committee merely for the pur-
ponse of passing accounts. If they are not
going to giv-e effect to members' aspirations
they shuld not he appointed to seats on that
Committee. Let mns quote a couple of inci-
dents which have recently occurred. As a
nicinber of the Committee I contend that the
Committee should have control not only of
Parliament House but the grounds as well.
As a mnatter of fact you, Mr. Speaker, will
reollect that at one time there was a pro-
poIsal before us to tear away the fence and
the hedge front around the grounds. It is a
mtodern idea and a, good one to have 'no re-
strictions in connection with grounds such
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as these. The only reason why the fence and
the hedge wecre not removed was that these
grounds are peculiarly situated; they are
undulating and the grass in consequence is
not too wvell tooted, and it was feared that
heavy pedestrian traffic might have the effect
of rendering the ground unsightly. That was
tihe reason why the hedge and the fence were
allowed to remain. During recent months, at
the instance I understand of the Minister for
Works, after consultation with you .1r.
Speaker, the gates have been locked at night.
We are told that alarm clocks are to be in-
stalled to keep) the caretaker up to his duties.
Night after night now the gates around the
House arc loeked. I suppose the M1inister
will advanve as a reason some trouble that
arose over a former caretaker, and that it
was found necessary to appoint another one.
My contention is, however, that the Works
Depaortent has nothing whatever to do -with
the grounds attached. to Parliament House.
In the past hundreds of people living in
West Perth were able to facilitate their walk
to the city by going through these grounds.
Now however, they are niot able to do so
after certain hours, and the looking of the
gates throws an aroma of suspicion which is
not justifiedl. What argument can be
advanced for locking the gates, and possibly
following that action by hringing in a curfew
law?~ If the grounds were extensively used
),y people who had no right to use them, I
could understand the restriction, but I have
it on the authority oftthe people who reside
on the grounds that they have never seen one
person within those grounds, at night time
who was not entitled to be there. I suppose
that the Speaker or the 'Minister for Works
will put forward some supposititions argu-
ments in favour of the locking of the gates.
1, however, fail to see that there can be any
rvi-an for locking the gates in 1-jew of what
the House Committee thought nt onc
time of doling, namely to sweep away
the fence and the hedges. The locking
of the gates is a foolish propositon,
carried out onl the instructions of a man
u-ho perhaps acted on insufficient cvi-
di'nre. Another point that I wish to refer to
wil e tine motion is before the House is the
lack of accommodation for members in this
b~uilding. Everyone knows that when a con-
stituent comes to see a member he cannot be
taken into any room so that the business
that may have to be tranaeted ean be dis-
cussed. I recognise that that is not the fault
of the Speaker. We should have more acconi-
rutodation here- The only room that was
ivailaldle has been given to the Leader of
the Opposition. NO one will quarrel with
that. The Leader of the Opposition is en-
titled to a room, hut the methods adopted by
MAr. Speaker in furnishing that room are open
to censulre. f do0 not know whether you, Mr.
Speaker, originated the idea, but it does seem
to tue that in the expenditure of money in
tlni.- building you mnake it appear that it is
your OWn money' you are spending instead of
that of tine coutntry. While I will always
titlppart thrift and assist in the exercise of

can tion, I have no desire to do anyone an
injustice. We should not go in for tawdry
economy when a decent thing can be accom-
plished. Any member who has visited other
Houses of Parliament in Australia knows that
ours is a poor old institution in comparison
with the others,

The Mfinister for Mines: You have not
seen the President'a roorn in this House.

Mr. 0 'LOG [IL FN: That is all right, but
wh-en it was a question of getting furniture
for the room of the Leader of the Opposition,
the Speaker dlid not go to the President's
room to pinch furniture from it. Weold
hall. members approve of such a course?

The Minister for MNines:- J think so. I
would pinch sonc of it.

'Mr. 0 'LOGHLEN: The point is that in
furnishing thbe Leader of the Opposition's
room, you, Mr. Speaker, robbed our room.
We have a Party room in this House which,
to-day, is the most inhospitable room in the
building, because we have no furniture in it.
ft is increasingly necessary for us to attend
there to cope with the nefarious schemes
which are hatched by our opponents, but you,
-Mr. Speaker, did something there you wore
not entitled to do, and I want to know from
the Hfouse whether you yourself have the right
to control this end of the building, or whether
you should act in consultation with the memn-
hers of tho House Committee appointed by
Parliament. It was wrong to seize the furni-
ture in that room in order to furnish the
room of the Leader of the Opposition. Even
if we have a. deficit, are we so stony broke
that we cannot purchase a little furniture?
Must we go to other rooms and steal some
from one and a little from another? Then
again, another room had to be furnished in
this building. I do not think it has been
elaborately furnished. At any rate it was
not furnished by buying new furniture. Why
not therefore buy new furniture for the room
of the Leader of the Opposition I If you, 'Mr.
Spkeaker, were so desperately anxious to have
the room of the Loader of the Opposition
furnished better than ours, why did you not
go to the President's room andf help yourself
to some of his furniturec, or better still
whny didi you not take some of the sur-
plus furniture out of your own room I
Where 15 or 211 memhers have a room set
apart for them in which to transact their
business, there should mertainly he more than
half a dozen chairs, and it should not be in-
ceunet on them to have to run around
pickiiig up chairs from where they can be
taken. I again repent that you, M.%r. Speaker,
had no right to r-oh that room of furniture.
If you wanted to make a good fellow of your-
self youl should have robbed your own room.

The Premier: Or my rooml.

Mr. O'LOILEN : Mr. Speaker was niot
justified in taking the furniture out of any
room. If lie had intended to do a bit of com-
mandeering, he should hare consulted the
Committee, and then all the memnbers of it
would have beetn in the joke.
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The Minister for Mines: What is the
pienalty for taking the furniture from one
room and putting it into another?

Mr. O'LOOIILEN: My complaint is that
we are following lines of false economy. A
matter of a few poundls would liave been
sufficient to rio justice to the room of the
Leader of the Opposition, but the Speaker
did exaetly the opposite. Perhaps the Speaker
acted with the best motives, but before 1
accept a seat onl the lHouse Committee, 1
would like to receive all eltpression of opinion
from members as to what the functions of that
Committee are to be. Is it intended that the
members of that Committee shonld control
the business of the House? We should have
control over the grounds and over the fnr-
niture as it is to-day. The Committee should
have been consulted. If there is economy to
be practised or if there is expenditure to be
incurred, the Committee should be consulted
in the matter. If not, we should abolish the
Committee, for there will be no necessity
for it. In those circumstances, the Speaker
could (lecide what was required from his own
end of the Chamnber and the President could
exercise control at his end of the building
and they could decide what was required
right through. T do not intend to labour this
question as it is not a very dignified matter
to discuss on the floor of this Chamber. It
is the only opportunity, however, that pre-
sents itself to deal with this matter and, at
the present time, 'ye as a Committee are
shorn of all power. It may be urged that
previous Speakers have adopted the same
practice. That may be right or it may be
wrong, butl I have failed to find rules under
which we are supposed to work. They are
not in existence, consequently, we are en-
tirely in the hands of the Speaker. Mr.
Speaker has closed these gates after consulta-
tion with the MVinister for Works and he has
acted in connection with the room of the
Leader of the Opposition off his own bat. In
these circumstances I do not see the neces-
sityv for the Hfouse Committee. I ask the
Hous- to define the polsition and functions of
the House Committee.

.Mr. SPEAKER [5.171: As the member
for Forrest has made an attack princip-
ally upon me, before members attempt to dis-
cuss this mlatter, it may be well for me to
place certain information before tile House.
I have not departed in any onle particular,
so far as the control of this House is con.
cerned. fronm the practice of former years.
The House Committee in the past acted in
exactly the same way as thle House Commit-
tee acts at the present time. The House
Committee contI-ols thle vote oi tlW Estimates
which is Net dlown for the Joint Honse Coin-
mittee and tiley look after the mtatters con-
Ilected with the refreshmnent rooms, cleaners,
typists, anid so oil.

Mr. Pikcri,,K: And mulliels' stamp ball-
miesa.

Mr. SPEARIkE: I think tHant is included
in their funcetionls s well. We have had

Leaders of the Opposition in this House for
the past 17 years and this is the first time
that ever a Leader of the Opposition had had
a room. The present Leader of the Opposi-
tion spoke to me about the necessity for a
room' some two years ago. During the pro-
gress of last session, I realised that he should
have a 10011, and after some vonsiderable diffi-
culty,% I made arrangelnts whereby he could
have the room which had been, formerly used
for Select Committee purposes. I have made
arrangements for future Select Committees
appointed by this House to sit elsewhere. The
President has eo,,sent'd that %vheni the Select
Conlmitteea roolm at his end of the building
is RIot in use, it will be available for use by
Comlmittees appointed by this Chamber.
When Select Committees are sitting in both
Houses, I have arranged for a room for our
Committee elsewhere. The furnishing of the
room.- which has been provided for the
Leader of the Opposition has'not yet been
comipleted.

Hon. P. Collier: Hear, hear!
Mr. SPEAKER: The Leader of the

Opposition knows that is the position, 1
hlave not removed any furniture from the
room unless it be the chairs which were re-
quired for the accommodation of the public
onl Thursday last, the opening day of Partial-
inent. Those chairs are in the building, and
if menmbers of the Opposition want to
hold a meeting in a room, they can have the
chanirs brought in.

Mir. 0 Loghlen: What about the cushioned
chairs and the couch?

Mr. Corboy: That was the only furniture
in the room.

Mr. SPEAKER: There was nothing taken
out by me. There was only a table and chairs
andl a couch in the room. The couch Was in
the room for the Leader of the Opposition.

The Premier: That is more than you have
done for me.

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not know whether
menmbers will agree with me, but I think the
Leader of the Opposition should baih a room
ant, nwith considerable difficulty, I arranged
for him to have that room. During the past
17 years, wvhen Leaders of the Opposition
hlave carried out duties asl important as
those of the present Leader of the
Opposition, no Speaker made any attempt to
supply that want until I took the matter in
hand and provided the room for the member
for Boulder.

Mr. O'Loghlen: You should not have taken
furniture front the nmembers' room.

Mr. SPEAKER: The member for Forrest
accu'sedl me of stealing. I think that is what
hie meant by his reference to "'pinching.'"

Mr. 0 'Loghlen: You know you took the
couch.-

Mr. SPEAKER: We have had the Oppo-
sition room for years and I do not know that
memtbers of the Opposition require a couch
to lie onl, when they desire to hold a meeting.
The Leader of the Opposition is hard
worked and has to sit for hours dealing with
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Bills. I do not know if members bold the
same opinion, but I think that he requires
the consideration which has been extended to
him, So far as the locking of the gates is
concerned, I have had numerous complaints
brought under my notice. I do not wrant to
go into any of those complaints at the pre-
sent Stage, but I can inform members about
them if they so desire. The complaint;, how-
ever, were sufficient to indicate to me that it
was necessary that the gates should be locked.

'.%r. Underwood: Who conveyed those com-
plain ts?

Mr. O'Loghlen: An elderly gardener who
is not here.

Mr. SPEAKER: The Public Works
buildings are controlled by the Minister
and he has a gateway leading in from his
part of the rounds. I asked him if he would
lock his gate as, unless he did so, there was
no advantage in locking the other gates
around the grounds. At the Water Stipply
corner, there is another gate, and I asked
the Minister to close that as well. Regard-
ing the tell-tale clocks, which have been men-
tioned, I have never spoken to the Minister
concerning them, but, So far as r know1 they
are there in order that the night watchman
may punch the clock at various times during
the night to show that he is walking around
the building and is not a-sleep. That is all
there is in that aspect. The grounds around
Pa-rliament House are still controlled by the
House Committee.

Mr. 0 'Loghlen: Why was not the House
Committee consulted before the gates were
locked?

MJr. SPEAKER: I took that matter upon
myself.

Mr. Corboy: That is the complaint which
has been made against you.-

'Mr, SPEAKER: I am not prepared to go
further into the nature of the complaints
which were made to me, but they were snffi-
cient to justify the closing of the gates.

-Mr. Underwood! There was nothing brought
under your notice which should result in that
being done.

Mr. SPEAKER: Let me give hon. mem-
bers a case in point. The gates are open from
early in the morning till eight o'clock at
night. Some six weeks ago I was speaking to
the gardener, when hie said lie desired to show
me some flowers. He took me to a garden bed
some 14 feet long and 10 to 12 feet wide, and
to his great surprise there wais -not a flower
left in the garden bed. They were aUl picked
and we found one track showing that the
one person had taken every flower in that
garden.

Mr. C'orboy: Evidently the person wanted
them or they would not have been taken.

Mr. 0 'Loghlen: You are not looking at
me, Mr. Speaker, are you?

Mr. SPEAKER: I asked the gardener how
such a thing could occur and he pointed out
that the gates were not locked till eight
o'clock, and that a lot of people could come
in and take them without anyone kn owing
about it. That is an absolute fact. Members

arc not about these premises as much as I
am, and they do not know what things are
happening. The locking of the gates was
absolutely justified, and so tar as the tell-
tale clocks are conerned, that is a matter
affecting the Public Works Depaxrment and
hans nothing to do with Parliament House.
The present position of Parliament is ex-
actly the same as that obtaining at the
mother of Parliaments, the House of Coin-
ins, and at nearly every Parliament through-
out Australia. The Speaker controls the
Legislative Assembly end and the galleries
and the floor of the House, together with the
corridor and the part of the building behind
the Chamber. The President controls the
corresponding portions of the building at his
end, and the House Committee operate where
thiere is any money to be spent, and that is
in the refreshment roomis and in connection
with those concerned in that work.

Mr. 0'Logblen: And in connection with the
grounds..

Mr. SPEAKER.: Yes, the Mouse Commit-
tee have always had control of the grounds.
Regarding the grounds, the member for For-
rest did not exactly state the facts. The
grounds are gazetted as a Class A reserve.
Sonmc arrangements were made by a former
member for Perth whereby nutder a regula-
tion the Coulncil was to be handed over 16
feet on the Hay-street frontage, the George-
street frontage, and also the MalIcolm-street
frontage. We raised a protest against that,
and two or three years ago we found that
even then they had authority to act, and the
City Council sent men to pull the fences down.
This happened since I have been Speaker.
I was at the Perth Public Hospital at the time
and T told the then secretary of the
House Committee to instruct the men to
cease operations at once. I came up to the
House and I stopped the men from pulling
the fences down. They, were prepared to
drag the fences den-n without ceremiony, but
in any case the regulation wvas not carried
out on that occasion.. The Rouse Gemmiittee
are perfectly satisfied to kceep the grounds in-
tact.

M.\r. Uniderwood: The City Council. did not
send a mnan along to improve the condition
of Harvest-terrace.

Mr. SPEAKER: -No, but they wanted 16
feet of eur ground all round the block to
make another roadway and yet they have not
Spent one Shilling onl Harve4t-terrn'T in trout
of the House. The Government oif this State
mande H1arvest- terrace 17 or I8 Years ago and
not one penny has been spent by the Council
except that which has been involved in sapid-
ing carts along to rake Lip the stones which
become loose, and take themk away to cruish
for use in other parts of the city. If we
want greater pow-ers, n-c should curb the
powers of the City Coulncil. T hope the ex-
planation T have miade eouc-ewning the fur-
nishing of the room for the Leader of the
Opposition will be accepted, but it makes one
feel dubious about helping anyone when, un-
der such circumstances as f have outlined,
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these complaints arise, and the only mistake
I have committed from their standpoint is
taking a conch from the Opposition room and
placing it in the room of the Leader of the
Opposition.

Mr. fl'Lughlen: You might have taken
one out of your own room.

Mr, Corbay: Why dlit] you not buy one?
Mr. SPEAKER: I (lid not feel disposed

to buy one.
Mr. Underwood: The Ministerial mema-

bers' roomi has no couch in it.
Mr. SPEAKER: That is so, and that is

a bigger room by far. If I remtember rightly
t put that coneb'in the Opposition room two
years ago for the use of the Leader of the
Opposition when I realised the work he had
to do0.

Mr. O'Loghlen: It was put there before
you became Speaker.

M.\r. SPEAKER. No, it was not. I think
I put it there. T trust, howe ver, that I have
made the position clear to members.

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir James M1itchiell
-Northain) [5.28] : I agree that the posi-
tion of the House Committee should be die-
fined. It is not a matter for rules, but I
think it is a matter that should be decided
l'y this House. The House might well eon-
sier the position as it stands to-day. The
position here is not quite as it is elsewhere.
Custom has established a practice which has
been followed. Members should be considered
and Mfinisters should be considered, just as
the Lender of the Opposition also should be
considered. There is no doubt that this is a
most uncomfortable building. I hare a room
and I do not know that [ want any luxury.
I use my roomn a good deal, as also do Min-
isiters, and I do not think that if a photo-
graph were taken of that room as it is fur-
nished at present, it would create any great
interest. The people wvho control the centre
of this building should be satisfied. Those
controlling the cooking and dining room de-
serve our very best thanks. This building
and these grounds o re within the keeping of
members. I am entitled to ask these com-
mittees to do the work expected of them, but
I do not wish to take up that attitude. If
this Committee is to be appointed, it should
have the power. We cannot say just how the
power should be placed and just what rules
should guide the Comnniittee.,

Hon. P. Collier: Why not spend a little
money on furniture?

The PREIER: 1 think we ought to tIe-
termine just what the control by the Conm-
rniittee sbould Wi. It would be better to hare
rules to govern the situation. The Commit-
tee, at its first meeting, I suggest, might
draw up rules and submit themi to this House
and the House could approve or dlisapprove
of them. The House, atf course, has control,
and I think the House might well define its
wishes very clearly. The comfort. of the
Leader of the Opposition and of Ministers,
and of every member, should be considered.
If a Minister wishes to consult the Solicitor

General, ho has to borrow the room of the
Clerk or the Clerk Assistant.

Hon. P. Collier: If anyone calls on public
business we have to take him out into the
street.

The PREMIER: If any member wishes to
use a telephone be has to usc the public tele-
phone. I can quite understand members
wishing to converse in quiet over the tele-
phone, and to have a room in which they
might interview their constituents, and we
should see that these conveniences are pro-
vided.

The Minister for Mines: 'When we have
distinguished visitors and want to entertain
them, we are under an obligation to the
Couincil -

The PREMIER: Then there is the ques-
tion. of the proper care of the building. The
Committee, ait its first meeting, should draw
uip suggestions for the consideration of the
House. Then we could get control such as
thme House would understand and approve.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN (Forrest) (5.32]: I
Luderstood you to say, Mr. Speaker, that the
grountis are Linder the control Of the House
Committee. Perhaps it wva an oversight on
your part, then, that you (lid not'consult the
Commit tee before you did that foolish thing
of locking up the gates.

Mr. SPEAKER: I thought it was not
necessary to consault the Committee on that
poinit ait all.

Mr. 0 'LOGHLEN : So long as the Corn-
nittee can review that matter at its next
meeting, and alter it, provided a majority
favours anl alteration, I am satisfied. As to
the question of. defining the Comimittee's
position, if the member for Menzies (r
Mullany) had been here to-day, he would
have been even more emphatic in drawing
attention to the unsatisfactory position
which prevails at present.

Mr. SPEAKER: I cannot allow you to
hinke a further speech.

Mr. 0 'LOGm~ EN: I1 have nothing more
to add.

Mr. SPEAKER [5.33]: I regret that
mnembers do not know more -about the busi-
ac-ss affecting the control of the House. This
Bouse ranks as one of the public- buildings.
The Public Works Department has a vote for
the repair and upkeep of public buildings,
and all external work, such as pninting and
renovating, comes out Of that Vote. Six or
seven years ago-the mnember for Mount
Magnet (Mr-. Troy) should remember this-
w"hen we were going through the Estimates,
£200 for furnishing was struck off the vote of
thet House Conuittee. The Minister for Works
put up the case that there was a furnishing
departmient in the Government already and
that, if the amount of £E200 were struck off,
that department would do the furnishing.
Th'ie House struck off the item on the motion,
I think, of the present Minister for 'Works
when be was sitting in opposition. I think
the then member for Guildford was the
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Minister in charge at the time. The under-
standing, however, clearly was that the fur-
nishing would be done by the Public Works
furnishing department. 'Menibers know that
there is no chance to provide any further
accommodation in the building for anyone.
Seine years ago £15,000 was put on the Esti-
mates to complete this end of the building
and the amouiit was passed by the House.
That was when the late Hou. Frank Wilson
"as Treasurer. But unfortunately none of
the money was spent, and at the close of tho
financial year, the vote lapsed. I was oil the
]louse Committee at the time, but "-as not
the chairman, and I persevered to get that
anvount expended, hut there was iio result.
M~embers should realise that this building
cannot be altered unless it is continued oil
the plans laid down by the architects. I am
lleased to hear th' Treasurer say that there
is not suifficient accommodation. I, hope he
will place 125,0010 or £30,000 on the Esti-
maqtes now to provide the additional accorn-
inodation required.

Mr. Troy: I hope hie will not.
Mr. SPEAKER: Whit could have been

done for £15,0001 at that tinie will cost
£2:5,C00 now, hut I want members to realise
that this is the only way of improving the
accommnodationi of the [louse.

Mr. Troy: The Treasurer has no hope of
gettiiig such a sum voted.

Q testion p-ut and passed.

BILL-SUPPLY (No. 1), £1,640,320.

Standing Orders Suspension.

The PREMIIER and TREASURER (Holl.
Sir lames Mitehell-Northai) [5.36): 1
niove-

That so inucht of the Standing Oi-ders
be suspended as is necessary to enable reso-
lutiomis front the Committees of Supply and
Ways and Means to be reported and
adopted on the same (lay on which they
shall have passed those Comniittees, and
also the passing, of a Supply Bill through
all its stages in -one day, and to enable the
business aforesaid to be entered upon and
dealt with before the Address-in-reply is
ni optcel.

Question pitl and passed.

Message.

'Message from the Governor received and
read reeonlmendiiig appropriation in connec-
tion with the Bill.

('hairiami of Committees, Election.

The PREMIER and TREASURER (Honl.
Sir James Mitchell-Northern) [5.37): As
it will be necessary to go into Committee
i Connection with this authorisation, I have

pleaswire in moving-
That tile memiber for Wagin (M1r. Stubbs)

do take the Chair as Chairmnan of Commit-
tees.

Question put and passed.

In Committee of Supply.
The House having resolved into Committee

of Supply, Mr. Stubbs in the Chair,
'The CHAIRMAN: I desire to thank lion.

nmenmbei-s for the honour they have conferred
upont Ife in placing mxe in this position. I
shall endeavour to tho my duty to the best of
lay ability, and I hlope that I shall give satis-
faction to lion, members.

The PREMIER and TREASURER (Hou.
Sir Jamnes Mlitehell-Nortlam): Before pro-
ceeding to deal with this Bill I an, reilinded,
by a notice which appears in this morning's
paper, of thle death of a mlan who, not long
since, stood in the Parliament of Queensland,
as I stand here to-day, asking for Supply. I
refer to the death of Mr. Ryan. Thotgil Ave
differed vry widely in our politics, I miust
say that I knew Mr. Ryan as a mlan possessed
of a very charming personality. I noticed
that Sir Joseph1 Cook, in speaking of Air.
Ryan, said, "I shall always think of him as
a generous and able political opponent.'' Mr.
Ryan, though a comparatively young man, had
been i public life for some tinme, ch~iefly in
Queensland. As I stand here to-day, I can-
not but realise how short life is, and how
death is ever amongst us. In presenting this
Bill, I must express regret that the financial
position is not brighter. I shall explain to
the Committee precisely the difficulties which
have confronted as, and I shall doe so at nmuch
greater length than usual because of the pre-
sence of so imany new mienibers. I would
like to point out, particularly for the benefit
of new members, that our systemn of stating
revenue and expenditure is wrong. What we
claim to be revenue is, in reality, not revenue
at all. We include as revenue £3,758,689
from business undertakings, which is included
in our total collections of £0,789,565, but to
ern the fornier amount it cost as in working
expenses £3,145,175, and in interest onl in-
vested amoney £1,300,000, a total of £4,445),173,
or £686,486 more than thme revenue produced,
so that 'ye would have been £08q6.486 better
off if we had not had these lbusinem4 con-
cerils.

Hon. W. C. Angwiu: Mo\fst of that comles
from, the railways.

The PREMATEE: Yes. Our revenue, thecre-
fore, should be really showna as £2,843,534
less loss on these concerns, f.686,496, so that
our clear revenue ought to be reduced to
£2,157,048.

1ol. W. C. Angwin: You do not waimt to
do that. This is a new argument you are

The PREMIER: Tt is iiot an argunient. 1
am merely stating tile position, and I regret
that in doing so T am irritating the lion.
niember.

lieu. -P. Collier: You will not Impress new
menmbers with that.

Hon. W. C. Angivn: You are getting very
hard tip for excuses.
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The PREMIER: I am making no excuses.
The Government are doing their best in
order to make pay the services which the hon.
member and his colleagues controlled a few
years ago, and I have no need to make any
excuses. Y would like to point out that the
ordinary revenue of the State is sufficient for
ordinary expenditure. Our trouble last year,
and for some Tears, has been the loss in-
curred on invested money. We have bor-
rowed an enormous sun of money which I
consider has been well invested, but owing
to the depression which has prevailed, we
lost last year £686,000 en money invested
largely in business concerns.

Hon. T. Walker: But chiefly the railways.
The PREMlIER: The important thing is to

give consideration to the fact that our loss
is in connection with invested money.
Most of the loss is in connection with the
railways. If wre are looking for ways of
straightening out this trouble, it is right that
we should turn to the proper quarter. I am
asking for the usual authority of two months'
supply based on the expenditure of last yeaw,
plus anl allowance for the increases in salaries
and wages. When T introduced the Esti-
mates last Year, I forecasted, as hall. miem-
bers wuill see on referring to "Hnar, a
deficit of £.399,413, arrived at in this
way: FOr ordinary collections I estimated
2,706,036, and for ordinary expenditure
£1,737,239, leaving a surplus under this head
of £968,797. From business undertakings I
expected to collect £3,733,826, and in that
connection to expend £2,831,749, on which
basis there would be under that heading a
surplus of £902,077, irrespective of 'interest
andl sinking fund, of course. From trading
concerns T expected £166,542. The net trans-
fers to revenue, therefore, would have totalled
£2,0897,416. That is revenue which might be
used to meet the charges under special ActsIand interest and sinking fund. I estimated
that on this expenditure would be £2,436,829,
and that thus the year would showr a deficit
of £399,413. I shall state in a moment just
what we did get under the various headings.
It is true that on ordinary account we re-
ceived a revenue exceeding our estimate by
£137,498. That excess of revenue was due
to increases from taxation, amounting to
£150,358, a,'d that ordinary expenditure ex-
ceededi our estimate by £:177,114, owing to
increases of wages anid salaries of Govern-
nment employees under awards and agreemients
made afterthe Estimates had been framed.
The figures do not, of course, cover the addi-
tional expenditure in connection with business
undertakings and trading concerns a" well as
the Railway Department. The actual results
achieved were these, and I wish them
to be specially noted. I have said that T
estimated there would be under ordinary
collections a surplus of 2968,797. We col-
lected as ordinary revenue £2,843,534. Our
ordinary expenditure was £C1,914,553, leaving
a surplus of £928,981, or approximately
£E40,000 less than I estimated. From busi-
nless undertakings we collected £3,758,689,

and the expenditure in connection with these
undertakings was £E3,145,175. This left us
a surplus of £63,514. Taking this £613,514
surplus which we actually received, as against
the £902,000 surplus which we expected to
have available, hll. nmembers will see there
is a difference of, roughly, £298,000-which
is really the difference between the actual
deficit for the year aud the deficit estimated.
Trading concerns gave us £:187,342, making:
a total surplus of revenue of £1,729.837. Our
payments under special Acts, paymaents over
which we of course have no control, toll2 'd
for the year C2,416,663, or about £ 2(,0 1) 1 ss
than I had anticipated; and the actual (tll.-
cit was £687,726. The excess of V'- p,!-al
deficit over that estimated, of £,287,$If. is
almost covered by lb ' railways shurtn of
£E273,000. That is to say, we: receivedl from
the. Railway Departmuent £273000 les,; than'
they expjected to give i's. the shortag e being,
largely due to eircumstinces ;vhiel, F OialI
refer to specially. However, that is the uoint
to be considered. I have stated the vriwii'al
reason why last year's estimate was not rea-
lised. The failure was due in a eonsiderab~le
measure to the strike, and then to the I-avv
falling-off of railway traffic during the lost
four nnths of the year.

Ron. W. C. Angwin: Due to too hizxh vil-
wvay rates.

The PREMIER: Too high railway rates?
Ron. W. C. Angwin: Yes. People will

not travel.
The PRE-MIER: The following is a '-01m-

parison of railway estimnates and results: rev-
enues, estimated £2,725,000, actual U2,6SSAII,
or a shortage of ;06,389; exenuliture. esti-
nmated f.2,189.800, actual £2,427,073, or onl
excess of U227,275; nm~ing a total sl,'tw-ze,
as compared with the estimate, of E273,:14.
Of (nurse this is (]i ues'ry largely ,hi
creased aces anid salaries paid.

leon. P. Collier: V'on covered] thati'-
by increasing railway rates.

The PREM.%IER: No. I have told. ve it.
je,.tlem,,an that, notwvitlistandin g thc w~aa
in railway rates. we received £:36,0 1'
than we anticipated. I nma' juzt loint out
too, for the inforniation of ho',. mubers,
that as the result of increases in wantS ail
salaries during the last few Years tlu, Coy-
ci-nment are now paying £E837,000 per unan,;
more than they paid previously.

Mr. Mc('allum : Is that one yen'- N in-'
crease?

The PREMIER: It is two y',ars,-' in-
creases, b-ut it is alt actual charge. 'This
year we are paying it, and next year vre
shall he luaying it. In the- Railways
in 191q9-20 there were mncr-eases under
this head totalling £:250,000, and in
1920-21 there were ,inmilar increases
totalling £E300,000. This year, therefore,
thle Government are paying £550,000 'more
in wages and salaries than they paid in 11)18-
19, and next year they will also be palving.
£550,000 more than was paid in 1918- 19.
That is the position. In fact, includiunr all
business undertakings and trading concerns,
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the Government are now paying £837,00-0
miore in wages and salaries than was paid in
liii S19.

Mr. Troy: But the charges have been pro-
pcortionately increased.

The PREMIER: j hare explained to the
Committee that rotwithistanding the comipul-
sory increase in railway rates, we have re-
ceived less money than we anticipated.

Mr. Troy: Of course. That is always the
case.

The FEMI ER: We paid away the
money which the Arbitration Court fixed
as wages, That went. But we did not get
the larger returns from the increased freights.
The failure to realise that increase in returns
was not due to the raising of the freights;
there was not tihe business to be done.
To anyone who argues that the Government
canl pay largely increased wages and salaries
without increasing charges, I answer tnat.
that cannot lie done. Would lion, members
argue that the Government can impose a.
'special tax to cover the loss onl State trading
concerns? Would they argue thuis?

Hon. P. Collier: You want to turn the
system upside 'dowvn.

The PRE'MIER: It is upside down now, At
Suppose?7

Hon. P. Collier: There is no doubt about
that. - It is chaos from one end to the other.

The PREMIER: I thought the bell. mem-
her was referring to the earnings.

Hon. P. Collier: I1 was referring to the
railways.

The PREMIER: It is very easy to make
statements such as the hion. gentleman has
made. I am no railway expert, but I think
owr railways are as well run as are those
of any other Australian State. I. hare told
the C ommiittee that the Government estit-
mated an ordinary expenditure for the year
of £1,737.2R9q. whereas the- actual expendi-
ture was £-1,914,553, or an excess of £C177,314,
due principall.% to increased rates of pay
granted after the Annual Estimates badl breen
framed. T am sorry to produce so many
figures.

'Ron. P. Collier: They are quite clear.
The PREWIRER : Yes;, they are quite clear.
Hon. P. Collier: Especially to new mem-

bers.
The PREMIER: If they are not clear to

the hon. miember, I will give him a copy of
m 'v figures. The ordinary revenue was esti-
mata'l to produce £2,700,036, and the actual
revenue amounted to £C2,843,554, or an excess
of £137,518-due to the fact that income tax
produced] E-59,.320 more than estimated, and
dividend duty £99,969 and totalisator tax
£7,447 above the respective estimates.

lion- P. Colhirr: You are great on direct
taxation.

The PREMIER: On probate duty there
-was a decrease of £22,593. As regards rlirect
tasatin" we hare not exeeded the proposals
of uiy hion. friend when hie was sitting over
here. There is still a considerable measure of
prosperity among a great Many of our pen-

pie, with the result that they pay oil higher
profits and larger incomes than they paid ont
previously.

Hon. P. Collier: No. You increased the
rates.

The PREMIER: The fret of the Arbitra-
tion Court increasing the salaries and wages
of Government employees by a total of
£E800,000 per anumi has brought tinder the
notice of the Commissioner of Taxation many
people who never came there before.

Hon. P. Collier: You brought the basic
wage earner under his notice.

The PEMIER: I did nothing of the
kind.

Hon. P. Collier: Well, your party did.
The PREMIER: No.
Ron. P. Collier: Before you got in.
Mr. McCallum.- The girl getting 15s. a

week and her keep conies tinder the notice of
the Commissioner of Taxation.

The PREMIIER: Let me say that I did
aot impose that particular tax.

Hoii. P. Collier: That was dlone in the days
when the present Premier was in opposition
wit!h us, when lie was in good company.

The PREMIER: When he was with you
he was in bad company, and when he was
with you hie proposed this taxation.

Hon. P. Collier: That was not done by
your colleague, 'It was done by your im-
mediate predecessor, when youi were in op-
position with 'Isa.

The PIREMTIER: Apparently I did not
like the company.

Ron. P. Collier: The company was all
right.

The PREMIER:- This is a statement of
the position apart from the business under-
takings. I have enideavoured to show that
the loss is due entirely to the business under-
takings. All I said we would get as revenue
we did get as revenue, and all I said we
would spend has been expended. There is
-very little difference between the amouint 1
said we would receive as revenue and the
amount we actually received, and there is
very little difference between the amount I
said we would expend and the amount that
we actually expended. Further, I say that
the latter difference is due entirely to extra,
amnounts paid to Government employees in
the form of increased salaries and wages.
Even my lion. friend opposite got no nearer
in his estimates. I have paid away more
than I estimated; T admit that; but that has
been due to increases in wages and salaries
granted after last year's Estimates bad been
framned. I have received £137,000 more than
I anticipated, and that fact was due to
people paying more taxes because they made
more nioney. I hope hion. members will re-
alise that tbe position as I have stated it is
absolutelyv correct. The actual loss onl the
railways for the last financial year, including
interest and sinking fund, anoion t to
£59lc4,904. The expenditure was £2,427,075,
the interest £716,500, aind the sinking
fud £140,000, or a total of £3,283,57.5;
whereas the revenue was £ 2,688,611,
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leaving a deficit of £:594,964. I think
the House should know tha we Ihave
to pay sinking fund on the amount invested
in the railways, and that the House ought
to know jut what the result is. I wish to
point out why more revenue has not been re-
ceived. Included in the railways are the
other busines concerns, on which was ex-
pended £3,145,175, while the estimated in-
terest and sinking fund amounted to £1,900,
000, or a total of £4,445,175. The revenue
was £3,758,689, leaving a debit balance of
£E686,486, which, of course, is the deficit of
to-day. When hon. members are consider-
ing what ought to be done in view of the
state of the finances, will they please give
earnest consideration to this invested money?
Because when relief comes it must come
through that quarter. Of course we could
temporarily arrange to reduce our deficit,
but what we have to look for is a permanent
cure.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: You should have kept
it down year by year.

The PREM11ER: It has not increased much
since the hon. member 's time.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Only from one million
to five millions.

The PREMIER: No. 'My hon. friend
paved the way. However, we must be quite
fair. Let uis accept the position as it is,
and see just what is the cause. It is not
a question of who did it. It is not a ques-
tion of who caused the war.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: But it is a question
of relieving the difficulties of to-day.

The PREMIER: If my friend will order
that all strikes cease, we shall soon get re-
lief.

I'on. P. Collier: Yon mnade no bones about
who was responsible when we were there. I
have some of your own words to quote.

Hon. W. C. Angwia: So have T.
The PREMIER: We could have stood thme

loss of extraordinary revenue, and the year
would have balanced as I estimated. The
railways, as usual, counted on greatly in-
creased revenue during the second six months%
of the year. Up to the 31st December, after
the department had revised its estimates in
consequence of the wrages award and the in-
crease of rates, it estimated a revenue of
£1,300,000. Actually it received £253 more
than, that. The department estimated to ex-
pend £1,134,000, and it actually expended
£:213 more than that. So it will be seen that
the department 's estimates were pretty close.

Hon. P. Collier: That was the latest esti-
mate?

The PREMIER: yes, thlat was the revised
estimate. For the six months from the 1st
Jiauary to the 30th June the department
estimated to receive £1,675,000, and actually
received only £1,388,358. That was due to
no fault onl the part either of the Commis-
sioner or of the departmeat. The expendi-
hire for that period was estimated at £1,395,
800, and the actual expenditure amounted to
£1,292,862. At the end of February it was

anticipated that the £152,000 loss of rev-enue
due to thle strike wvould be picked up. That
anticipation appeared to be fully justified,
because thle second half of the year is always
the better half.

Ron. P. Collier: That "'as not the actual
lossi

The PREMIER: No, that was the loss of
revenue. But, instead of this result being
achieved, the revensue fell by approximately
a further £130,000 short of the revised esti-
inate. -In other words, we received less by
£280,000 than, was anticipated by the (Ie-
partmnent in the last four months of the year.
Let me quote the Comminsqiiiomer's own words
as follows:-

])ue to industrial troirble, trade depres-
Sion, partial closing down of flour maills,
and a decline in mining and Sandalwood
production ... During the last 10
weeks of the financial year, a sudden and
altogether unexpected reduction in traffic
occurred.

We all know that there hog bocn considerable
trade depression.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Yes, did they not
close down the flour mills?

The PREMIER: The flour mills contri-
butedl a little. TIhere are anin other
causes. Money has been 'err tight, business
men have been reducing their stocks, people
have' not been buying freely. Most people
are out on strike againlst buying. They ex-
pect prices to fall, and so trade is not being
done. The merchant and the country store-
keeper all along time line are reducing stocks.
And they are very wise iii doing so, because
it will hare a good effect when we get over
the struggle. Trade has very largely stopped.

Hon. P. Collier: All this after five Years
of National government!

The PREMIER: It would be as sensible in
me to laud the Leader of the Opposition fof
the prosperity of two years ago as it is for
him to blame me for the trouble of to-day.

Ron. W. C. Angwin : You almost blamedl
your colleague for the wvar.

The PREM.NIER: I agree that nothing wise
ever comes from that side of the House. '10
matter who may be sitting there.

Eton. P. Collier: Tt is the environment.
The PREMIER: When I was interrupited

by the hon. umember, T was about to tell the
House that, ia addition to ordinary trade
depression, we have lost by the closing dIown
of nmnny industries, including lead and cop-
per mining, by the reduction in the output
of gold, and hy the fact that wool is almost
unsaleable. The wonder is that the position
is not worse.

Ron. P. Collier: Of course it is!
The PRE'MIER: Eronomny hasl been prac-

tised in the departments; but in the Railway
Department you cannot make econonies re-
act as quickly as your trade falls. No\ man
could have foresen that the trade was going
to fall off an it 'lid. During the last four
months of the financial year the trade, liar-
ticularly the high-priced trade, dropped to
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nothing, The Commissioner could not have
foreseeni it; no mian could have foreseen it.
The Commissioner lies endeavoured to effect
eeonnuies. In 'March 488,000 train mifles were
run, and in June 358,000 train miles were rim.
But, of couii5', the saving onl this 123,000
train miles will not be so very great, because
thle overhead expenses remain.

Mr. Corboy: It causes a lot of discom-
fort to the passengers.

The PREMISR: The overhead charges
remain, anid while thle Commissioner may
save half or one-third of the cost of train
miiles by this eliminated mileage, the saving
will not be so very great after all.

Hon. T. Walker: Then why bother?
The PREMIER: We must bother. You

call out for economies, and when we effect
economies, you ask, ''Why' bother?'' When
we make a reduction. in railway traffic, it
mecans that we are curtailing one of the
facilities for trade, for tile department pro-
ides faeilitie-i for people who do the trade.
Recently a nierchant asked ine why we do not
.knock off the railway service. I said "We
cannot do that, for we are providing facl-
ties for trade." If it was suggested that we
cut off a part of the line which runs to Al-
bany, or part of the line which runs to the
goldfields, I say we cannot do it. That ought
to he remnimcred. No doubt the British
eoal strike helped to reduce the shipping
trade to Freinantle. There has been a tre-
nmendous falling off in the shipping tonnage,
in consequence of that strike. However, the
coal strike is now over. I am only stating
the position a-; it is. I ani not seeking to
manke excuses; I amn merely telling the House
what has happened. The wheat at country
sidings ought to have been carried1 and no
doubt it will soon be carried, since the ships
are now comning, back.

Hon. F. Collier: Is that the wheat going
to Germany cheaply?

The PRE-MIER: I do not know that any
wheat is going to Germany cheaply. The
Minister for Agriculture will be able to tell
the hon. member all about that. Whjilst hon.
memnbers seemi to be disinclined to accept the
statements I have trade, I want tliei to dis-
prove those statements, if they can. I can
almosQt hear the member fur Northl-East Fre-
mantle telling mec how they did it in 1916.
He got me1 Onl tile lnst occasion, because I
had not the figures with me, but I have them
stowedl away this time, all ready for him.

Mzltp,,q Ruspcard froma G.15 to 7.30 p.m.

fhie PIEMI ER: There is one other matter
I may imentiu in connection with forestry.
Unde1(r, the Act which we passed 21 years
ae, the Cronservator of Forests receives three-

fifths- of the net revenue; that is to say,
three-fifths of thle revenue after deducting
the expenses incurred in connection with
forestry for the Year. This Year we received
£ 75,i006. The exlieiditure 'was just under
£20,000, which left £C55,000 to be divided. Onl
the basis I have mentioned, £32,000 went to

tihe Conservator of Forests and the remnain-
ing 122,001l was paid into revenue. In thle old
days, of course, the full £55,000 would have
gone into revenue. We hare spent an en-
ormous amount of money during thle
past 2y2 years in connection with our
forests, and apparently the total rev-
enue received fromt the forests is
about £156,000, while thle expenditure has
totalled £E108,000, leaving a balance of
some £48,000. Notwithstanding that such
large sumis have been collected, and paid into
the special account on which the Conservator
of Forests operates, there is non- a balance of
about £E5,780 at the Treasury. I do not
know just what has been done with the
money which has been expended in eon nec-
tion with the forests, but it is an enormous
sumn to be spent on forestry in so short a
time. I mention this point because this
money is taken away from the revenue.

Hon. P. Collier: There is a lot of leeway
to ,make up in regard to our forests, and the
work naturally costs money.

The PREMIER: Only time will restore our
forests and replace the timber which has been
taken out, It is for the House to consider
whether this expenditure is warranted in the
way in which it is being expended. I do not
know what is being (lone. I do know that
the Haouse approved of the working plan in
connection with the improvements of our
forests, but thle sumi of mioney involved is a
large one, and I think the House should take
into consideration whether this money should
be expended without a direct vote by Parlia-
mnent. I have dealt with the revenue state-
mient, and I want to say something regarding
rho loan position.

Bon. P. Collier: Have you enough to mecet
the deficit?

Thle PREMIER: I have got more than the
hon. mnenmher is ever likely to want.

Ron. P. Collier: You will require a lot con-
sidering the way you have started this miouth.

The PREMIER: As I have already ex-
plained, that is due, to a large extent, to the
wages and salaries we have to pay now. I
mnight mention that the public debt as at the
end of the last financial year was £49,029,687,
while the sinking fund has increased to
£7,641 .564. The net public debt, therefore,
is £41,395,103. The increase in the public
debt for tile year amiounted to £2, 217,66,
and the sinking fund during the year was
increased by £792,738.

Hon. P. Collier : You seem to find
wonderful virtue in that.

The PREMIIER: We are entitled to mnen-
tion it when we arc on this side of the H3ouse,
although I admit it may look very different
to those sitting on the Opposition side. I
wish memtbers to understand that if we have
gone to the bad on one side of the ledger,
we have gone to the good on the other side.
The expenditure last Year was devoted almost
entirely to land settlement and development.
The sumi involved totalled £C2,586,433, and
of that £1,694,582 was spent in con-
nection with land settlement and development
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in particular. in addition, a considerable
amount of money was spent in connection
with the metropolitan water supply and sew-
erage, harbours, electricity supply, and on
water supplies for towns. A great proportion
oif this mioney pays interest directly to the
Treasury. Some of flin money invested, total-
ling £ 1537,238, relates to the tradi ng concerns,
and that is not very profitable. About
£241,000 of that amiount'has been spent on
work that niay not be directly interest pro-
ducing. lion. muembers will remember that
we floated a loan in London in January, 1 920,
for I]/. million pounds. From that loan
we paid £318,000 to redeem Treasury bills
intl'ded in the sinking fund some years pre-
viously. They were issued in thle tinie of the
member for 'North-East Fremantle.

Hon. W. C. Aag'win: 'No, they were not;
they were issued by Connolly.

The PREMIER: They were issued in the
lion, member's time.

Ron. P. Collier: Our borrowing was solid
and straightforward.

Tilo PREMIER: I am convinced it was
solid and also straightforward, and, I will
add, on the whole, wisely spent.

lion. P. Collier: I am glad to hear you
refer to it in that wvay ]low.

The PRE2I1i&R: I havre always said that.
Hon. P. Collier: I don't think that is so.
The PREMIER: Well, I wiill say it was

unwisel -y spent, seeving- that I cannot please
you any way. In any ease the money I have
referred to was used to redeemn the Treasury
bills I have mentioned.

Hon. WV. C. Ang-win: When dlid you re-
deemn those Treasury bonds the Agent Gen-
erri fixed up for you?

The PREMIER: I w-ill inform the beon.
member onl that point in due course. We have
just raised another loan in London amount-
ing to two million pounds on Treasury bills
at 51, per cent, discount plus 3s. per £100 as
interest. That means that the interest will
come to something less than six per cent. on
the total amount. That is yery satisfactory,
particularly seeing that the term is short.
Something was said regarding the authority
to borrow. I have authority to borrow
£E3,366,000. Members may inquire as to what
hais beent done with the two million pounds
I have just referred to. The lender of the
Opposition has referred to the fact that there
is anl overdraft in London on account of the
sinking fund amounting to £630,000, cover-
ing the sinking fund for three or four years
ago. That has been recouped out of the two
million pounds. Then we have an overdraft
of £t.l75,00) onl thle general account. These
two itemis will practically eat uip the whole
amiount. Of the 31/ million pounds we have
borrowed, we have paid just over a million
rounds off our indebtedness. The leader of
the Opposition desires to know what is th-,
cash position, We have altogether in the
State to-day about £:1,600,000.

Ron. P. Cullier. That will last you for a
few months.

The PREMIER: Yes, but not for very
long.

The Minister for Mines: It will see us
through the wet weather, at any rate.

The PRE'MIER: Members will agree that
we have been sp-ending a lot of loan money
Just at the present stage.

Hon. P. Collier: You hare not get the
mnoney to do it. It is taking nil the loan
money to meet the deficit.

The PREMIER: N~o, very little of it is
going in that direction. The deficit seems to
trouble the hon. member quite unnecessarily.

Hon. P. Collier: If it would trouble the
Premier a little bit more we might have less
to bother, about.

The PREMIER: I nun troubled about the
deficit which the lion, memiber's Government
incurred. some years ago.

Hon. P. Collier: You are always living in
the past.

The PREMIER: As a matter of fact I
am dealing 21ow with the deficit of thle lender
of the Opposition.

Hon. P. Collier: Conic down to to-day.
The PREMAIER: I am quite willing to do0

so, but uwhen the member for North-East
Fremnantle was in office the deficit was less
than £-500,0030.

Hion. W. C. Anjoviui: We were trying to
heep it down. That is more than youi are
doing.

The PREMIIER: We are not endeavour-
iag to hide the position as it is at the pmre-
sent day.

Mr. Underwood: Neither is sorn cone vlse
able to keep down the defiit.

The PREMIER: We do not pretend to
be doing that. We admnit the position as w2
find it.

Hon. P. Collier: It is so mnuml] iental that
you cannot hide it.

Mr. Underwood: That is so.
The PREMIER: I do not know whether

thle financial genis who has just interjected
could do better, but I doubt it. I have al-
ready tried to explaini how the deficit has
been arrived at.

Hon. W. C. Angwia: If the Labour Party
hadl been left in office I am confident tha
there would not have been the deficit of to-
day. There would not have been half of
tile deficit.

The PREMIER: It is more likely that it
would have been 10 millions. It is certain
that it would have been very much heavier
than it is to-day. Does the heon, member know
that where he paid 9s. a day in wages, we
have to pay 13s. 4d.?

Xr. O'TLoghlen: And you get double fares
and freights on thle railways and up go
charges in connection with public utilities as
a whole.

Thle PREMIER: It means very little.
Mr. 0 'Loghlcn: Every award which is

ade means an increase in the fares and
f rei ghts3.

The PREMIER: I cannot make the hioe,
member understand the position.

4.3
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The Minister for Mines: It should be re-
membered that £90,000 represents retroopee-
five pay which can never be caught up.

Ron. P. Collier: You are chasing it very
bard.

Mr. 0 'Loghien: Yes, every time an award
is made, up go the fares and freights.

The PREMIER: As I was saying,' we have
£1,611,000 in cash in the State. Of that
amount £630,000 is represented by mioney in
the Savings Bank, and lodged there by the
people of this State. We have sufficient,
therefore, to carry on for the present. Then,
owing to the wise provisions made by the
member for North-East Fremantle, we will
receive a considerable amount of money
through the Industries Assistance Board. It
will be quite patent to members who know
anything about the country that we have
spent a lot of money onl preparatory work in
connection with the land. We have classified
a large area of land for pastoral leases in
the North-West1 and that has meant a con-
siderable expense. In addition, we have
classified a great deal of land in the South-
West portions of this Slate, not in the wet
South-West buit east of the present wheat
belt. A good deal of the money, spent on
the surveys wvill be recouped in the end. In
order that we may not waste very much time
in discussing the finances on the present
Supply Bill, [ wish to tell lion. members that
I hope to present the Budget during the first
week in September. The Estimates are now
being prepared, and I hope that these Esti-
mates will show that we can get considerably
better results from the railways in the
future. We must be fair to the Commis-
sioner. Ile experienced many unfortunate
happenings over which he had no control. I
hope there will be no strike during this year
and that there will he more work for the
railways to do. Something will be saved by
the amialgamnation of the Federal and State
Taxation Departments. I hope, too, that
there will be some saving in administration.
Bit by bit the administration is being tight-
ened up and savings are being effected. It
will be said by some members that the Edu-
cation vote has been increased. All I can
say is that thle increase in the vote represents
increase" salaries.

Mr. Underwood: And a whitewashing Cam-
mission.

The PREMIER: The lion. member him-
self wvent to the Commission and gave ev-i-
deuce.

Mr. Underwood: They whitewashed me;
too.

The PREM\IER: Thank God for that!
The -Minister for "Mines: Someone suggested

that they ought to hare tarred and feathered
you.

The PREV,,lTPR-: The increase in the Edu-
cation vote is due to the increase in salaries
and to the opening of colintry schools, and
not tro any new departnre in connection with
the department.

Mr. Underwood.r That is why Lyou are
building a new gymnasium in West Perth.

The PREMIER: I know nothing about
that

'Mr. Underwood: But I do.
The PREMIER: I had hoped to end the

financial year with a deficit of £400,000, and
if we had achieved this, wve would have done
well. Why we did not accomplish that was
due, as I have explained, to the loss on in-
vested money and to unfortunate happenings
over which we had no control. We must re-
member that nearly every industry has curtailed
operations during the last few muonths. We
have expendled less mioney on public works
than ever before, and side by side with this
we have to reniember that there is work for
everybody to do. I do not say that there is
work at Xulgoorlie for all the gold miners.
who desire that kind of work, or in Perth for
all the builders who desire that class of work,
but there is work in the country, and I have
endeavoured, as I told the Rouse last year 1
would do, to provide work for all, I think
I may fairly elainm that the whole of the
people in this State are more continuously
employed than are those in any other State.
Here there is opportunity; we nrc develop-
i ng-

Mr. 0'Loghlen: .There is a big number of
unemployed for whoam nothing but unsuitable
work is offering.

The PREhYIFR: I have already pointed
out that we cannot provide work for gold-
muiners when there is ito mining going onl or
work for carpenters when there are no build-
ings be-ing erected, but I do claim that we
ran and do offer work in other directions.
We have devoted our attention to this ques-
tion and I think with some measure of sue-
ces. I hope the Committee will gr'tt this
supply. I have asked for two months Sup-
ply, because I hope to get the Estimatesf
par-sed before very long.

Honi. P. COLLIER1 (Boulder) F7.481: Be-
fore proceeding to discuss the subject before
the Committee, I wolild like to join with the
Premier in expressing my dleep regret at the
sad death of M.%r. Ryan. It was only a few
weeks ago in )Eelbourne that T had the privil-
eg~e of conversation with '.\rRyn He was
then in robust health, diligently n-t)lill~
himself to his3 Partiati-utary duties. T think
it can be Said, regardless of' any political
differences which might he heldl by mpnembers
of this House. that the late 'Mr. RFyant was a
proiuint and conspicuous figure in the public
life of A ustralia, during thle last eight or nine
years. H- was5 A milan equipperl with excep-
tional endowments; lie was a big, kind-
hearted Australian whose pas'inq will be a
Erreat loss to the puiblic life of this country.
I ant sure nembr-and partliularly the
new meutbers-will feel indebted to thn Pre-
mier for all the trouhle hie ha' taken tn en.
lighten them on the various aspects of fin-
ance. The Premier poured out columnns of
figures, all with the purpose of making the
financial situation perfectly clear to new

46



[2 AUGUST, 1921.] 4

members, until, I am ure, they must feel
somewhat bewildered.

The Premier: You can informk them now,
can'It you'!

Hon. P. COLLIER: The Premier juggled
with figures in a wixard-like fashion. Hie
turned them upside down, inside out and
round ab~out, always with the object of en-
deavouriag to demonstrate that the financial
position of tile State is duie entirely to cir-
cumstances over which the Government bad
no control. While the Premier was thus
handling his figures and always returning to
the same point, T was reminded of the lines
of Ornar Khayam-

Myself when young did eagerly frequent
Doctor and Saint, and' heard great argu-

mnent
About it and about, but evermore

Canto out by the samie door is in I went.

That spems to just about suim uip the situa-
tion.

The Premier: Better than going out by
the back window.

Hon. P. COLLIER: After all the Pre-
mnier's handling of figures, he left the situa-
tion' exactly where hie found it, that is with
that door wide open through which the de-
ficit has heen passing week. by week, 'mnonth
by month, and year by year. First of allt
I desire to take the earliest opportunity of
protesting against the delay in calling Par-
linnient together. This is characteristic of
the haphazard lackadaisical way in which the
business of the State is being conducted.
Seeing that the last session elored in the
middle of Deeber and that the genera!
elections were hield on the 12th Mlarch, tour
or five months; ago, there is no reason what-
ever why the House should not have been
('ailed together before the end of June.

The Mfinister for Mfines: New imnmbers
wanted time to rend things upl.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Thle Minister appar-
ently is judging the diligence of new in ?in-
bens by his own; they did not require time
to rend things up, because they had read very
diligently the speeches made by Ministers
on the hustings and so had a good grip of time
whole situation, I want to remind the Pre-
mier that when his colleague, the Minister
for Mines, was leader of the Labour Goy-
erment, it was our Ipractice to meet the
Rouse every year and ask for Supply before
we had exhausted the authority which Par-
liament had granted.

The Premier: Not 'in 1912.
Ren. P. COLLT&ER:- Tn every year except

one.
Hon. WV. C, Angwin: TIn 1912 we met on

the 27th June.
Ron. P. (7OLLTER: .And in every year

except 1915. In that 3 'ar we could not ho
expected to meet Parliament too early seeing
that the axe of execution was awaiting us.

Ron. W. C. Angwin: And the previous
session did not close until March.

Hon. P. COLLIER: In that year we met
in July. There is no reason why Parliament
should not have been called together in June
of this year. Now that we are commencing a
new Parliament, it would be well if members
determined to take control of the finances,
and resolved to see that lte Government ex-
ercise proper control over the finances and
that Parliament itself is given an oppor-
tilnity to carefully and minutely scrutinmise
all expenditure before granting authority to
tin- Government to expend.

The Premier: Quite right.
llon. P. COLLIER: Parliament was not

railed together until the end of July and
here we are in the first week of August.
Doubtless n-c shall have the same experience
this session as last session, that of a conm-
siderable number of Bills being seat forward.
to another place during the lest week or two
of the session, a fact which was responsible
for many important Bills being lost in an-
other pla5ce. hfere we are meeting and dis-
cussing Supply early in August, and I sup-
pose we shall dan'd16 along inl the usual
fashion and then close the session with a
good deal of important legislation thrown
overboard. I was interested at the way in
wich the Premier juggled with the term
"business Undertakinugs' It is qnite anmus-
ing to note the prominence which has been
gi'en to "'businiess undertakings'' in recent
years. As a nmatter of fact, I rather suspect
that this policy of putting iforward very
promninenltly in thle newspaper coluns and
in the Rouse as well the fact that the finan-
cial position of the State is due largely, if
not almost entirely, to the loss on the busi-
ntess undertaings-

The 'Premier: Entirely, not almost.
lRon. P. COLLIER: This policy was

adopited during the recent election campaign,
amid I suspect for this reason, that there does
not exist inl the mind of tme average memiber
of the public a clea- distinction between
whait are known as business undertakings
and State traditng concerns. So frequently
during the tinie the Labour party were in
office did members belonging to thle party
opposite attribute the whole of the financial
troubles of the State to the inauguration of
State trading concerns by the Labour Gov-
crnmtent, that to-dlay business men and otiters
in the city who ought to be better informed
attribnte all our financial troubles to tle es-
taibhishnment of these State trading concerns.
I.' doing that, they confuse the two things-
business undertakings and State trading con-
cerns. So, when the Premier goes to ebrisid-
erable, trouble to explain that the -whole of
the position is due to the business undertak-
itags, and when this is read in to-atorrow
umorning's paper, a very large proportion of
thc people will contclude that it Itas been
due to the establishment of trading concerns
hy the Laboutr Governmentt.

The Premier: I do not -wish that they
should do so.

'Ron. P. COlIFl3: T do 'lot accuse the
J'1reniier of any ulterior motive whantever, but
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there are those, whose influence supports him
outside this House, who do endeavour to
create that impression. It is not a sufficient
4dxplanation of the financial position of the
State to say that it is due to the business
undertakings. After all, 'Ministers and the
Government arc responsiblc for the control
and the administration of these business un-
dertakings. If they permit slack or lax ad-
ministration of the departments, of course, it
is inevitable that the results will be reflected
in the profits and losses of the business under-
takings. If the Railway Department or any
other large department of State is not being
controlled in the effective or efficient manner
it ought to be, if there is a happy-go-lucky
kind of administration which does not apply
itself to the efficient administration of that
,departmient, of course, the results will be re-
flected in the financial returns for that de-
partment at the end of the year. This, in
itself, instead of being an explanation or an
excuse, is really a condemnation of the ad-
ministration of the CGoverrnment. The plain
fact stands out that we have started off this
first month of the present financial year with
a deficit of £177,000, and just as the Premier
claimed that his surplus for -June, £218,000,
was a record surplus since December, 1910,
so I claim that lie has started the new finan-
cial year with a record deficit, and that it
is explained to a very considerable extent
1w 'the enormous surplus claimed for June.

The Premier: Oh, no; it is not.
Hon, P. COLLIER: I shall deal with that

later. I want to ask the House, and particu-
larly those members representing the Prim-
ary Producers' Party here, whether they are
content to give that same measure of quiet,
loyal, and obedient support to the Govern-
ment while they see the finances drifting as
they are to-day. I am glad that the body
which controls lion. members opposite-

Mr. A. Thomson: That is not correct.
Hon. P. COLLIER: I am glad that that

excutive which exercises such a large mea-
sure of control over the actions of bon. inem-
hers opposite-

'Mr. A. Thomson: It does not exercise any.
lion. P. COLLIER: I shall have no diffi-

culty in demnonstrating that it does. I want
to know what they are going to do regarding
the financial position of the State. Although
they claim no responsibility, the executive
have lately issued a. long, and windy pro-
nouncenint in regard to the finanees--"The
Financial Position,' '' IAttitude of the
Primary Producers,'' ''Extravagant Admin-
istration deplorable. " Although, whoever
drafted this refers in every second line to the
actions of past Governments as being respon-
sible for the financial position of the Statey
and it is said that now the Primary Pro-
ducers' Party has taken a share in the gov-
ernment of the country, they call upon their
members in the House to give effect to lplank
No. 11 of their platform, it is rather strange
that this executive has only awakened to the
fact that they now take a share in the gov-

erment of the State, although they have
shared in that governmnt since May, 1917.

'Mr. Marshall: They have Rip Van
Winkle 'd since.
* Hon. P. COLLIER: For four years they
have taken a share in the government of the
country, but to-day they say they have now
taken a share in it, and call upon their
Parliamentary representatives to take the
necessary action. I propose to give members
of the Primary Producers' Party an oppor-
tunity of coumplying with the definite instruc-
tions issued to them by the executive, nd of
complying with plank 11 of their platform.

Mr. A. Thomson: Very generous of you 1
]Ion. P. COLLIER: I am alwnys obliging,

particularly so far as the bon. member is
concerned. I am pleased to see that be is
taking his new honours in a cheerful man-
ner, and I hope he will innugnurato his new
office by bringing himself into line with the
Executive and, at the outset of this Parlia-
ment, giving effect to the mandate which has
been issued to him.

Mir. A. Thomson: I will1 do as you tell
me.

Hon. P. COLLIER: It is ny intention to
move that the amount asked for by the Pre-
mier be reduced by £60,000. I do this be-
cause I want to see this Parliament at the
beg inning of its career take sonic definite
stand to stop the drift in our finances. The
amount the Premier has asked for, for two
months, is based on the expenditure for last
year. As we know that last year resulted in
a deficit of £05S7,000, it is apparent that the
Premier is quite content to start off this
year without being able to-'assure the House
that he is going to have better results at
the end of fhe financial year than hie had at
the beginning. If we are to ask Parliament
to give the Government authority to spend
an amount of money for the first two months
of the year bascd upon the expenditure of
last year, it is quite evident we are starting
out with the intenition of having a deficit
equal to that of last year. That is the atti-
tude-

The Premier: It is not the attitude. Are
you going to sack a lot of men from the
railways?

'Mr. Corhoy: They are doing it now.
Hon. P. COLLIER: That is an admission

on thme part of the Premier.
The Premier: Oh, no!
}-Ion. P. COLLIER: The Premier sees no

hope for the financial year, other than that
we should end uip with a, deficit similar to
that of last year.

The Premier: Y did not say anything of
the sort.

H-on. P. COLLIER: What is the Premier
going to do? Its he going to impose additional
taxation in order to reduce the deficit? If
we set out by reducing the amount asked for
by £50,000, that will be equivalent to reduc-
ing the expenditure by £800.000 for the 12
months,' and will bring us then to a deficit
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somewhat approximating that estimiated by
the Premier last year.

The Premier: If you have a strike a week
I do not think you will get through.

lion. P. COLLIER: Every Government
has its difficulties. The Premier earclhed the
whole r livers, for :111 evplaination of his
financial position. He even oreut as far as
London, and roped in the British coal strike
in order to do it. There have been strikes
,and industrial disputes in the lives of other
Governments, as wvell as of this Government.
We should at least reduce our expenditure
by £25,000 a month. That would bring us
apparently to the deficit estimated by the
Premier of £400000O at the end of the year.
I remember while the Premier was going
round the country (luring the general elec-
tions that he kept on saying, and the eandli-
dates supporting him kept on repeating after
him, ''The estimated deficit for this year is
£400,000. We are reducing the deficit by
£E300,0110 each year. is not that very good
for one year?'" While hie was mnakinig this
statement the net--il deficit, although nine
months of the year had e'-pircd, was then
in the vicinity of 1650,0000. That dlid not
deter the Premier from, saying that his esti-
mate was going to be realised, and that he
would end up the year with a deficit of
£400,000. We ought to start early and say
to the Government that they nuist reduce
their expenditure. I see by the evening paper,
*hich is. referring to the Railway Depart-
meat, that this department is nmaking a seri-
ouis if drastic attempt to reduce expenditure.
I do not know how that will work out. To-
night's paper says, ''Drastic Curtailment of
Subnrban Railway Service.'' ''Over 1100
trains to be eliminated weekly.'' This re-
doction will average about 15 trains a day
between Perth and Fremantle, hackwards5 and
forwards, and 10 trains a day between Perth
and Midland Junction.

Mr. Latham: Do you suggest running the
trains if they are not required?

Hon. P. COLLIER: No. If the hon. mem-
ber will takhe a journey occasionally between
Perth and Fremantle he will soon learn that
they are required. If he has to hang on to
the straps in the crowded carriages between
the hours of 5 and 7 in the evenings, such as
other unfortunate passengers have to do-

Mr. Underwood: There are no straps.
'Mr. Latham: I have travelled on trains

when there have not been, 12 passengers in
them.

lion. P. COLLIER: That nust have been
the last express. Let the lion. member travel
during the ordinary hours of the day, and
enjoy the wait of one and a quarter hours
on the Perth platform before hie can catch
the train to Fremantle.

Mr. Latham: We have to wait a week if
we miss our train.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The hon. member has
not some important appointment waiting for
him at the other end of the journey, such as
men who come to the city have. It is quite

a pleasant thing to wait in the rural areas
for a week or so. I havec often enjoyed it
myself. The suburban railway service is to
be curtailed by 100 trains a week. The Pre-
mien has placed the whole of the responsibil-
ity for the financial position upon the rail-
ways. I do not propose to dleal to-night with
the nianagemnert of the railways. It is not
all that I think it should be. Whilst
there may be a cheese-paring policy
practised in some directions, as indicated by
the reduction in the train service, there are
other directions in which I believe extrava-
gtince is still continuing in the Railwvay De-
parh'ient. The Government are in a hopeless
sod d'plorablc condition of drift. Whiat an
admission the Premier made to-night! After
paointing out to the Committee the directions
in which trade bad stopped here, there and
everywhere, he stated that the railway ser-
vice was showving an enormous loss annually.

Mr. A. Thomson: And yet you object to
the Government cutting down the railwav
service.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Not at all. I might
rerlxaps support the cutting out of sonic of
the privileges tl, lion. member enjoys in
tr-avelling to Xatnnin now and again.

Mr. A. Thonmson: Probably you would cut
them ont altogether.

lion. P. COLLIER: With very great ad-
vantage to the House. The Premier told us
a doleful tale this evening. The railways are
losing because the quantity of goods avail-
able for hauling has -'diminished. What a
commentary that is on the policy of the party
opposite! Four or five years ago they'
launched out with the policy, to save the
State, of ''Produce, produce, produce.'' The
result of the Operation of that policy of in-
creasin g production has left us with a dimn-
inished quantity of products, and consu-
quently a loss of tonnage passing over our
railway service.

The Minister for 'Mines: That is not cor-
rect.

Hon. P. COLLIER: That is the statement
of the Premier.

The Premier: Not at all!
.Mr. A. Thomon: It is not, borne out by

the facts.
The Minister for ifnes: We have not

lifted it; it is in the country.
Hon. P. COLLIER: The Government have

ntot lifted somec of the wheat. There ought to
be sonic compensation in other directions for
this decreased production. There has not
been increased production in wheat, although
we have had good seasons and a good price
for it. The policy of increased production
should be found in operation along other
lines.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The pool is selling
wheat in the Eastern States, and leaving ours
here.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Now that we are
starting to sell wheat overseas, particularly
to Germany, no doubt the railway revenue
will benefit accordingly.
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The Minister for Mines: You cannot
blame me for selling it to Germany. I must
carry it.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I do not blame the
Minister. The fiet is that the State is be-
ginning to speed headlong towards bank-
ruptcy; I do not like using that word. The
deficit for July wns £177,000. If we were to
average it out-I do not wish to do so, be-
cause that would not be fair-and I multi-
plied it by 12, we should have a deficit at
the end of the year of two million pounds.
That is the rate at which we have started
off.

The Premier: Every July is the same.
Hon. P. COLLIER: It has not been as

bad as this.
IToe Premier: I think so.
Hon. P. COLLIER: The deficit f or last

July was £1106,000.
The Premier: There was a civil service

strike on.
Hon. P. COLLIER: And the Premier has

improved on that by £71,000.
The Premier: We paid away nothing.

There was a strike on for three weeks.
Hon. WV. C. Angwin: You were receiving

nothing.
Hon. P. COLLIER: The deficit of

£177,000 this year is largely due to the fact
that there were some accounts which ought
to have been paid in June but were allowed
to stand over.

The Premier: That is not so.
Hon. P. COLLIER: That is why the Gov-

ernment have secured a surplus for June last.
A comparison of the figures clearly indicates
this.

The Premier: I tell you there was a
strike last year.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The Premier has al-
wnys some excuse to bring forward.

The Premier: A Civil Service strike!
Hon. P. COLLIER: I have never seen a

Treasurer who has not had some kind of ex-
planation to offer. Even if there was a
strike the party that the Premier leads-not
himself-has been in office for five years,
and strikes or no strikes each year has been
marked by its industrial disputes to just
about the same extent as its predecessor.
The deficits have run from £652,000 to.7O.5,-
000 a year, or, in all, the party now in office,during the time they have held the reins 0
government, have added something like
£5,000,000 to the deficit.

Mr. Troy: The Government saved money
through the Civil Service strike, thaziks to
not having to pay salaries.

Eon. P. COLLIER: They should have
saved money on that strike, and on some
other strikes too. I do not think the Com-
mittee would be justified, having in view the
parlous condition of the finances, in granting
the Government supplies on the basis of last
year 's expenditure.

The Premier: It has always been asked for
on that basis.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes, and that is the
trouble. So long au members are willing to

vote mnoney to the Government month after
month whenever Ministers come down for it,
so long will 'Ministers drift along, without
any serious attempt to redeem the situation.

The Premier: That is not so.
Ilcn. P. COLLIER: That is so; the results

show it.
The Premier: We will deal with, the Esti-

nmates in a month's time.
Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes, we will deal with

the Estimates in a month's tine. An experi-
ence of 15 or 16 years in this House has
taught me the valuie of promises to deal with
the Annual Estimates in September. Whilst
T do not for one moment doubt the Premier's
sincerity, or his desire and anxiety to get the
Estimates before the House in September, I
k(now that too many similar pronmises have
been made in the years gone by. All such
promises have failed of fulfilment.

The Premier: Oh, no!
Hon. P. COLLIER: Well, very largely.
The 'Minister for 'Mines: We got dIown one

lot of Estimates in August.
Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes, and that accounts

for the comparatively strong financial 'posi-
tion we were in. I have no desire whatever to
institute a comparison between the Budgets
delivered by the present Minister for Mines
when he was a member of our party; and the
Budgets that have come before Parliament
latterly.

The 'Minister for Mines: Estimates can be
brought down in August.

Hon. P. COLLIER: It can be -done, with
efficiency. I suggest to the lion. gentleman
that he try the Treasury again.

The Minister for Mines: I aspire to nlo-
thing of the kind.

Hon. P. COLLTER: The hon. gentlemnan
achieved fame, or notoriety, as one of the
first Premiers in Australia to achieve a de-
ficit of £1,000,000.

Eon. WV. C. Angwin: 'Gone-a-million-
Jack.''

Hon. P. COLLIER: The hon. gentlemn's
efforts in 'that direction have been utterly
eclipsed by the efforts of those who followed
him at the Treasury. Whilst the hon. gentle-
man left the Treasury with an accumulated
deficit of £1,360,000 as the result of five
years' administration-

Mr. Pickering: Mal-administration.
Hon. P. COLLIER: M3al-administration, if

hon. m"embers like-ine the five years that
have followed, exactly fiv-e years, that £1,360,.
000 has been lifted to within £50,000 of
five millions, .lifted to Z4,950,000.

Mr. X1. Thomson: Totally different condi-
tions.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Oh, no doubt! We have
all kinds of explanations. We have the in-
terest and sinking fund charges kept continu-
ally pushed in front of us as being respon-
sible-the interest and sinking fund charges
and the business undertakings. But there
were interest and sinking fund charges to be
paid just the same dluring the time that the
present Opposition spent in office. Those
charges were not then accepted as affording
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any explanation of the financial situation.
The explanation then offered was that the
position was due to the incompetence of the
Labour Govern meat. Now, however, interest
and] sinking fund charges are put in the fore-
front as an explanation of the Government's
difficulty. But the plain fact stands ot-
there can hie no escape fronm it-tands out
as prominently as Mount Kosciusko, that the
financial adm in ist ration of the party sitting
on the Government side of this Chamber
has been one of the most disastrous in the
history of responsible government in Austral-
asia. That is a strong statr:nicnt to make,
but the figures justify its being made.

The Premier: Not so.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Let me ask lion. mnem-
bers whether they think that this State can
keep onl drifting to leeward at the rate of
£750,000 a year" Do they think we live in
''Easy Land''? Do they believe that mnay
flows to uts from some unknown source? Do6
they imiagine that it does not matter if wve go
on drifting year after year, until we reach
such a position as will be irretrievable?

The Premier: Nonsense I

Hon., P. COLLIER: For the deficit alone
which has been funded, we have added to our
annual interest charges; a sumn of about £300,-
000 per year. The deficit for last year, when
it is funded, will mean an addition to our
interest charges of £40,000 a year. So that
every year, just in order to meet the added
interest charge on the deficit, we shall have
to impose upon the people of this country
taxation to the extent of something like
£530,000. If the position was a diffi-
cult one from which to recover four
or five years ago, how much more diffi-
cult is it now, when we have to find this ex-
tra £300,000 a year in interest, to say
nothing about sinking fund? That is the
position. I can remember the present Premier
and those who are associated with him, when
he and they were sitting on the Opposition
side of this Chamber, declaring within these
walls that the country was bankrupt, just
because the Labour Government had a defcit
of half-a-million pounds. And now the Pre-
mier says there is no cause for alarm when
he has a total deficit of about five millions.
Why, in 1914, after the Labour Government
had been three -years in office, the present
Premier gave expression to this sentiment-

The wholo speech reveals the hopeless,-
iness and stupidity-

I hope the Mfinister for Mines will not go out
for just a minute.

of the gentleman who presides over the
Cabinet.

That is, the hopelessness and stupidity of the
Premier's present colleague, the Minister for
Mines.

The Premier's deficit of £837,000 is a very
serious affair.

The total deficit at that time, after three
years of Labour rutle, was £837,000l; end the
present Premier then said that that was a

very serious affair. The speech from which 1
ant quoting continues-

Thle more he gets, the more he spends;
the higher the revenue, the renter the de-
ficit.

How applicable are these sentiments to thle
present Premier himsvelf! The more he gets,
the more he spends; the higher his revenue
.the greater his deficit. Why, last year the
Premier had £926,000 more than he received
in the previous year-nearly a million pounds
inore in total revenue than hie received in the
previous year; and yet he ended up with at
deficit of £687,000.

The Premier: Where dij he get it from?
Hon,. P. COLLIER: During the first year

the present Premier has been in office he had
£920,000 more in total revenue than was re-
ceived during the previous year.

The Premier: It was got from the Rail-
ways.

Ron. P. COLLIER: Never mind! These
are the facts and figures. During the finan-
cial year which has just closed, the present
Premier's second year of office, the hon.
gentleman had £E926,000 more than was re-
ceived in the preceding year.

The Premier:. Yes, from the Railways.
Hon. P. COLUrER: The hon. gentleman

had nearly two million pounds-, he had
£1,900,000, additional revenue in two years.

Mr, J, Thomson: Did not a million of that
amount go in wages?

Hon. P. COLLIER: We had one hon. mem-
ber in this Chamber who always spoke in
millions, regardless of facts. The Premier
did not prove to-night that a million had gone
in wages.

1%r. J. Thomson: Ye;, he did; £800,000.
Ron. P. COLLIER: Oh well, a couple of

hundred thousand pounds is neither here nor
there to great financiers. But let me tell
the hon. member that as wages increased, so
did the Government increase the charges for
fares and freights, and for services rendered
by the Government. For every service ren-
dered by the Government, whether railway
transport, or water supply, or sewerage, or
wharfage handling, or what else, the charges
were increased in order to meet the increase
in wages.

Mr. J. Thomson: Question!
Ron. P. COLLIER: It is not ''question."

The bon. member interjecting must not guess
at these things. I have stated the facts, as 1
shall be able to demonstrate to-morrow, when
I shall give the actuial figures as well; I do
not wish to do so to-night. I can show to the
hon. member, too, that whilst ia 1916 the
amount received. from direct taxation-that
is, from land tax, 'Income tax, dividend duty,
stamp duty, totalisator tar, licenses, and pro-
bate duty-totalled £407,000-that was in the
last year that we were in office-the revenue
from those same sources in t~e year just
closed yielded to the pres-nt Gov-erment a
suim of E955.000, or about £5.56010 more than
the Labour Government received in the shnn-
of direct taxation. And this is saying, no-
thing at all about the increases in railwak
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freights and other charges of which I have
spoken. So that I say every, avenue for ob-
taining increased revenue has been exploited
by the present Government, who have raised
charges everywhere and put up taxation
everywhere. Let hon. members compare the
amount received from income tax last year
with the amount received from income tax in
1916. The amount rose from £991,000 in 1916
to £337,000 last year; and that not be-
cause of increased prosperity, not because
the people were earning larger incomes and
therefore paying higher rates of income tax,
but because the incidence of income taxation
was enlarged-in many eases ir,comte taxa-
tion was clnuhlec1 byv the Government that
hl office just before the member for N-"or-
thai (Sir Jamnei 'Mitchell) became Preiui
of this State. These are facts. I wouldl not
ind, and I do not think the people of this

couintry would mind, puyinq additional taxa-
tion, or suffering inconveniences in Govern-
meat. services, if they were able to see re-
sits in the finances ther-fromn, if they were
able to see at the endl of the financial Tear
that the increased charges they had been
called upon to pay and the increased taxa-
tion they had been called upon to bear were
reflected in a financial change, in a slow but
steady reduction of the amount of the de-
ficit. In such a case the taxpayers would be
satisfied. But I venture to say they are not
satisfied when they find that all these in-
creased charges produce no such effect. As
the Premier himself has said with regard to
his colleague, the inister for Mines, ''the
more be gets the more he spends; the greater
the revenue, the greater the deficit.' In
view of a deficit of £837,000. the present
Premier, then sitting in opposition. said that
disaster had comec. His words were-

We have financial chaos, with the La-
bour Party on the box sent.

That *was the position with a deficit of
£837,000. But now, with a deficit of about
five millions, and with the National. Party on
the box seat, everything is all right and there
is general prosperity, according to the Pre-
mier. Some bon. menmbers opposite have been
out of the State, and some have been busied
in various ways. after the general election.
In case those hon. members have not had a
eomniunication from their executive-

Mr. A. Thomson: No, we have had none.

Rlon. P. COLLIER: In that case I just
want to read to those hon. members what
their instrucetions are-

That in the opinion of this executive,
the continued financial drift of the State,
and the failure of past Governments to
cope with the yearly incereasing deficit,
render it obligatory on the part of the
Country Party to make every effort to
comply with plank No. 11 of the platform,
which provides for economical administra-
tion of Government departments and
economical expenditure 6f public funds.

.So it is not I alone who talk about financial
drift, but that great, strong authority, "the

executive,'' does so too. That execuitive
says there is a financial drift in this State.

it order to help in bringing about the
economnic retorms necessary to accomplish
this object, this executive pledges itself to
hack upt and support the ;'nrtv, and will
co-operate with it in the fullest de'zee i
the strict limitation of all expenditure not
absolutely essential to the immediate re-
quireaments of the State.
Mr. Lathunm: You will notice that the ex-

ecuitive does not say ''instruct. '
Hon. P'. COLLIER: No; that exec-utive

usually re'iucsts. That executive has no need
to istruct. The experience of the past three
yeais has taught the members of that execu-
tive that the muerest expression of a wvisht
from them invariably secures compiliance.
The lion, member may be of a stouter calibre
than are his coLengues around him, but those
of uis who have had experience of mnly of
them during the past few years kno"% that
the mecre wvish of the executivo is suffieient to
conmmand coipliance.

Mr. Pickering interjected.
Hon. P. COLLIER: I exempt the lion.

member because, of course, he has always
shown a spirit of independence.

Mfr, 0'Loghlen: And that is why he has
not been made Honorary Minister.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I have heard that it
is so. Before I conclude, there are one or
two other matters of immediate concern with
which I wish to deal. Before voting sup-
plies, I should like to know fromt the Premier
what, if anything, has been doiie in regard
to the exteiision of the leases and conec-sious
of Mfillar 's Timber and Trading Company.
Fiom n-hat I can gather, it appears that the
Government have decided to grant nn exten-
sion. of the leases and concessions of that
company on the same terms and condi-
tions

The ]Premier: You took a hland in fraining
the law.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes, and I will demon-
strate to the Premier that, in so far as I
and a majority uf the members of the House
took a hand in it, it was definitely laid down
that any extension of time for those conces-
sions wa- to be granted only on the saime
terlis and conditions as applied to timber
permits.

The Premier: You made the law.
Non. P. COLLIER: But the Premier is

interpreting it. We said that the Excutive
Council might extend the time.

The Premuier: Mhy did you make the law
if you did not intend that it should operate,

Hon. P. COLLIER: We said that the Ex-
eeutiv-e Council might extendl the term on unie
of two lines, hut T amn informed that it is
the intention of the Government to inter-
piet that to mnean that those coneessioliaireq
and lensebolders are entitled to anti extrusion
under existing terms and conditiais

The Premier: That is not so. They umuist
pay the royalty which everybody else has to
pay.
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R~on. P. COLLIER: But that is not so?
The Premier: Yes it is.
lion. P. COLLI[ER: I want the Premier

t, be perfectly clear on this matter. I do
not want any confusion between the condi-
tio)ns which attach to a timber permit and
those attaching to a lease Or tounu-4-sion. The
Premier knows the difference, le knows
that one concession, such as Jarrahdne-

The Premier: But ,Jarrahdale is not being
extended.

Hon. P. COLLIER: No, because Jarrab-
dale n-as not closed down. But others are
being extended. What I want to be clear
uron is that they are being extended under
tho same conditions of royalty payment as
apply to timber and sawmill permits.

The Premier: Yes, they are, over the ex-
tended time.

lon. P. COLLIER-. Then, if that is so,
I want to know what all the trouble is about.

The Premier: Mr. Lane-Poole -is the
trouble.

Hon, P, COLLIER: 'I'lis question of the
extension of leases has nothing to do with
Mr. Lane-Poole. It is for the Executive
Council. I do not see why Mr. Lane-Pool,.
should come into it at all. The terms and
c onditions are entirely a question for the
Executive Council, and not for a Government
officer.

Mr. A. Thomson: Are you in favour of
Millar's getting an extensionT

lion. P. COLLIER: Yes;JIsaid at the
time that I had no objection to an extension
of the leases covering the period over which
they were compulsorily idle because of the
war; but not under a lease rent, as at pre-
sent. Any extension should only be on the
same terms of royalty payment as applied to
timber permits or sawmiill permits. That
was clearly understood by the House; I know,
because I have taken the trouble to consult
"Hansard." If the Premier will assure me
that those are the conditions under which the
leases -and concessions are being extended, I
shall be satisfied.

The Premier: I assure you of that. And,
further than that, the royalty is fixed by the
Conservator.

Hon. P_ GOLLiER: Yes, and it has been
increased. Thus they will have to pay even
more than Parliament expected when the Bill
was going through.

The Premier: That is so.
Mr. A. Thomson: The permit is granted

subject to the payment of royalties. Millar 's
have to pay the same royalty as the others.

The Premier: Of course they have, from
the term of their present leases, covering the
period of extension.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Assuming thky got
an extension of four years: for that extended
period they will pay, insteard of an annual
lease rent as in the past, aL royalty Ont the
timber cut, the samne as those operating un-
der a sawmill permit.

The Premier: And the same as they paid
at that time, too.

[4]

Hon. PF. COLLIER: If that is so, I an,
content.
6Mr. -Pickering: What about the conces-
sion I

LRon. P. COLLIER: I understand the
same thing applies to the concession, whether
it be a lease or a concession. I want to know
that.

The Premier: Yes, that is so.
lIon. P. COLLIER: They will pay a roy-

alty on the same basis?
The Minister for Mines: They will pay

the prescribed royalty, whatever It is. The
only point of difference is that they enjoy
certain privileges with which we cannot in-
terfere.

lion. P. COLLIER: But I understand
that is a miatter of. law.

The Minister for Mines: That is so.
Hon. P. COLLIER: Insofar as the Con-servator would have control over them in the

cutting out of their area. That is a mnatter
of law. I think that when the Bill was going
through we specifically said that they should
-not be deprived of existing rights in that con-
nection.

The Minister for Mines: You lidded a
proviso to the clause dealing with the powver
of the Consernator to make regulations.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes, that is so, and
since it is in the Act it is not possible for
the Government to override it in the making
of regulations. However, I mov--

That the amount asked for by the Pre-
mier be reduced by f,50,000.

The PREMIER (Mon. Sir James Mitchell
-Northam) [8.411: Of course the hon. mem-
ber is not serious in his amendment. He has
said that the deficit last year was greater
than it ought to have been. I have already
told the Conmmittee that it was greater than
I expected, because we have lost money
through the railways, and I have explained
why that was so. Every bon. member who
has sat on the Treasury bench knows that
when supply is asked for, the Government of
the day ask for one-sixth the expenditure of
the previous year. No items are shown in
this Supply Bill; we merely ask for a round
sum. The hon. memrber knows that he will
get the Estimates of Revenue and Expendi-
ture i 'n the course of a few week;, and that
then will be the time for moembers to say
whether or not the expenditure is to be in-
curred. When the Estimates come down,
every detail of expenditure will be shown,
and boo. members will be prepared to say
whether they approve or disapprove of the
items.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: 'We have no power
over salaries.

Eon. P. Collier: Three or four months of
the year will have elapsed by then.

The PREMIER: But what is then done
will carry on for 12 months.

Hon. P. Collier: At the rate of £177,000
per month.
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The PREM tEE: No, nothing of the sort,
Thle expenditure for lost July does not apply
to every month. July is always a bad month.

Haon. P. Collier: But this has been a re-
cord bad month.

The PREMIER: That is Dot so. The
"West Australian"P this morning published
the amnounts received a.nd] the amounts ex-
pended during July of last year. There were
three 'Weeks of a strike, three weeks during
which the offices were closed.

Hon. P. Collier: That was a saving.
The PREMIER: Yes, of course. During

tbst month there could be very. little paid
away, and very little received. The interest
bill went on. The railways were runan!'g,
and the business concerns were all going.
Only the public servants and the teachers
were on strike. However, no comparison can
be made between a month which was really
only a week for most of the service, and
last July. The hon. member said the ex-
penditure was greater for last July than for
the preceding July, Of course there has been
increased expenditure all along the line.

Hon. P. Collier: The deficit for the month
wns.greater by £,70,000.

The PREMIER: Yes, but you cannot make
a true comparison. The hon. member wishes
the Committee to agree to reduce the amount
asked for. The hon. member knows well
what he is doing, and I hope other members
realise that. The proper time to move for a
reduction is whea the "Estimates come down.

Hon. P. Collier: The amendment is moved
in quite a friendly spirit.

The PREMIER: I appreciate that. We
have heard a great deal about the financial
drift, but my friend, the member fur North-
East Fremntle, is waiting to tell the Comn-
inittee how he had a big deficit in 1914-15.
As a matter of fact, we are paying sinking
fund to the tune of about £80,000 on the
loans raised in his time.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Increased interest
and increased sinking fund.

The PREMIER: Yet. The increased in-
tecrest bill amounts to about £56,000.

Hoa. P. Collier: Over what period?
The PREMIER: Since 1916.
Hon. P. Collier: 'Not quite so much as

that.
The PREMIUER: Yes it is.. The sinking

fund of before 1916 has not been brought
into account during the last four years. I
know that every member is anxious that we
should balance, the ledger. I do not know if
members realise that we have these trading
concerns and that so long as we bare them,
we must do our best to make them pay. We
have a right to expect them to pay, and I
do not know -whether members consider we
should levy taxation to make up the debit.
Personally, I think they should be expected
to pay- Members should have regard to
the fact that the railways were closed down
for a fortnight or more last year and that

represented a very considerable loss, cer-
tainly not less than a quarter of a miillion

-pounds.

Hon. P. Collier: 'Not it.
The rREIlIER: 'Yes, that is so. As a

matter of fact, it was that stoppage that
meant so much to the railways, and meant a
fall in revenue for the rest of the year.
M1embers know full well that when the rail-
trays stop, Kalgoorlie stops, water supplies
stop, and, in fact, it means that one cannot
stop a grest service like the railways with-
out interfering with every other industry.
Am 1 to be expected to accept the responsi-
bility for the result of that strike? I can
claim that, but for that strike, we should
have shown a very different position in con-
nection with the railways, and one that should
have been satisfactory to the Leader of the
Opposition. I ask members to grant the
Supply i have applied for, and in doing so
I am only adopting a course which has
always been followed.

Hon. P. Collier: That is the trouble; that
is what we want to avoid. We want to get
away from the drift.

The Minister for Agriculture: Do you mean
you want to go on strike again?

Hlon. P. Collier; You all will soon be bank-
rupt.

The PREMIER: How can I curtail thme
expenditure until I know what it is likely
to be when I frame the ]Estimuates for the
year? It is true that the loss I have men-
tioned in connection with the railways niay
nut occur during the next month or two, but
what of that? We do not spend this money
simply because we ask fcar it, but because
we- hare to mieet our bills for wages and
salaries in addition to other requirements.

Hon. P. Collier: You will expend more
than that.

The PREMIER: 'Not at all. We will only
spend that which is necessary. However, it
is, futile to discuss the past in conjunction
with the present, and members are fully
aware of the reason for the motion brought
forward by the Leader of the Oppositon.
He knows just as well as I do that until
the Estimates are presented to the House,
and they will be presented in a very short
time, it is impossible for me to inform the
Rouse 'what increased taxation, if any, may
he necessary until such time as I know what
the position actually is.

Mr. 0 'Loghlen: You exceeded the esti-
mate regarding the taxation income tax by
£100,000.

The PREMIER: That was because the
people Weere so much more prosperous.

Mr. 0 'Loghlen: How long will they stand
it' Are you putting another little lot on?1

The PREMIER: I do not suppose the mem-
ber for Forrest objects to increased taxation
from increased profits, for, the more pros-
perous people are, the more tax they hare
to pay.
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Hon. W. C. Angwin: That does not always
apply.

M1r, 0'Loghlen: Do you say the people are
prosperous now?

The PREMIER: T cannot say just now
whether it will lw necessary to impose in-
creased taxation or not, but if it becomes
netossary to impose additional taxation, it
will not be Very much10.

Hon. WV. C. Angwin: You will be getting
the lot soon.

Mr. McCallumin: You do not call a waitress
who is receiving iios. a week and keep a
prosperou.s 1 ,ersoll, do you? . She wvill have to
pay income tax.

The PREMIER: Of course, I would not
call her prosperous. 1 'lo not believe she pays
ny taxation.

Mr. Carboy: Yes, she does.
M.fr. McCallum: I am sure she doe,.
The PREMIER: Will you quote nie at case?
M.\r. McCollum: T could quote you bun-

dreds.
Mr. Corboy: If you get a case like that,

nill you remit the taxation?
The PREMIER: I cannot say until I get

the particulars.
Mr, 'McCallum: That waitress I refer to

gets 15s. a week, and her keep is represented
at 25s. a week, whicht works out at £100 a
year, and she is being taxed.

The PREMIIER: Well, give me a case.
Mr. McCallum: You eca go to your Taxa-

tion Department. That is the ruling of the
Commissioner.

The PREMIER: I do not kinow about that.
At any rate, I hope that the Committee will
reject the motion which has been brought for-
ward by the Leader of the Opposition.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (North-East Pre-
mantle) (8.51]: 1, in common with the
Leader of the Opposition, regret that Parlia-
meat was not called together much earlier in
thme year.

The Premier: I, for one, an, not sorry.
Hon. WV. . ANOWIN: Had the Premier

called the Rouse together eazlier, he might
not have found himself in the difficulty he
is in to-night. Almost every member in this
Chamber pledged himself during the election
campaign to try to put the finances in order.
There is scarcely one member on this side
of the House who liae not preached economy.

The Minister for Mines: Yes, but that was
for the other fellow.

Hl. WV. C. ANOWIN: No, everyone on
the Opposition side of the House has endeav-
oured to tell the people the truth about the
finances.

The Minister for Agriculture: But the peo-
ple would not believe you during the election.

Hon. WV. 0. ANOWIN: That wast because
the Press of the State tried to instill into the
minds of the public generally that the state
the finances were in wasl due entirely to the
trading concerns started by the Labour Gov-
ernmnent-

The Premier: I do not think that is so.
Honl. W. C. ANO WIN: That is the position,

andl no matter where one went throughout the
State, almost daily one was confronted by
the statement that the trading concerns, and
the trading concerns only, were respoinsible
for the State's difficulties at that time. We
have been told by the Preinier that it is un-
usual to take action in opposing Supply.

The Premier: I did not say that.
Hl. IV. C. ANOWIN: Yes, you did.
The Minister for Mfines: No, the Premier

did not.
Holt. W. C. ANOrWIN: The Premier said

that it was very unusual, yet one has only
to look through "'Hansard',' for 1912, 1013,
1914, and 1915 to read what the present Pre-
tiller said. The present Premier opposed Sup-
ply and said that it should be opposed at that
stage.

Mr. A. Thompson: You are merely follow-
ing his example.

Hon. WV. C. ANOWIN: We should insist on
taking action because we recognise the neces-
sity for economy. We have been told that the
people should take control of the finances
themselves, and tell the Government how they
should proceed.

Mr. A. Thomson: You know that is im-
possible.

Honl. WV. C. ANOWIN: I contend that it is
possible. The mnember for Katanning realised
that fact when the late Treasurer, Mr. Oar-
(liner, brought in his taxation measure. On
that occasion the late Treasurer impressed
upon members in this Chamber that he re-
garded them as 49 co-directors, and he ex-
pected each one to help him in putting the
State's financial house in order. He informed
the House that the taxation legislation was
introduced to meet the deficit. Has that hap-
pened? On the contrary, the more the Gov-
ernment get, the more they spend. In 1914,
when dealing with Supply on the 30th June
-not the end of Juily-the present Premier
said-

We are asked to vote funds without hav-
ing had the matter properly considered or
discussed.
The Premier: I will not say it again when

I get over there.
Hon. WV. C. ANGIVIN: He went on to

say-
We raise the revenue magnificently and

we spend it extravagantly. The Premier-
That is the present Minister for Mines-
is a spendthrift of the worst order and
nothing else.
Ron. P. Collier: No, wonder the Premnier is

having a good time himself with the Minister
for Mines to assist himn.

Ron. 'W. C. AaNGWIN: Then he goes onl to
say-

It is-borrow and spend, collect and
spend.

That is what has been done during the past
few years.

The Premier: It is not a question of bor-
rowing all along the line.
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lion. W. C. ANGWIN: A little later the
Prentier said-

Any fool can spend money. There is
nothing easier than to spend money, but
wve want to get something for our mon1ey.
The Premier, in his methods of expenditure,
shows that hie has very little knowledge,
but a great deal of confidence. Hfe will pre-
sently find that a great deal of confidence
is not so valuable as a little knowledge.
Mr. 0 'Loghlen: They have both combined

now.
Hon. W. 0, ANGWIN: At that time there

was a deficit of £440,000. When the present
Premier said it was " a case of borrow and
spend, collect and spend,'' he was stating
the position as it applies largely to-day. The
position as outlined by the present Premier
in his speech in J914 is applicable to the
position to-day. It fits the bill exactly.
There has been no end to the collecting and
spending, and the more money the Premier
gets, the more he spends.

The Premier: There has not been much
collected.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I would like to ex-
plain to members that no revenue or expendi-
ture of the trading concerns has been pub-
lished with the Consolidated Revenue re-
turns since 1916. As from that period, they
ceased to be accounted for under the 'State
Trading Concerns - Act, lit 1914, the rev-
enmue amounted to £5,053,222 after de-
ducting the figures relating to the State trad-
ing concerns. In 1921, the revenue w-as set
down as £6,795,565, showing an increase of
£1,736,343, or over a. million and three-quar-
ters,' representing the amount the Premier
has collected since that time and spent. Is
he not collecting end spending to-day?

The Premier: We did not collect it.
Hon. WV. C. ANGWIN: Is there any

economy shown. whatever?
The Premier: The railways collect and

spend it.
Hion. WV. C. ANOWIN: To-day we have

got into such a position that it is difficult
to get out of it. It is alt very well to come
here year after year and talk about the finan-
ces. There is a duty devolving upon every
one of us to assist the country back into a
sound financial condition.

The Premier: Well, why do you not come
and help us?

Hon. W. C. ASGWIN:- It is not our duty
to give the Premier every shilling ha asks for.
It is our duty to point out to the Government
that what this country wants is retrench-
ment in expenditure, and thus help to put
the finances on a better footing.

Thu Premier: Where 'would you retrench?
flon. W. C. ANGWIN: Unless we, as a

Parliament, take the matter in hand, there
will be very few people in this State very
shortly who are not bankrupt. Most of the
people in Western Australia have their money
invested within the State.

Mr. Angelo: Where would you start with
your retrenchment?

lion. IV. C. ANOWIN: The Leader of the
Opposition is asking that a start be made to-
night. Ile is asking the House to agree to
tell the Government that they must reduce
the expenditure to the extent of £25,000
monthly.

The Premier: Where shiall wve take it off?
Hion. W. C. ANOWIN: That is a problem

for the Government to solve.
The Premier: Would you reduce wages?
Non. P. Collier: 'We cut our expenditure

down when we were there.
Hion. W. C. ANOWIN: It is all right to

ask that. la 1913 when the present Premier
was speaking in opposition to the Supply
Bill, hie used these words:-

I believe there a~re many reas 'ons why
this motion should be opposed. Just at
the present time we are troubled by the
unemployed, It is no laughing matter at
all. These men are out of work and should
be provided-with work.

lie tried to stop Supply altogether in order
to provide men with work, and now he says
that if Supply is reduced, he cannot be ex-
pected to provide men with work. The Pre-
mier is inconsistent.

The Premier: No, I ant not.
Hon. I%. C. ANOGWIN: Unfortunately, ow-

ing to the fact that the true position has not
been placed before the public, the Premier
has a majority of members at his back, but
the finance;, being in such a bad state, are
not a matter of party politics. The position
has resolved itself into this, that we must
save the country from bankruptcy.

The Premier: What are you going to do?
Hon. P. Collier: You are paid to do it,

not to sit down and drift.
Hion. W. C. ANOWIN: At the time I refer

to, we received by way of taxation £,380,104,
whereas last year the Premier received
£955,8538, or approximately £,2 per head more
for every man, woman, and child in Western
Australia,

The Premier: You had a profit from the
railways in that year.

Hion. WV. C. ANGTWIN: The increase in
taxation since that year amounts to approxi-
nmately £E2 per head of the population, and
this has heen imposed since the time when the
Preinier said the Labour Party had nothing
to do hut to collect and expend. The Pre-
mier has told us repeatedly to-night that
some of his difficulties are due to the ex-
penditure under Loan Acts on interest and
sinking fund. In 1921 the Premier expended
£2,229,282 uinder Loan Acts, but his in-
creased revenue was nearly one million in
excess after deducting the amount expended
uinder Loan Acts.

The Premier: No.
Hon. W, C, ANGWIN: I can give the

exact figutres if necessary. Last; year the Pre-
mier had a revenue of nearly a million pounds
in excess of what we bad at the time of
which he complains, and for which he would
hold us responsible for the present position.
There is not the least doubt that some losses:
have been incurred.
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The Premier: The railways are £E600,000
worse off.

Hon. P. Collier: But you as the Govern-
ment cannot free yourselves of the respon-
sibility for that.

lion. W. C. ANOWIN: At the end of 1919
or the beginning of 1920 the Minister for
Education paid a visit to Victoria and dis-
covered that Western Australia had a sink-
ing fund. To Victorians who questioned him
closely regarding conditions in Western Aus-
tralia and its financial difficulties, he said,
''We are not in any worse position than you
are. We have expended our money in provid-
ing for the future. We have a sinking fund
almost equivalent to our deficit, and conse-
quently this money has been invested to meet
our debts' ''Well'' was the reply, ''why
did not you. tell us of that before?'' Now
how much more has the Premier spent in
siiiking fund than was spent by the Labour
Party?9

The Premier: A good deal.
Hon. W, C. ANOWIN: Here are the exact

figures for the fire years, £:271,537, out of 3K
millions inicreased deficit. It is all very
well to put in the Governor's Speech
as an apology for the deficit that the
sinkinq fund has increased this year
by £E792,738 while the deficit was only
£686,726. All the Government paid last year
by way of sinking fund was £330,203.

The AMister for Mines, The rest was paid
by wray of interest from revenue on stock
previouisly purchased, which might have been
cancelled.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: I am doubtful
about that. Some time ago I was of the
same opinion as the Minister for Mines, and
when I was in London a few months ago I
asked why we should continue to make this
expenditure. Our sinking fund is invested in
various loans.

The Minister for Mines: In OUT own stock.
Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: Not all of it.
The Premier: Five millions of it.
lion. W. C. ANGyWIN: The position is

this, that when some of these loans fall due,
it will probably be necessary to realise on
sonie of that stock in order to meet these
loans.

The Premier: Or borrow.
Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: If it is necessary

to realise on some of that stock, ire shall in
all probability receive less for it than we gave
for it.

The Mtinister for Mines: Not at all.
Hen. W. C. ANGWIN: Stock is down now,

and that is sufficient to indicate that we
might have to accept less than we gave for
it.

The Minister for Mines: We might have
mentioned in the Governor's Speech the
actual value. All that is shown is the face
valuo of 06f8,000.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: That can be ob-
tained from the financial returns issued every
year. The exact value is published in the
''Government Gazette'' about the second
week in August. In 1927 a loan of £2,500,000

in respect of the Coolgardie Water Scheme
falls due. The Premier hall told us that if
we keep on as we are going we shall be £500,
eon to the good, bat we have not got more
than half a million invested in that particular
stock, and it might be necessary to put other
stock on the market and sell it in order to
redeem that loan. In selling this stock we
may not receive sufficient to pay the amount
of the loan due.

Hon. P. Collier: Redeem a three per cent.
loan and incur a six per cent, loan.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: During the five
years the Labour Party were in office we
paid to sinking fund-I am not counting in-
terest on debentures which the Premier claims
was responsible for the deficit-a sum of
£1I,265,178, and finished with a deficit of
£1,360,000. During the five years since
Labour left office, there has been paid to sink-
ig fund £1,535,715, or £,271,537 more, but
during the same period the deficit has in-
creased by over £3,500,000.

lHon. P. Collier: Sinking fund does not
account for one half of the present Govern-
ment's deficit.

Ron. W. C. ANOWIN: That is why I con-
tend that if the same Labour team had re-
unlined in office, there would not be a deficit
of £3,000,000 to-day.

Mr. A. Thomson: That is only a matter
of opinion.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I aut quite confi-
dlent that it is so. I remember the instruc-
tions issuedi by the Labour Government in.
order to keep expenditure down. These in-
struc-tions were scrupulously attended to by
all -Ministers. We were very careful to see
that they were carried into effect.

Mr. A. Thomson: They were not always
carried into effect.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: I am satisfied that
they, were. If members take the Auditor
General's report for 1916, they will find that,
if the outstanding revenue due for that year
ball been included, the deficit instead of being
£360,000, would have amounted to only
£ 50,000.

'Mr. T1. Thomson: Then how were you gone-
a-million when Seaddan was there?

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: That was for the
period of five years.-

The Minister for Mines: The member for
Claremont will not be expected to see through
that until to-morrow; he is a Scotsman.

Hon. W. r. ANOWIN: If I adopted the
ame line of argument as the Premier has
done, I would say that we had expended that
aiim in sinking fund. The Premier, however,
has not paid the equivalent of one half of
his deficit in sinking fund, and yet he claims
credit for the lot. He claims the interest on
debentures for the sinking fund. I wish 'to
point out one direction in which I think the
Government might make up some of the de-
ficiency and that is in connection with the
Perth trains. Why should the people of this
State, outside the citizens of Perth, be called
upon to pay £40,000 a Year by wray of interest
and sinking fund on the Perth tramst
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The Premier: I do niot think they are.
HIon. W. C. ANOWIN: I have come to the

conclusion that they are. The Perth treans
have a capital cost of approximately
£700,000, it may be £750,000. The revenue
last year was £E225,000 and the expenditure
£E198,261. There was a surplus of revenue
over expendliture of £23,739. Out of this the
Government have paid interest, sinking fundl
and depreciation, and it is not reasonable to
allow less than 10 per cent, for that. This
itemi then would represent £70,000 and allow-
ing for the surplus mentioned, the deficit On.
the year's working was £467000.

The Premier: We shall soon pick that lip.
Hon. W. C. ANOWENX: I hope so; it is one

direction in which an alteration might be
made. Regarding our trading concerns, I.
very much regret that some members of the
Government and the Press are not fair. I
do not care whether there is a loss or a pro-
fit on trading concerns-of course I would
sooner they showed a profit-so long as the
truth is given to the public.

The Premier: I think we do give the truth.
Heon. P, Collier: Incorrect statements man-

age to get out; I do not know who is re-
sponsible for them.

The Premier: We give out exactly what
we get.

lion. W. C. ANOWIN: Since 1917, eon-
sequent on special Incyisiaon introduced by
the late Hon. Frank Wilso-i, the trading con-
cerns have been kept separate. Since that
time there is published only the debits and
credits of these concerns. The Treasury is
the bank for the trading concerns.

The -Premier: That is all it is.
Hon. W. C. ANOGWIN: W,- shall see about

that presently. The Press and sonme members
of this House are endeavouring to lead the
public to believe that whenever the accounts
reveal a larger amount to debit than to
credit, there hans necessarily been a loss; they
do not take into nonsidleration ally stocks
whatever or any accounts owing. In the
balance sheiets laid before the House we have
found that such is not the case. Since 1917
the Consolidated Revenue received from these
trading conerns-I amt not dealing with
business undertakingk, because prior to the
14)16 Act they were dealt with separately-
the sum of £E728,960, being recoups, interest,
etc., £409,349, ia the balance transferred
was £319,617. This is how these trading con-
cerns contributedl to the Consolidated Revenue
of the State. Yesterday, we saw the analysis
of expenditure for July. To-day we have had
the returns-not the correct ones, altlhough
that is not the fault of the Treasurer-show-
ing the interest on tradling concernst to be
£058. I wanted to know something about
this from the Under Treasurer Anid I said to
him, 'If sec fromn the analysis given in the
Press yesterday that the interest on trading
concerns was £E9,558. Where are your cor-
responding receipts of revenue to meet this
amount in the banking account of the trad-
ing concerns?" The Under Treasurer saidl
there were none, because it was only the

custoni to charge the interest for six months.
He said '"If you will look at the last
month 's figures you will find there an
amount of £ 179),000 for interest and
rec-oups, etc.'' That £E9,568 is the one-
twelfth which the State trading con-
cerns are allowed to pay. This has never
been done before; the monthly accounts have
never been allotted in the way that was done
on this occasion. Why is it? It is done to
instil into the minds of the general public
that the trading concerns have not paid any-
thing into Consolidated Revenue, that they
are a loss, aind are responsible for the five
millions deficit. They, have contributed to
Consolidated Revenue since 1917, after meet-
ing iaterest, sinking fund, and recoup, no
less than £319,617. These are the actual
figures taken from the returns published in
August, and contained in the Auditor Gen-
eral's report as submitted to Parliament.
We only want fair play anid the truth given
to the public. When this has been
done, I am satisfied the public will
realise that the trading concerns are not
responsible for the deficit, which is due
to the bad administration of M1inisters and
those uinder them. The Premier said,
"What about borrowing; we have not

spent mutch loan moe. Of course not!
When there was a change of Governmeat in
1916 it was definitely stated to the public
that borrowing must epase; that the Lab-
our Government had been so extravagant
in that direction that the Government could
not afford to increase our loan indebtedness
and that borrowing mnust evase alniost en-
tirely. During the first year, the Treasurer
made an attempt in that direction and
hrought the avera-e ilow a a little, but to-day
the Treasurer is spending more borrowed
money than has ever been spent since the
present Minister for 'Mines was Treasurer.

-Mr. J. Thonison: On the Wyndham Freez-
ing Works.

Hion, P. Collier: That was spent years
ago.

Blon. W. C. ANOWIN : The member for
Claremiont must 'read up somne of the returns
that have been published, and he will then
become a little wiser on the subject.. Up to
the 3slt 'March last-there has been Ve7edi-
ture for a further three or four mionthis sinca
-the loan indehtcdness of the State in-
creased by £9,136,264, and Yet this is a Go-
ermnent which does niot borrow!

The Minister for M.\ines: That is princi-
pally in connection with soldier settlement.

lion. W. C., ANOWIX: If the Premier bail
accepted the advice given front this side of
the House the, Government would not have
an unemployed n in the State in con nec-
tion n-ittt the soldier settlement scheme.

The Prenmier: Where are they'-
lRon. WV. C. ANOWIN: I will niot deal

nith that question now. At all events, the
member for York will agree with me. In
1916 our indebtedness per head of the popu-
lation was approximately £6110. On the 31st
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M~arch last it was approximately £1.23, and
yet the G~overnmnent are Dot borrowing
money!

The Premier: I have not been Treasurer
all the time.

Hun. W. C. ANGt WIN: I know that. Un-
fortunately the Premier made one or two
mistakes. One was that he deserted us after
we voted with him on his motion of no-
confidence against the party opposite. When
dealing with our finances we are inclined to
overlook the fact that the time is not far
distant when we shall have a large amount
of loan money due for repayment.

The Premier: I think in 1927. Next year
we have a million..

Ron. W. C. ANOWIN: Between now and
the 1st Jnne, 1927, we have to provide a sum
of £7,783,715 to meet. our loan indebtedness.

Mr. Wilson: That is only a flea bite.
The NFinister for 'Mines: We have the sink-

ing fund.
Hlon. AV. C. ANGWIX; We cannot rise the

sinking fund for that, because it is a fund
spread ov-er a large number of loans.

The Minister for Mines: 'Most of it is
shown in our existing assets. The railways
more than cover that.

Hon. W. ('. ANOWIN:\ We know all about
that. It is necessary that we should put our
house in order so that we may meet these
]oains. If I borrowed £500 on a £1,000 house,
and I hart not £.500 when that amount fell
due, the people I borrowed from would take
the £1,000 house.

Mr. A. Thomson:. You would borrow an-
other £500.

Hon. W. C. ANLIWEN: We all hope that
things will improve, but there is a possibility
that it will be ninny years before the money
market will be as lenient as it was in the
past. It is true that if our stock realises
anything at all we shall probably mieet
£2,500,000-O-oldfields Water Supply loan-
but, so far as a large piroportion Of OUr loan
nlonev is concerned, we shall have hardly
anything with which to meet it.

The Minister for MXines: Yon would not
suggest that we should take it out of the
public to a greater extent than we are doing
with our sinking fund?

Ron. W. C. ANGWLN: No. It only shows
that the Government are in the same position
as the individual who owes £500 and cannot
pay it. The individual would at all events
exercise economies in the management of his
household ink air endeavour to meet the
amount. Unless we economnise in our ex-
penditure from Consolidated Revenue it will
be impossible for us to meet our obligations
by taxing the people. The position is fat
more serious than is generally realised. It
will affect each and every- one of us if any-
thing happens to the State. There may he
enough money left to keep us in the Old
Men's Home. We are all in the same boat
except those who invest their money out-
side the State.

lion1. P. Collier:' - And the boat is rocking
somewhat.

lon. W. C. ANOIWIN: It is almost sink-
ing. It is necessary that members should
carefully consider these matters. It may be
rnidl that these are loans raised by the Lab-
our Party, and that -it is another evidence of
their wilfuli extravagance.

The M1inister for Mines: They are coining
hack pretty well.

I-ea. W. C. ANGWIN:. Of the seven
million pounds of loan moneys, £4,150,500
has been spent since the 'Minister for Mines
went out of office as Treasurer, and the
greater portion of the balance was ex-
pended biefore he assumned office.

lion. P. Collier: Hec was more economical
than he imagined.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The Premier in
addition has gone on the market for a fur-
ther two million pounds bn Treasury bills at
six mnths, which makes a total of nine
million pounds. Within a period of five
years we have raised nine millions of money
and expended the greater portion of it.

Mfr. J. Thomson: The council of direct
action does Not want anything.

Hon. IV. C. ANUWIN: I only hope that
those who have lent us the money wilt not
adopt the principle of direct action and
seize the State. Pressure may be brought to
bear upon the State with the object of West-
ern Australia being taken under the control
of the larger States of the Commonwealth.
The people of this State will be like those
in. the Northern Territory, having nothing
to say and nothing to do except pay, unless
we see to it that a Government is4 created
that will take charge of and control our
finances, and see that provision is made to
meet the position we are Now facing. If
this is not dlone the State is doomed.

Mr. A. Thomson: You do .not honestly
believe that.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: If I were going
on the London market I would not preach
this taie, hut it is necessary to preach it
here so that we may all realise the position
we are in.

The Minster for Mines: I never heard
such a doleful tale from you before.

Hon, W. C. -NGWI N: The Premier began
the doleful tales. We have a deficit of -five
ndllions to meet, and over nine millions of
loan money to repay within the next few
years.

M r. Underwood: We have the sinking
f und.

Hon. W. C. AAfI-WIN: I should feel very
much easier in my mind if we had a sinking
fund wvith which to meet the situation. We
are drifting on towrards bankruptcy, and
going headlong to destruction. Who is
going to make the attempt to pull the Pre-
mier up a little?

The Minister for Mines : "'I," said
Hforatius.

Hon. W. C. ANOWTN:- The time hag
arrived when we must have economy in

.administration, Last year we had a defleit
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of over £600,000. To-night we should
vote to reduce that by at least £300,000.
Are hon. members opposite game to do it?
Are they game to give effect to the pledges
they have made to the electors?

Mr. A. Thomson.- Not unless you are pre-
-pared to do better.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: In reply to the
hon, member, I say, give us a chance, and
we will do better; no doubt of it. If we do
not do better than has been done during
the past five years, we would deserve not
merely to be kicked out of office but to be
kicked out of the country. I bave endcav-
cured to put the true position before the
Committee; or, shall I say, like the Preier,
that I have endeavoured' to enlighten the
new miembers a little bit?

Mr. A. Thomson: You have told them a
pitiful tale.

Hon. W. C. AN.'GWIN: It may be a pitiful
tale, but it is the truth. I would sooner see
five millions of surplus than five millions of
deficit. I would sooner see new railways
being built in every, pert of Western Aus-
tralia than see the last penny scraped, as
the nmember for South Fremantle ('Mr. Afc-
Callumi) has said, from the waitresses.
Unless we do something to bring about
prosperity by restoring to Parliament the
control of the finances--

Mr. A. Thomson: Which Parliament has
never bad.

Hon. WV. C. A-NOWIN: Yes, Parliament
did have control of the finances while the
Labour party were in office. In conclusionl,
I iiill only say, "GCod help this country after
the mnachine that turns out bank-notes has
collapsed. "

Mfr. AN\GELO (Gascoyne) [9.331 : The
Premier to-night has given us a brief sum,-
mary of the State 's financial position, and
also n explanwition, at any rate a satisfactory
one so far as I amn concerned, of why the
ledger has not balanced. On the other hand,
the Leader of the Opposition and his deputy
have condermed the Admtoinist ration, claiming
that if the Labour Party had been on the
Treasury benches they could have done better.
But neither the Tre asurer nor the speakers
on the other side hiave mentioned what in niv
humble opinion is the chief cause of our fin-
ancial trouble, namely that this State is being
asked to pay far too much towards the up-
keep of the Federal Government. I have
mentioned this phbase of our financial trouble
on several occasions in this Chamber, but I
hare never been able to get the occupants of
the Treasury benich to take the matter seri-
ously. Let ule say, however, that there is one
member of t4ne Government who does view
the question in a serious light. The Leader
of the Government in another place, speaking
some little time ago, said-

I do wish to impress upon members of
this House, upon the Press, and upon the
people of Western Australia, the eminent
importance of at once taking up with
vigour and purpose this question of the
financial relationship of the State and the

Commonwealth. 'No intelligent considera-
tion of our public finances is possible with-
out a thorough understanding of this mat-
te.

I should have thought that a lead such as
this, given by the Leader of the Upper House,
would have been followed not only by the
Goverrnment, bat also by msembers of Parlia-
ment, and by tlhe Press of this State.

Hon. P. Collier: He was only making ex-
euwcs for his deficit.

Mr. ANGELO: At one time I was a
banker, and had a good ninny accounts to
deal with. I remember one particular ac-
count, that of a station where there were two
partners. One was a sleeping partner, the
other the working partner. The working part-
ner was supposed not only to run the station
but also to develop it. The partnership
started off on good lines. The sleeping part-
ner drew only what was a fair thing out of
the station. But as years went on he began
to get greedy and grasping, and the point
wav eventually reached when the sleeping
partner was trying to get too much out of
the station. The station could not stand it.
The working partner not only was prevented
from developing the station, but was unable
even to carry on. So of course the partner-
ship resulted in financial trouble. And such,
I consider, is the financial position of this
State to-day. We took in a sleeping partner.

Han, T. Walker: Five sleeping partners.
Mr. ANGELO: As things have turned out,

it i-eerns that it was we who were asleep.
However, at the commencement of Federation
we were treated fairly by the Commonwealth.
As the years have gone on, though, our treat-
ment at the hands of the Federal Government
has gone from bad to worse, until now it has
become intolerable. It will be remembered
that when we fedlerated it was understood
that the Commonwealth should Collect its re-
venue through the Customs, that the Customs
revenue was to carry on the Federal functions.
fn those dlays the lute 'Mr. Alfred Deakin said
in the Federal House of Representatives:-

Only as a last resource and in eases of
dire extremity would the Commonwealth in-
terfere nith direct taxation.

But even years before the war broke out,
when there certainly was no dire necessity,
the t'omnunwcnith imposed direct taxation,
and it has gradually invaded every avenuec
of taxation, even down to our petty am use-
ineuts. The State Government cannot possi-
bly put any more taxation on the people of
Western Australia. Already the Fedcral Gov-
emninent are collecting sonc 30 or 40 per cent.
more in direct taxation than our State Gov-
erment are doing. After what the Federal
Government require fromr our citizens has
been. paid, there is very little left to collect
front our people for the purpose of carrying
on State functions. My only reason for men-
tioning the matter at this stage is that a con-
vention, which is long overdue, is to be held
as sooni as it can possibly be called together
after the return of Mr. Hughes, and I eon.-

- ider that the time has now arrived when
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Westen Australia, through its Government,
should prepare the case for Western Australia
to be submitted to that convention. T
propose to give notice to-morrow of a
motion for a select committee to be appointed
from all sides of the Chttmber to prepare
Western Australia's ease. My further sug-
gestion is that when our ease is prepared we
should confer with the small States of South
Australia and Tasmania, and go to that con-
vention with a united policy on the part of
the small States to insist upon and demand
fairer and more equitable treatment than we
are at present receiving from the Common-
wealth. It is certain that unless we getfairer and more equitable treatment, treat-
ment displaying more of the Federal spirit,
we shall never be able to put our finances
straight. We cannot do it with the narrowv
avenues of taxation and the other small
methods left to us by the Commonwealth.I
trust that whjen the motion is moved in this
Chamber, hon. members generally will support
it. In the meantime I1 would ask lion. meip-
bers to obtpin and peruse the pamphlet writ-
ten by Ifr. E. T. Owen, showing what, in his
opinion, has been the result of Federation in
the case of Western Australia. He tells us
that up to June, 1920-that is getting on for
two years ago-we had lost in hard eash,
after giving the Federal Government credit
for all moneys paid and all services rendered
to us, a sum of eight million pounds, owing
to our having entered Federation. Adding
the figures for the following two years, I
suppose we can easily say that we have lost
over 10 millions sterling through our accept-
ance of the Federal compact, and this after
allowing for everything that we have re-
ceived from the Federal Government. As
hon. members know, this State is five mil-
lion pounds behind. If we had not federated
and thus bad not had to pay over that 10
millions sterling toa the Commonwealth, then,
instead of having a deficit of five millions,we would now be five millions to the good.
That is why I claim that Federation is the
chief cause of our financial troubles. That is
why I say Federation is the spot on which
we can put our finger and say that our
troubles arise there. Of course I do not ad-
vocate cutting the painter, or resorting to
secession: but I am in favour of taking steps
to secure that fair and proper treatment
which, by the Federal Cormtit,,tion. we were
promised when we entered Federation.

Mr. TROY (Mount Magnet) [9.41: 1
shall support the motion of the Leader of
the Opposition for the cutting down of the
amount asked for by the Government. 1
shall dto so, because I think it is high time
the Government gave somse lend and some
direction to the country as to how to bring
about an improvement in the State's finances.
For the last five years this party in the As-
semibly have given the Government most gen-
erous support as regards the administration
of the affairs of the country. I do not think
any Government has had such generous

treatnment from its opponents as the present
Government and their predecessors have re-
eived from this side of the Chamber. But

-the drift is becoming so serious, and the peo-
ple are becoming so embarrassed by taxation,
and so handicappedl by the lack of services,
that it is high time the Government did some-
thing to fulfil the promis~s they have made
and repeated from time to time during the
fiv.e years they have held office. Seriously, 1
do want to know from the Premier, and fromn
the members of the Government, what they
propose to do to bring about a more stable
fi nanciall conditionI How do they propose to re-
duce the (deficit' Have they any policy at all?
Are they merely going to drift on? Have
the Government any scheme which they pro-
pose to bring into operation in order to pro--
duce a better state of affairs? If they have,
why have we not got it from the Govern-
iment? We know that when one travels to-
day one hears people constantly asking,
'"What are you going to do about the de-
ficit? Is this taxation we are now being sub-
jected to never going to cease? Are we never
going to be relieved of the burden we carry?
What do you propose to do? What do the
Government propose to do?'' In reply, I tell
such inquirers this, ''What do you propose
to doI During the last five years you have
had a Government in office with a huge
imajority, a Government that made very des-
finite promises to you, and it is up to you.
to tell the Government to keep their pro-
mises. What have you been doing during
the last five years, since the last
general election?'' It is not my re-
sponsibility. I do not know where to start
im order to bring about a change. I have.
never had the opportunity of knowing. I
have not administered the affairs of the
State. I might just as well be told to man-
age the business of the member for Bunbut-
(Mr. %foney), of which I know nothing, as
be told to sole the financial difficulties of
the present Government. I can give alt
opinion, but I cannot give a sound and re-
liable opinion. The only men in this country
who can devise a scheme to that end are the
members who sit on the Treasury bench.
They ought to do it. It is up to them to do
it. This country is waiting for them to do
it. In my own mind I am perfectly satisfied
that the Premier does not know. He is going
to drift on in an amiable, aimless fashion,
trusting to God that something will turn up,
that something will occur, that some new
discovery will happen along.

Hon. P. Collier: Some act of Providence.
Mr. TROY: Yes. The Premier has no

idea. That is my opinion. And neither has
any of his colleagues any idea.- They simply
hope that the world may improve, and that
the effect may be felt in our finances. That
in all the idea they have of the whole l~o~i-
tion. If they had any other idea, we wo Ii
know of it; we would receive some lead; we
would not have been obliged to listen to the
dismal tale told us to-night by the optimistic
Premier of this country. I have notic'1 inx
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the "'West Australian,'' the Premier's guide,
that land settlement in the South-West is
going to bring about such prosperity as will
quickly wipe out the deficit, Land settle-
ment, as you, Sir, know, will merely aggra-
vate the position for a number of years to
come, because for many years the State nuist
spend, not collect, and spend liberally, and
particularly in that area. to which the Pre-
mnier is now giving attention, namely, the
South-West. He will have to spend large
sitins of money before there is any return
front that quarter, and while hie is spending
that money the State will continue to drift.
So laud settlement, while it will eventually
bring a return, will not bring about any im-
mediate solution of our difficulty. It is all
very well for the newspalpers to pin their
faith to the Premier's working out of the sal-
vation of the country by land settlement in
the South-West, but we shall not see it ac-
complishied for quite a number of years to
come. Then there is immigration. We are
to bring into the country a large number of
new people. What are they going to doI
I'erhnps 75 per centt. of them will be looking
for jobs in the Government service, or at all
events in the city. A few will go on the
land. What will they wvant' We shall have
to borrow money to keep thenm oa the land.
Interest will hare to be paid on that borrowed
money. Clearly we cannot make good in that
way. It has been said that we are to bring
thousands of people to the country. What
will be the result ? The Government will
have to borrow money to enable those who
go0 into the country to make good, and even
then a lot of them will not make good.

'Mr, J1. Thomson: A large percentage will
make good.

Mr., TROY:- In the whent areas a few may
make good, but I doubt whether inny o f
them will be successful in the South-West.
The young men and women of to-day are not
prepared to take on the burdens which their
forbears cheerfully accepted. The pioneers
were prepared to put up a struggle and to
live simple lives, but the young people of
to-day are not content to live simple lives.
They are living under different conditions.
My parents, when they came out here from
the Old Country, came from harsh conditions.
At Home they had to pay, perhaps, 75 per
cent. of their production to a landlord. When
they came to this country they had never
known any but harsh conditions.

Mr. Angelo: Will not the majority of the
present-day immigrants comne from similar
conditions?

Mr. TROY: I doubt it. I have met many
of them, and they do not seem to find much
imaprovement but here.

M.Nrs. Cowan: Is not that an argument
aganst attempting to make any progress?

Mr. TROY: ''Progress," you call it! Re-
cently I was speaking to a carpenter who
came to this State 10 years ago and settled
on the land down the South-West. He told
me he was going back to England. I asked
him why, and he said, "I think I can make

a living there just as well as I can here.''
le explained that of 12 men who had come

ouit 10 years ago, he was the only one left,
the others having gone back.

Mr. J. Thomson: le will be glad enough
to come out here again.

Mr. TROY: If the Premier were to speak
his mind, I think lie would support me in the
view that the majority of the settlers who
come front the Old Country come from indus-
trial occupations, and on arrival here look
for opportunity to fellow the same ot-cupa-
tion. When they go on the land in the
Motuth-West, with the promises. they have re-
ceived fron the Agent General they want
substantial backing fromt the Government.
And the lands of the South-West will not be
productive for a number of years, double the
number of years required for production in
11w whent areas.

The Colonial Secretary: Do you suggest
that we should put none of them in the
South-West I

'Mr. TROT: No, but I suggest that that is
net a remedy for our existing difficulties, that
indeed, for the time being, it will only aggra-
vate them.

The Colonial Secretary: Thea we are never
to make a start developing the South-West?

Mr. TROY: I only say that you have to
devise some other means for relieving the ex-
isting condition of affairs. You cannot pay
interest and sinking fund on fuither borrow-
ings to enable men to develop the South-
W est, I think the Premier has said that he
cannot raise additional revenue, for the rea-
son that the people are sufficicuitly taxed
aheady. I agree that the people are very
heavily taxed both by the Commonwealth and
hy the State. -But what i7 going to happen
when, in the near future, the value of pro-
duction in this country falls? Next year
wheat will not be the price it is this year.
I have no doubt that the value of the cen-
niodities we are now producing, and f rom
which the people are paying taxation, will
toll. What will the Government do then?
How are they going to make up the de-
creased revenue? Already the value of wont
has fallen, and so the pastoralists will not
this year pay the samne taxation as they paid
last year.

The Premier: Not hy a long way.
Mr. TROT: Then how is the Premier go-

iug to make up -the deficiency?
The )Premier:. I will tell you when T intro-

duce the Estimates.
Mr, TROY; The Premier's Estimates last

year were out by several hundreds of thou-
sands of pounds.

The Premier: By £E280,00,0,due to strikes.
Mr. TROY: There will always be some

trouble of the kind. Do the Government pro-
pose to retrench?

The Premnier: Already we have '200 offi-
cers fewer than in 1916.

Mr. TROY: That is net a great reductioa,
after all. I do not know whether retrench-
ment can or cannot be economically effected.
Ir is not my responsibility. I cannot speak
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with authority of a business of which I
have no intimnate personal knowledge. But
the Government have knowledge, and it is
their duty to give the country a ]ead. 1
notice that they have cut down the railway
service,

The Premier: The Commissioner of Rail-
ways has.

Mr. TROY: It amounts to the same thing.
I do nut object to that particularly, if it is
the best that can be done. But is there no
policy'by which the Government can place
ex-Goveroment servants somewhere whe-p
they will be of value to the country, in-
stead of throwing them on to the labour
market?2

The Premier: 'We are not doing that.
Hon. P. Collier: A eonsiderable nmbolir

of thenm are drawing superannuation pay-
men ts.
Mr, TROY: Assumling that the public

service is over-manned, have the Govern-
ment no means by which they Can say to
an officer, "WAe have to dispense wi th your
services, but we must place you in some
productive chne, Do the Governmeiit
propose to do that?

The Premier: If we were to cut out tin,
lot, it would not greatly relieve the position.

Hon. P. Collier: That is no reason why
you should not effect economies wherever
possible.

The Premier: I do not think the punne
service ought to be accused of being respon-
sible for the deficit.

Mr. TROY: I do not accuse themi of that;
but if the public service is over-mianned,
the Government ought to devise some
scheme by which they can lput, at all events
the younger men, into productive channels
and say to them, "There is your opportu-
nity, and the State will stand behind you
for a given number of years." Why do not
the Government give such a lead, if that
lead is desirable and practicable? We are
entitled to a lead from the Government.
The member for Gascoyne looks to the Fed-
eral Convention to relieve us of our dis-
abilities, and he looks in vain. He says
"Let us go to the Federal Government andi
point out our necessities, explaining that
by entering Federation the State has
suff ered. The Federal Government will
listen to us."''But will they? They have
their own difficulties. They cannot help us-
They have huge obligations to meet, and
those obligations have been made with the
full consent of members on that side of -the
House. Those obligations would have been
twiofold had those hon, members had their
way. The Federal Government will say
that they have war liabilities to meet,
heavy interest to pay on the war loan, in
addition to their resp onsi bili ties to returned
soldiers. And what can hon. members oppo-
site say? They demanded the war loan,
and any man with sufficient temerity to say
"(Steady! steady! '' was branded as a pro-
German and a shirker. These things have
been done with the consent of bon, mem-

bers Opposite and by the persuasion of the
Country Party who, most unfairly, are now
tiying to sidestep their responsibilities. For
all the burdens now being carried by the
people the Country Party is equally rnspon-
aihic with the Nationalist Party. For while
the tide was flowing with thle Nationalists,
the Country Party stood with them, and
claimed the Nationalist policy. And nw
the Country Party wants to stand from
under. I say it is an altogether unfair
position.
Mr, Pickering: That is contrary to the

views of the Leader of the Opposition.
Mr. TROY: At the last general election

the Country Party did the samen thing. I
nlid a number of others were opposed by
Country Party candidates, all of whom
blamed the 'Mitchiell Government, said they
Were o1poedt the Mlitcell] Governmnent,
and declared that that Government were
responsiibile for all our disabilities.
Mr. 'Money: You did not agree with

them
Mr. TROY: I exposed them. I cannot

understand anything more contemptible
than a party assisting any Government nod
shurinig in the responsibility Of the Govern-
ment and at the same time, members of
that party going to the people throughout
the country attributing the troubles of the
State to the Government they themselves
are participating in and thus endeavouring to
evade responsibility. So far as the Federal
Government are concerned, they have at
great obligation imposed upon them by the
consent and with the assistance of mnembers
of thhe Country Party, just as the Govern-
ment in this State are kept in power by
the assistance of members of that party. I
arm satisfied, however, that in the course of
tine we will find men like Mr. Gregory an'd
Mfr. Prowse ."getting from under '" and-
saying that they have nothing to 'do with
the N1 ationalists who do not concern them.
In point of truth, not of fact, they accept
their present position so long as the tide
runs in accordance with their self interest.
Thle same thing will apply to the Govern-
ment in' Western Australia.

Hon. P. Collier: When the tide turns the y
will come over here.

Mr. TIROY: Unless a miracle occurs I am
afraid things will be much worse in this
State than they ate at the present tie
despite all the optimistic Premiers we may
have. Personally, I hope that the mirac~e
will occur, because any man living in this
country has an interest in seeing that that
result is achieved. We do not want things
to get worse, but in my opinion the period
of -low times and depression has not yet
come to this State. I may be an evil
prophet, but I believe that what is required
in Western Australia if that evil day and
that depression are to be set aside, is not a
Premier who will claim to be optimistic
when he really is -not optimistic at all, hut
a strong Government, with a good working
majority like that behind the present Gov-
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ernment,-a Government willing and able
to give a lead to thle people. If the
present Government by any drastic act
is able to save the country from the
consequences which I am afraid are ahead,
they will be entitled to the lasting gratitude
of the people of this country.

Mr. Pickering: That is a bona fide state-
meilt.

'Mr. TROY: I do not think that the
Leader of the Opposition or the members
sitting behind him, are anxious to take con-
trol of affairs from the present Government.

Mr. A. Thomson: I do not think you are,
at the present stage.

Mr. TROY: If that responsibility should
come our way, however, we will not shirk
it. Although the Government may have to do
unpleasant things in the future, so long as
they act with justice they should grapple
with the position. Even though the im-
mediate future may not approve, posterity
will justify their actions. While we are all
influenced more or less by a sense of self
preservation, any man whbo accepts the im-
portant position as Premier of this State
should have some lofty ideals. I do not say
that the presentaecupaut of the office has not
got those lof ty ideals, but so long as a luau
is acting in the interests, of the country, it
does not matter what happens to him, We
may not alwnys be in polities but unless we
can; make good this session and unless we as
a Parliament can do something to save this
country from the trouble which is threaten-
ing us, none of us will be here in three years
time. The people will require a change and I
wish that this Government would act.

fr. CORROY (Yilgnrn) [10.5]: 1 notice
that the Premier seems to have quite a fetish
in his mind regarding strikes.

The Premier: I merely mentioned them by
the way.

Mr. CORBOY: As a matter of fact that is
a guod deal more than the hon. gentleman
did regarding matters concerning which 1
would like more information.

The Premier: I am perfectly willing to
give you more information if you desire it.

Mr. CORBOY: In that ease I should like
to have some information from the Premier
as to how he intends to effect economies dur-
iug the life of this Parliament. lie has not
given us much intformation upon that point.

The Premier: I suggested that strikes
should be avoided as elhe way in which econo-
my could be achieved.

'Mr. CORROY: I notice that the Govern-
menit have taken very drastic action in con-
nection with some strikes. I am not referring
so much to the present Government, but to
the party which that Government represents.
Very drastic action has been taken in con-
nection with some strikes, even to the ex-
tent of taking an armed force to Fremantle
and causing a conflict which might have led
to very serious and grave results. In fact, it
actually did cost the loss of one man's life.

lon. P. Collier: And also we lost one great
Premier.

Mr. CORBOY: The then Premier dlid not
have time to prove his greatness. 'T le Gov-
ernmenut have also taken sides in connection
with the Esplanade Hotel trouble and in
ninny other troubles as well. There seems to
be a peculiar reticence, however, in regard to
the strike we have at the present time. When
it is a question of dealing with the master
bakers or, in fact, with any other of the ins-
ters, then, apparently, the Government are not
so quick in coaming to the fore with their
armned forces, in order to maintain the con-
tinLifty of inidustries.

The Premier: The master bakers have not
been threatening to attack anyone.

'Mr. 0 'Loghlen: It is worse than that.
They are actually attacking our stomachs.

3%r. CORBOY: That is decidedly the worst
attnck u-c have to sustain. We can stand a
black eye, but when we are forced to be hun-
gry we get quite angry. The question of the
railways has come up ninny times to-night.
I want to deal briefly with one or two as-
pects of that question. I am Sorry that the
'Minister for Railways is not present, because
there aire one or two points regarding the re-
duction in the train service which I would
have liked him to hear. I know that for
some past the Minister for Railways has not
found it as ntecessary to travel so extensively
by rail as formerly, but there are many of
us who have to do so. r Uive in a suburb on
the Midland JIunction line, and recently a, new
regulation camne into force with regard to
trains on Sunday mornings. The Railway
Coninssioner with the consent of the Mfin-
ister for Railways, has cut down the service,
and now the Kalgoorlie express is run as an
ordinary suburban train, and is the only one
on Sunday mornings. Last Sunday morning
I had to conmc to Perth, and by the time the
express reached Maylands, it n-as impossible
to open the gates at the end of any of the
coaches. One had to climb over them and
even then, one could not get his feet on the
floor of the coach. It was necessary to sit
on the railing and kick everyone on the plat-
form. If that system is to continue, the De-
partument will lose what little patronage it
has at the present time. Owing to the in-
creased fares, the tratfic. has becen curtailed
and it is getting worse. The discomfort on
these trains is becoming more extreme. On
the train to which I have referred we looked
down the corridor and counted four women
with children in arms who had to
stand because they could not get any
other accommodation in the train. What
does the IMinister intend to do regarding the
cutting down of this train service? 'We wvant
better accommodation than that. According
to information during the last week, the De-
partment intends to cut out some more of
the train service. There are trains during
the middle of the morning and the middle of
the afternoon which are not extensively pat-
ronised and it would he quite reason able to
cut them out. If1 it is the intention of the
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Commissioner, however, td cut out any fur-
ther trains during the busy part of the day,
instructions should be given to prevent any-
s-uch move.

The Premier: Every man whn has had a
train cut out during the dlay is saying the
same thing.

Mr. CORBOY: T am willing to offer the
Premier accommodation next Saturday night
if hie will stay at my house and endeavour
to catch the early Sunday morning train to
the city.

The Premier: I am afraid I would not find
room on the platform.

Mr. CORBOY: There is another matter
which I desire to ventilate. The services of
ninny workers in connection with the Rail-
way Department are being dispensed with,
and we shall have the old trouble-I am glad
there are one or two representatives of the
farmers in the Chamber who take an interest
in this matter-regarding the lack of rolling
stock to shift the harvest.

Mr. Pickering: I am glad you take that
view of it.

M'r. CORBOY: 'Men who have been em-
ployed in the Midland Junction workshops
are Leing dismissed at the present time, and
Ilast week these disatissAls included six wagon
builders. In a very short time, there will
be a complaint that the Department is short
of rolling stock' and the services of these
mecn will certainly be required. It is false
economy to dismiss ina whose services will
be required in three or four months' time
In a few months' time the Department will
be howling for the services of such men as
these wagon builders, in order to help in the
provision of extra rolling stock, and by that
time the men may have left the State.

Mr. Willeock: In the meantime overtime
rates are being paid.

Mr. Pickering: There is a great shortage
of louvred trucks.

Mr. COBBOY: Although the members of
the Country Party are taking such a deep
interest in this matter, I would like to men-
tion that lnst year I met a. Country Party
memiber who informed me that he would1 not
stand as a candidate until he had received a
definite assurance from the executive of his
association that it would not support the Mit-
chiell Government.

Member:. Was he elected?
Mr. COEIBOY: -No, he was not. I exposed

him.
Hon. P. Collier: Hec must have been the

man who was opposing the Minister for
Works.

Mr. CORBOY: The Premier has given us
a lot of figures to-nighit, but he has not given
us any explanation why the expenditure is
creeping op higher and higher. Despite the
enormous increase in revenue, the Government
are still unable to make the ledger balance.

The Premier: I said that the reason was
mlainly on account of the increased wages and
salaries we have to pay.

Mr. CORBOY: Taking the two years
quoted by the Premier, the increased revenue
was £l,844,j'44, while the increased expen-

dituro shown was £1,879,476. The Premier
,tated that during those two years the wages
bill had increased by £837,000 per annumi,

The Premier: That is for wages and sal-
aries.

Mr. CORBOY: They are practically the
same, for the fact that a man receives a
salary and wears a stiff' collar, does not affect
the position. That reduces the increased ex-
penditure to 91,042,42U. I do not think any
explanation has been given by the Premier
to-n ight or by any other speaker to show,
why that increase of a nillion has been in-
curred.

The Premier: The interest bill has in-
creased as well.

Mr. CORBOY: That is a good fall back,
is it not?

Thle Premier: The cost of coal and other
commodities has also increased,

'Mr. COlIBOY: I do not think that the cost
of these commodities has risen to such an
extent as to necessitate the expenditure of an
extra million. I would like to have some real
esplanation. from the Government as to why
this extra million has been spent during last
year as compared with two years ago. We
hare not had that explanation here. I would
like to know whether the Government are
really going to tackle the position in regard
to the dismissal of men who are not neces-
sary to the country's service to-day. The
Government are dismissing mien who- are
capable of building wagons and who they
know will be wanted. The Government know
they will be begging for these men within a
few months. They are dismissing fettlers
who are necessary if the lines are to be main-
tained in the best condition; they are dis-
missing all over the State men who are doing
really necessary work.

The Premier: I do not know about that.
Mr. CORBOY: There is no doubt about it.

It is necessary that the railway lines be kept
in good repair unless the ilovernmncut wish to
become involved in claims for a few thou-
sand pounds by way of compensation after
wrecking a train on a bad line. For some
years I worked in the Civil Service and re-
cently I worked in the 'Midland Junction
workshops and I was able to form a fair
idea as to where retrenchment could be
carried out on a proper basis without im-
pairing the eficiency of the work. Prom
careful observations extending over a period
of five months in the Midland Junction
works-hops, I say it is not in the workshops
or on the rail ways that retrenchment can be
carried out. N4ot 5 per cent, Of the men
there employed could be dispensed with if
efficiency is to be maintained, but I am sure
that the Government could dispense with 30
per cent. of its civil servants without affect-
ing the efficiency of the service. I was in the
civil service for a period of seven years; I
was in many departments. The real trouble
with the service is that a lad naSSes his ex-
aminations, becomes a permanent civil ser-
vant automatically and grows up in the de-
partment, and it is not convenient to dis-
pense with his services. When be grows up
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another lad or two are employed, and so the
game goes on. One office that I was in had
a staff of five men and three boys doing work
which could have been efficiently done by one
mian andl th~ree boys. The others had grown
up in the department as I have explained
ouit were kept on.

The Premier: r wish you would let me
know of that department.

Mr. CORBOY: It is not a fair thing to
ask of inc. Appoint a commission to go into
the whole question and I will give the evi-
dence.

Mr. Latham: We do trot'want any carn-
mission, thanks.

Hion. P. Collier: You mean that it is ob-
servable without any commnission?

Mr. CORBOX': It is. I visited four offices
yesterdlay and one of them I can say was
grossly overstaffed with great hulking young
fellows who coul be better employed chop-
ping timber in the country instead of send-
ig put to do such wyork miners who are

broken down with tuberculosis. If the Gov-
erinent are sincere and really wish to save
money and employ men on reproductive
work, let them put these young fellows who
are now quill-driving out into the country.
It will do them no harm; in fact I can say
from experience that a little work will bene-
fit their health and at the same time it will
be sounder economy to adopt this course
xsather than dispense with the services of
wagont builders who are really needed and
who are being sacked for the purpose of
saving a few shillings. It seems as if the
Commissioner of Railways and those con-
trolling him from the Ministerial beaches
have become panic-stricken because they have
had a bad monthly report. They say the
bottom has fallen out of the railway business.
Well, the bottom is out of everything at the
present time. There is depression all round,
but that is not to say that things will not
come again. It is certainly no indication
that these wagon builders and other men will
not be absolutely necessary in a few months'
time. On the other hand, I fail to see how
any possible livening up of business could
nmake it necessary to retain all the young
fellows we have in the civil service and who
could be better employed in doing reproduc-
tive work. If only for the purpose of doing
something to force the Government to tackle
some real economy in administration, I sup-
port the amendment moved by the Leader of
the Opposition.

Mr. PICKERING (Sussex) [10.20]: I do
not desire to take advantage of this occasion
to make my speech on the Address-in-reply,
but I certainly do desire to comnment on cer-
tain remarks made by the Premier by way
of interjection in reply to the Leader of the
Opposition. In doing so I regret that it
becomes necessary to read certain portions
of the debate which took place during the
passage through Parliament of the Forests
Bill. I would like to direct the attention of

members to the Interpretation Act as re-
gards the words '' iny'' and ''shall.''

The Premier: We all know about that.
Mr. PICKERING: If it is known, we

can take it as read. The interpr-etation
amuiints to this that the word ''may'' leaves
the nmatter entirely discretionary whereas
''shall'' makes it mandatory. Section 6, of
the Forests Act, under which these extea-
sions are to be conceded, reads:-

The Governor may (a) extend the term
of sawm~ill permits granted under thke Land
Act Amendment Act, 1004, so far as the
operations thereunder have been tempor-
arily discontinued in coasequerce of the
piresent state of wvar; (b) so, far as the
operations under any existing timber con-
cession or timber lease have been tempor-
arily suspended in consequence of the pre-
sent state of war; (i) extend the terms of
such concession or lease subject to payment
during the period of such extension, in lien
of the rent thereby reserved, of a royalty
on all timber acquired at the prescribed
rate of royalty under this Act for timber
acquired under permits, and to the regula-
tions in force for the time being, subject
to the proviso to section forty-three; or
(ii) within twelve nioaths of the termina-
tion of the war, accept a surrender of
any concession or lease, and issue, in lion
thereof, a permit under this Act of the
smne or other land at the prescribed roy-
alty, the rent paid under the surrendered
concession or lease during the period of
temporary suspension of operations being
credited to the permit holder and appor-
tioned over the term of the permit. -

I would like to point out that the two sub-
paragraphs have a very big bearing on the
amount of money we are to receive from
Millers' concessions. If, as the Premier
points out, these concessions have been ex-
tended under sub-paragraph (i) it means that
they will not come under the operations of
the Act, so far ais the payment of royalty is
concerned, until the expiration of the time
when the concessions fall due for renewal.
Had they been brought under sub-paragraph
(ii) .%iltars, would have immediately fallen
into line and paid the sama royalty as ap-
plies to the permit holders. There is a very
big difference indeed in the choici' of those
two sub-paragraphs, and when we coasider
the deplorable state of affairs laid before the
Committee with regard to the State's
finances, and whenr we see the Premier de-
liberately foregoing much revenue which
would have accrued to the State if the con-
cessions had been, brought under sub-para-
eraph (ii) we must realise that there was
here presented one avenue by which the de-
flcit could have been redueed.

Mr. Wilson: How are you voting?

Mr. PICKERING: I am not dealing with
that now. This Committee has been misled
by the Premier in his replies by interjection
to the Leader of the Opposition.

The Premier: flow do you mean?
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Mr. PICKERING: I have been explain-
ing it. If the Premier prefers to go on talk-
ing instead of listening, it is his business.

IV% O'Loghlen: Repeat it for the Pro-
2iev 'a benefit.

mr. PICKERLVG: If the Premier will
not listen, I am not responsible. I have given
the Premier myv elomest attention and have
endeavoured to hear what hie had to say. It
is only with the greatest difficulty that one
can hear anything he says, and it is most
difficult for any member to discuss a Supply
Bill in these circumstances. The Comnittee
were deliberately misled by the then Attor-
ney General when he put this clause before
us. I shiall prove my statement from "Hans-
ard,.

Hon. IV. C. Angwin: First in regard to
th6 pastoralists and now in regard to this.

Mr. PICKERING: The Attorney General,
according to "Hansard,'' 1918, page 967,
said-

Now, we say to the leaseholder, ''We
cannot extend your old, obsolete tenancy
or your concession oh the terms on which
you originally got it, because that would
be unfair to the other sawmiller who is a
permit holder, who is to-day paying 2s.
royalty,."

I ant pointing out how this Hrouse is being
misled with regard to those concessions. If
these concessions have been granted, a great
injustice has been dlone to the rest of the
permit holders in this State. If the exten-
sions are granted to Mfillers' on the lines in-
dicated, the Conservator of Forests will not
be in a position to enforce to the
fullest extent the conditions and regu-
lations on the holders of permits. If
he does so, they will have to go
out of the business, because they will be
unable to compete with Millars' whose con-
cessions are under sub-paragraph (i). It has
beent stated that it was compulsory for the
Government to extend these concessions to

fi liatrs'. The word "may" does not mean
that the Government were compelled to do
so. The reason these two sub-paragraphs
were put in was to afford the Government
an opportunity to protect not only the forests
but alqo the finances of the State which are
in such a deplorable condition The Attorney
General further stated-

r hope hon members appreciate the po-
sition between the concession h]older, the
Ileaseholder and the permitholder. The con-
cession holder pays a very small fee. In
soume inStances it is £1-50 a year. It was
fired ink the early days, 80 or 40 years ago.
Most of these lea-ses and concessions ex-
pire between the years 1924 and 1927. The
leaseholder pays £220 per square mile per
annumn. It is not proposed to renew the
concessions or leases on the same terms un-
der which they have been held. It is pro-
posed to renew them on the same terms as
the permit holder.

If my interpretation is correct, the members
of this Committee have been deliberately mis-
led.

Hon. P. Collier: The Premier says that is
the intention of the Government.

Mr. PICKElR1ING: N\o, the Premier says
he has extended Millars' concessions nder
sub-paragraph (i), and under that we cannot
collect the royalty until the period for these
concessions has expired.

The Premier: We had no right to.
Mr. PICKERING-: We agreed to extend

these leases and concessions, not as a right
but as an act of justice, aid if we allow them
tti stand at the date when they natu rally ex-
lire any number of sntvmille-s will take them
uip w-len they expire on any terms the Gov-
ernment like to fix. The Premtier, however,
says: 'Nwe u-ill give you the advantage
of the period of the wuar during which they
were not used, and at a rate which Will defer
thl; royalty."

The Premnier: That is not so.
Mr. PICKERrNG: It is so.
The Premier: I say it is not.
Mr, PICKER[NG: The Leader of the

Opposition, when speaking on this matter in
1918, " Hansard, " page .909, said-

In the face of that we say to the lease-
holder who has concessions, that could not
he obtained anywhere in Australia, during
the past 20 years, we will give considera-
tion to you for the £E22,000. I am not pre-
pared to go that far. It is a fair thing
for Parliament to ask these people if they
surrender their leases, to conticne during
the period under review on the same terms
and conditions as any other sawmill pro-
prietor operating in the forest at the pre-
sent time. Parliament proposes. to give
them an extended rare for four rears and
we are justified in saying for those four
years, ''You cume under the samne condi-
tions as other people Operating in the
f orest.''

The Government are not doing this. They
are extending these permits to M1illars' on
lines which give then] great advantages over.
the permnit holders of to-dlay. It will be ima-
possible for the Conservator to enforce on
the existing permit holders such conditions as
wrill safeguard the forestry of this State until
such time as the leases andI concessions to
the combine lapse. That will not be until
10 years' time, and I ami safe in saying that
the loss Of revenue Whlich Will result to this
State in consequence will amiount to £750,100
Or £1,000,000.

The Premier: That is slicer nonsense.
11r. PICKERING: The Premier call say

so if lie likes.
The Premier: I do say so.
Mr. PICKERING: Thea the Premier

should be able to demonstr-ate it andi make it
clear in a voice that we can all hear. The
Attorney General went on to say-

The leasehold works out at 10 1 _d. per
load on what they have beent cutting.

That is what they are paying, and this is
what the Attorney Gener-al said in introduic-
ing this Bill and speaking to these two mo-
tions. The Attorney General n-as highly
commended by the Rouse and the public on
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the way in which lie introduced the Bill.
When lion, members listened to the Attorney
General and the interpretation lie placed
upon this clause they were mnisled by him
into believing that, if such concessions were
made to Millar 'a, they would comc uinder the
same conditions as other permit holders in
the State. The Leader of the Opposition
thenl said-

I say the Committee is not justified in
any generosity of that kind. For mny part
I will su1port the aiue,,dineat. But the
amendment does not go far enough. I
will vote against the clause and will say to
those people, "'Unless you are prepared to
meet us onl ash equitable basis, that is,
agree to conic under the same terms,,namely, 2s. per load r'oyalty, as others have
paid, we will give you no concession."

This is the deliberate statement of the
Leader of the Opposition.

Hon. P. Collier: And the A1ttorney General
agreed.

Mr. PICKERINC: Yes, and yet we arc
told by the Premier that, in spite of the dis'
cretionary power contained in the clause , lie
has extended the concessions on the No. 1
condition. I have no personal feeling in
this matter. 1 am not a Western Australian
horn, hut I hove at heart the interests of the
State, and thle conservation of our forests.
I fear there [ire not many representatives
in this Chamber who really appreciate the
vital necessity for the conservation of that
great asset.

The Minister for Mines: You have 110 right
to reflect upon membhers of this Chamber.

Afr. PICKERING : I can say that this is
my opinion. If such concessions have been
made, as indicated, then we have done an
incalculable injury to the forests policy of
the State, and vitally affected any benefit
that wvill accrue, as a result of the expendi-
ture of money onl the development of the
forests, which expenditure will represent so
much money thrown into the sea.

Thse Premier: Nothing of the sort.
Mr. PICKERING: I say it is so. I should

like to quote another statement made by the
Attorney General. He said-

Conservators of Forests cannot be found
every day, like doctors or lawyers. New
South \\ales was for 17 years trying to
find an officer, and those States that are
finding it necessary to pursue a forest
policy are onl the look'out for forest officers,
that is why we want an agreement for
seven years. If we cut out ''froin time to
time" and the Governor fixes the salary,
('all hie alto,' that salnr Y Is it desirable
that the Conservator of Forests, as the for-
est revenue grows and the importance of
the inidustry grows, should receive the sal.
Orv which lie receives mnow?

This State has been exceptionally fortunate
in obtaining the services of a forester of the
ealibre of Mr. Lane-Poole. It has been
demiou~trntedl that it requires an exception.
ill] strong mn to stand up aganust the op-
position to nor forest develoipment. It would

be a calamity to lose thle services Qf a mian
of such conspicuous ability aw Mr. Lane-Poole
as Forests Conservator. Remarks have been
made this evening about the Country Party
and about members of the Country Party not
giving effect to plank No. 11 of their plat-
form. Something was said by the Leader of
the Opposition, who construed a document
as n instruction to us regarding our attitude
towards economy. Since I haove bad the him'
our of representing the Sussex electorate, I
have done my utmost to bring about economy.
Those members who have been in past Parlia-
ments will renmemiber tlmat when the Public
Service Act came upl for discussion I strongly
recommended a reduction in the Civil Ser-
vice of 33-1/3rd per cent. I ant glad to find
in the House a new nmember, sitting opposit !,
who is prepared to advocate a similar poli:y.
The percentage may be a large one, but it is
evident that there is plenty of room for -9
treaichment fin the Civil Service. The Gover -
mnerit should give some evidence of their earn-
estness in this regard. The Speech states;
that a reduction of 206 civil servants bps
been made during thd last five years.

Hon,. P. (Collier: They are mostly retired
on pensions.

The Prenmier: We could not sack then,
wvithout their pensions.

Hon. P. Collier: The statement indicate:
that you are econoisiing or reducing the
inmber, but you -are not doing so; you are
retiring them on pensions.

[ron. G. Taylor took the Chair.]

Mr. PICKERING: There is a very decided
opening' for the Government to use the politi-
cal pruning knife in the service, but I cannot
see that there is any indicatiou of that fin.
tention in the Speech. Neither can I see any
indication of a policy of economy in that par-
ticular direction. This is a natter for great
regret.

Hon. P. Collier: Or of economy of any other
kind.

Ifr. PICKERTING: It is certainly hard to
find such a policy. I hope, when the Pre'
imier presents his Budget, lie will cone for.
ward with a definite policy so that we shall
know where wre are. The position bas been
place] before the House to-night, very con-
cisely and interestingly, by the member for
Mount Magnet. The attitude of that hon.
mnembher is worthy of emnulation by every other
,mmber, ntamely', that he will give his most
cordial and earntest support to thle Govern.
mnt if they, are prepared to allow a way of

overcoming the difficulties confronting us. T
feel it is necessary that we should all appre.
eiate the serionness Of thle position facing
uts, at all events, so far as our forest policy
is concerned.

The MIN~ISTER FOR MIN~ES (Ron. J.
Scaddan-Albiany) [10'97]: 1 wish briefly to
reply to the statements made by the member for
Sussex concerning the proposed extension of the
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concessions and leases held by M1illars. First of
all, the hon. member may read "Hansard"
from page 1 to the end-

The CHAIP3TIAN : There isa motion already
upon the Notice Paper dealing with this question.

The MINISTER FOR MINES !I drew the
attention of M3r. Stubbs, when he was in the
Chair, to that fact but he took no notice of it.

The CHAIRMAN : I will allow the Minister
to proceed.

The MINISTER FOR MINES : It would be
unfair to allow these statements to go un-
challenged. Whatever reference may be made by
any mnemnber, whether the Minister who introduces
the Bill or any other member of the Chamber,
it does not affect the law, which must stand.
Frequently, the courts set aside the judgments
of lower:courts although they have been based
on what are supposed to have been the intentions
of Parliament, and have declared that the low
as worded means a certain' thing, and that it
must be read accordingly. We have an Act, and
under that Act we must operate. The Forests
Act of 1918 laid down certain conditions for the
control and conservation of our forests. If the
hon. member wvill look at the Act he will find that
it is divided into parts. The first part deals with
the title and with the clauses bearing upon the
ifterpretation, and also with the provision
dealing with the extension of leases and con-
cessions, on which operations had been tempor-
arily suspended owing to the war. Part 2 sets
out that there shall be established a Forests
Department and that there shall be a Conservator
of Forests, and that the Conservator shall be
empowered under the 'Minister to do certain
things. Wherever it provides that the Governor.
in-Council may do certain acts, it also provides
that he shall do them on the recommendation of
the Conservator of Forests. But it does not say
that the extension of these leases shall be under
the control of the Conservator of Forests, or
subject to any recommendation by him. it
says that-

the Governor may extend the term of sawmill
permits granted under the land Act, 1904. so
far as the operations thereunder have been
temporarily discontinued in consequence of
the present state of war; and so far as the
operations under any existing timber con-
cession or timber lease, have been temporarily
suspended in consequence of the present state
of war (i) extend the termc of such concession
or lease subject to payment, during the period
of such extension, in lieu of the rent thereby
reserved-

The period is the period after the expiration of
the existing lease or concession, and the rent
reserved is that reserved in the lease or con-
cesson-

of a royalty on all timber acquired at the
prsrbed rate of royalty under this Act for
tibracquired under permits, and to the

regulations in force for the time being, subject
to the proviso to Section 43-

That being the section which permits the
Governor-in-Council to make, on the recom-
mendation, of the Conservator, regulations. The
proviso in question sets out-

Provided that so, far as such regulations
apply to any existing concession, lease, or
sawmill permit, such regulations shall not be

inconsistent with the rights under such con.
cession, lease, or permit.

It is only a question of deciding what are the
rights under the existing leases, concessions, or
permits-existing, that is, at the time of the
passing of this Act. All other regulations which
do not in any way abrogate then-existing rights
must stand. The lessees or concessionaires must
pay during the period of extension the royalty
that is prescribed under this Act in respect of
permits issued to anyone else. But the ban.
member says we should take upon ourselves to
grant extension under sub-paragraph (ii), which
provides that the Governor may-

within 12 months of the ternmination of the
war, accept a surrender of any concession or'
leas, and issue, in lieu thereof, a permit under
this Act of the sme or other land at the
prescribed royalty, the rent paid- under the
surrendered concession or lease during the
period of temporary suspension of operations
being credited to the permit holder and appor-
tioned over the term of the permit.

Can the lion, member understand English ? I
suppose there is no member of this House who
can speak English as well as does the member for
Sussex. The member for Sumsse knows that a
surrender cannot be accepted uniges it is offered.

Mr. Pickering: But there is no obligation to
extend.

The MINISTER FOR XMIES : Under this
Act there is unquestionably a strong moral
obligation on the Government. having regard to
the fact that Parliament laid it down that in
respect of suspension of operations owing to the
state of war the lessees or concessionaires should
obtain extensions subject to covenant. The hon,
member would be one of the first to call the
Government to account if they had refused to
grant what this Act enables them to grant. There
is no one in this Chamber, or in this country,
who will back a sound forestry policy more than I
will as Minister controlling the forests of the
State. I have hacked up Mr. Lane-Poole on
every possible occasion, even on the public plat-
form, and as against members of the House who
ought to have known better. But I will not
support Lane-Poole or any*i other public servant
who wishes to override Parliament. What is
the use of our passing Acts of Parliament giving
powers to a certain individual who then says,
" I do not wish to do what Parliament directs "?
It is well known that Mr. Lane-Poocle suggested
the dropping of the Forests Bil

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Ho wishes to be a
dictator,

TheMTNISTER FOR MINES: IsayMr.LAne
Poole is one of the best foresters in Australia or in
the British Empire h ut I also say that Mr.
Lane-Poio, like every other public servant, has,
to abide by the decision of Parliament. First of
all, the CGovernment were not called upon to go to
Lane-Poole for a recommendation in this matter
at all, because, the power has been deliberately
put by Parliament in a part of the Act which is
altogether separate from the Conservator's
functions. The power has been given to the
Executive direct. However, we went to Lane-
Poole and said to him, " You are going to London
in connection with an exhibition, We suggest
that, while in London, you should see Millars'
directors and ascertain what is the best bargain
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you can make with them in order to meet the
wishes of Parliament but at the same time con-
serving the interests of the State.," He went to
London and approached Mkillars' directors, and
came hack here. Some misunderstanding arose,
because 31illars' directors thought he meant one
thing and he said he meant another. Thus no
progress was made. Since then Millars have
asked that we should come to a decision upon the
matter, in order that they might be enabled to
formulate their forest policy. 7 could occupy
the attention of this Committee for a considerable
time in explaining why M1illars, like every other
big corporation, require to know what lies ahead
of them for some years. If they have only a
few years in which to finally complete their policy,
they would have to set a bout cutting out all their
remaining forests very quickly--with disastrous
results to our forestry policy. If an extension of
four or five years is assured to them, they can,
on the other hand, formulate a very different
scheme of operations. Eventually Mr. Lane.
Poole suggested that we should exercise our
diacretion under the words referred to by the
member for Sussex-" the Governor may."
I know perfectly that in an Act of Parliament the
word " may " means what it says, and does not
mean " shall." Had Parliament enacted that
the Governor "- shalt" extend the term of leases
held by other persons, it would have been absurd,
because those other persons might not accept
extensions. The Act says that the Governor

1may," if the leaseholders wish it, grant ex-
tensions. In my opinion, what Parliament had
in view was not the discretion of the Conservator
but the discretion of the Executive. That dis-
cretion refers to granting extensions corres-
ponding to the periods during which the lease-
holders were preventied by the state of war from
operating on their leases, subject, however. tn
the leaseholders having paid the rents during
the periods of suspension of operations and to
their c9maplying in future with the regulations
except in so far as any regulation rright conflict
with their rights. I told 'Mr. Lane-Poole this,
and I made the suggestion to Cabinet, and
Cahinet approved of it. I also informed Mr.
Lane-Poonic that, the question having been
decided, the Ooyernnr-in-Council was to be
approached with a view to extensions being
granted. I said to Mr. Lane-Poole, "I want
YOU, aS Conservator, to establish the facts re-
gar-ding the periods during which operations have
been suspended on the various leases. That is all
you need worry about at the moment. Find out
how long the companies have suspended oper-
ations. so that we may comply with the decision
of Parliament." Not a move! Only a further
recommendation, urging that no extension be
granted, " otherwis we shall have no forest
policy for the next ten years, and my heart wil
be broken," and all the rest of it. Lante-Poole
disagreed with the decision of Parliament. Fre-
quently Acts are passed with which many of us
disagree. But when a measure becomes an Act
the Government must accept and observe it
until Parliament otherwise determines. I dis-
agree to the uttermost extent with one provision
of this Forests Act which removes the control of
revenue from Parliament, giving the Conservator
control of three-fifths of the revenue raised under
the mesure. I consider that Parliament decided
ill-advisedly in that particular. But as regards

the matter of extension there was no discretion
vested in the Conservator: it was a6 matter of
direction from Parliament to the Executive.
For Mr. Lane-Poole as Conservator of Forests
I have the greatest respect ;but I care not who
the public servant may be- -whether it be the
Auditor General, who is responsible only to
Parliament, or whether it be, for the sake of
illustration, the hl l porter in the Mfines Depart-
mnent- -the public servant must obey the direct Ions
of Parliament. I venture to say that if the
member for Sussex considers the quest ion & little
more closely, he will arrive at the conclusion that
if Mr. Lane-Poole looked into the subject a little
further, then 'Mr. Lane-Poole, as a person ap-
pointed by the State to perform certain services,
ought to apprecite that his opinion on matters
other than those connected with scientific
forestry most give way to the opinions of Par-
liament. We are responsible to the public.
There is never a session of Parliament but we have
to give way on some point. Members disagree
with a decision arrived at, hut they have to give
way ; and Mr. Lane-Poole has to come to the
same position. I have never yet declined a
recommendation made by the Conservavtor on any
matter dealing with the State forests ; because
Parliament has taken it out of my hands, and I
do not feel that I am entitled to disagree. But
when Mr. Lane-Poole refuses to act under the
direction of Parliament, then he is not obeying
the instruction of Parliament, which is supreme
in all these matters. I want to conserve our
forests, and I wl protect any forest officer in
all matters of technical knowledge. I believe
Mr. Lae-Poole has a thorough technical know-
ledge. But he has made some proposals in regard
to regulations under the Forests Act, which,
while they would be perfectly satisfactory 10
ysars hence, are not practicable tn-day. Mr.
Lane-Poole is bound to get a bit of a set back
from time to time. The man who hooks for a
smooth passage in introducing an entirely new
policy is going to be considerably disappointed.
It is that which is the trouble with Mr. Lane-
Poole. As an expert forester he is second to
none whom I know, bet he does not seem to grip
the fact that the interests of the State are placed
in the hands of Parliament, and that he has to
accept the dictates of Parliament. Even now
I do not th nk the disagreement is of such magni-
tude as to justify M1r. Lae-Poole in asking the
Government for permission to look for a6 job
elsewhere.

Mr. A. Thomson :A terrible lot of money is
at stake.

The MINISTER FOR MINES : No.
Mr. A. Thomson: Well, how much ?
The MINISTER FOR MIN1ES : Why ask, if

you know ?
Mr. A. Thomson: Why do not you tell the

Committee how much ?
The Prem er: There is no money involved.
The MINISTER FOR MINES: If any money

were involved the bon.- member should have known
it when he was a party to the passing of the Bill.
How conme% it that he wakes up at this late
hour to the fact the t Parliamnent has done some-
thing wrong, involving the country in a loss ? I
ay that no money is involved.

Mr. A. Thomson:- You know very well that a
great deal of money is involved.
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The MINISTER FOR MINES: There is some
commonse~nse involved. Even if money were
involved,' it would have no bearing on the point
at issue.

lilon. P. Collier: Yes, a bard-up State would
he justified in considering it.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Parliament
arrived at a definite decision. Although the
word " may " was used, the decision was definite.

Mr. O'Loghlen:. It was not too definite.
Hon. P. Collier: What is your interpretation

of "during the period of such extension " 1
The MlINISTER FO RIMINRS : There can be

no inis 'ivings. about that. It means the period
from what would have been the termination of
the concession to the termination of the extended
time, and it means that during that period
royalties shalt be paid.

Ron. P. Collier: You are now granting the
extension under those conditions?

The MINISTER FORl MINES:. Yes.
Hon, P. Collier-. Well, surely that is the end

of it!
The MINISTER FOR MINES: Their rights

arc conserved only in respect of existing leases.
In respect of their extensions, they have to pay
the royalty prescribed under the Act.

Mr. A. Thomson: They can cut any class of
timber they like.

'Mr. O'Loghlen: In respect of revenue the
State cannot lose, but must gain.

The -MINISTER FOR MINES: That is so.
If they pay the royalty on the present prescribed
rate, we shall gain considerably. That is the
point. Whatever our views mray be, we are
actually granting to Millars ant extension equal to
the period lost in consequence of the war. I am
quite sure that is not in conflict with the in-
tentions of the members who agreed to the Bill..

Mr. Pickering: They were misled by the then
Attorney General..

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Nothing of
the sort. That is a reflection on every member
who was then in the House. The hon. member
could not make anybody believe that he himself
was misled. What nonsense!i Nobody was
misled by that provision of the Bill.

Hon. P. Gathier: It was passed at a, very late
hour that night.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That may be
so. I agree with the member for North-East
Fremaintle that certain pro Visions of the measure
should not he there. Parliament had no right
to hand over public revenues to any individual
person. But on the point under discussion
Parliament directed the Governor to do certain
things. " May " was used, but only because
"shall" could not be used in that connection.
The " may" meant that in certain circumstances
the Governor " shall," We have not exceeded
the authority of Parliament- in the slightest
degree. The only difference of opinion is as to
whether it be good polioy to let the company
have any extension at al.11

Mr. O'Loghlen: Are the negotiations yet
finelised ?

The MINISTER FOR, MINES: No.
Mr. A. Thomson:- Will you give me a pledge

that they will not be finalised until the member
for Sussex has moved his motion ?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I will give the
hon. member no pledge whatever, except that
I will obey Parliament.

Mr. O'ILoghlen: Is it; likely to be decided
before the hon, member can move his motion ?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Only the
Premier can say that. I am not to he moved by
either the member for Sussex or the member for
Katanining.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Or the Conservator of
Forests.

The 'MINISTER FOR3MINES: Or anybody
else. The papers will disclose that the whole
point of difference was that Mr. Lane-Poole
desired that there should be no extension at all,
that he wanted to set aside the decision of Par-
lianment. Parliament decided the question, and
he has to accept it.

Mr. McCallum:- Did he put up any suggestion
as to what was to be done with these areas ?

The MINISTER FORIMINES: I do not know.
At all events that has no bearing on it. Take
a mining lease. They are on good stuff when the
lease expires. Would the hon. member suggest
that in spite of the moral obligation to give them
an extension, we should step in and say " no " 1
That is exactly what is occurring on these leases.
They paid the State £30,000 rental, and were
unable to work their leases on account of the war.

Mr. Pickering interjected.
The MINISTER FOR MINES: if the hon.

member can now see in it something wrong, it
is a reflection on himself among others. He was
in the House at the time. To say that hie was
misled by the then Attorney General is onlya
further conf essiont of weakness on his part.

Hon. P. Coller: A split in the Ministerial
ranks l

The MINISTER FOR MINES. The Govern-
ment have conserved the interests of the State
in this. We shall not lose financially, and we
cannot lose much in point of conservation of the
forests, because Millars, if they had only a
restricted time in which to operate, would goi1n
and cut down as fast as they could, without
regard to the future.

Mr. Wilson: From what you say, anyone else
would get the same consideration.

The MINISTER FOR MINES:- Precisely,
neither more nor less.

Mr. A. THOMSON (Katanning) 111 -01: Ap.
parently it is outrageous that the members for
Sussex and for Katanning should even venture a
suggestion. With all due respect to the Minister,
we are just as much entitled to our opinion as
is he to his. There is considerable doubt about
the interpretation of Soctions I and 2, as regards
"Imay " or "shall." It is all very fine for the
Minister to say you cannot do this or that, but
if the Minister had adopted Section 2 the company
would have had to pay royalty from the very
inception, instead of only during the period of
extension.

The CHAIRMAN: I allowed the Minister to
reply in full, but I think the bon, member is
scarcely entitled now to go over the whole
question again.

Mr. A. THOMSON : I want a definite aossuranee
from the Government that these papers will not
be signed until the member for Sussex has moved
his motion. I trust the Premier wil! give that
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assurance. T am not satisfied with the Minister's
explanation.

The Minister for Minies: I did not suppose
you would be, for you do not understand the
subject.

Mr. A. THOMSON: For bluff and bully
commend me to the Minister. But I am not
going to be bluffed and bullied by him. I object
to the Minister's attack upon the member for
Sussex and myself. We are entitled to our
opinion.

Hon. P. Collier: And we are awaiting it.
Mr. A- THOMSON : I want an assurance from

the Premier that these papers will not be signed
until the member for Sussex moves his motion.

The Premier: They may be signed.
Mr. J. Thomson: And I hope they will be

signed.
Mr. A. THOMSON: The him. member does

not know anything about the subject. I believe
there is a considerable amount of money at stake.

Mr. Simons: It means over a million pounds
to Millars' money taken from the State revenue.

Mr. A. THOMSON: And it means that all other
people in the timber trade are to be wider the
domination of Millars. Our own State saw
mills have to pay a royalty of 2s. per load, yet
people are willing to pay private owners of timber
land VI per load and drag it six miles to the mill.
This is not a matter to be flippantly put on one
side ;it is a matter for serious consideration,
and we are entitled to ask the Government not
to sig those papers and give away the heritage
of the State, unless the House is satisfied that
the Minister for Mines is corret or the member
for Sussex and I are corret.

The Minister for Mines: Why did you not
fight it before ? You helped to put in this
prevision.

Mr. A. THOMSON: I am asking the House to
see that we protect the assets of the State.

The Minister for Mines: That is what we are
doing.

Mr. A. THOMSON : Tf the Minister is correct ,we must submit to the law. He is not infallible
and may be making a mistake now.

Ron. P. Collier: Sot now that he has gone
over to the Ministerial side of the House. He
used to make lots of mistakes when he was on
our side.

Mr. K- THOMSON: I would like to get from
the Government an assurance now that the
papers will not be signed.

Hon. G. Taylor: I cannot guarantee that.
Mr. A. THOMSON : Sorely the Premier can

give his guarantee here.

The PREIER (Hon. Sir James Mitchll-
Northam) (11.5]: The member for Sussex has
been making particular reference to what the
Attorney General said when introducing the
measure and has been regarding those remarks
so law. He knows, however, that the law is
the Act as it stands on the Statute book and
it sets out that before extension the people who
have a lease extended must pay such royalty as
is prescribed by the Conservator. .

Mr. Pickering: That is. coming under No. 1,
where eiscretion is exercised.

The PREMIER: It is quite clear to members
that not one penny more can be got from any

other person operating this lease after the expiry
of Millar's lease.

Mr. Pickering: There is a considerable differ-
ence.

The PREMIER: I do not want to discuss the
matter further. I would ask hon. members to
think for a moment and to ask themselves,
supposing they owned these leases, whether they
would be willing to forfeit £1,000,000 as suggested
by these gentlemen.

Mr. A. Thomson:; You would get the increased
royalties.

The PREMIER: It would mean that they
would be paying £1,000,000 for the right of
surrendering their lease. I did not think anyone
would be so foolish as to suggest anything of the
sort.

Mr. A. Thomson: That is not the statement
I made. I said that we were losing revenue.

The Minister for 'Mines : You made no such
statement.

The PREMIER: There is no hurry about this
matter for a week or so but the leases may have
been renewed by now for all I know. Mr. Lane.
Poole had the papers and may have signed them
now. We are simply administering the law
and it is astonishing to find men who have made
the law so ready to say that it should be set
aside. This House deliberately made the law
and the hon. member helped to make it.

Mr. Pickering: We deliberately amended the
fourth section, you know.

The PREMIER: I can assure hon. members
that this country will not lose one penny by
the extension of these leases.

Hon. P. COLLIER: This is an important
matter, and as the hoar is late I move-

That progress be reported.
Motion put and passed.
Mr. SPEAKER: To-morrow it will be ncessary

for the Premier to move again for the suspension
of the Standing Orders, and as he will be moving
without notice, the motion will require 26 mem-
bers in support. The resolution passed to-day
authorised the suspension of the Standing Orders
to enable the Bill to be passed through all its
stages in one day.

the Premier: The Leader of the Opposition
will have to help us to make up the 26.

Hon. P. Collier: Yes, I will do that.

BILL-TREASURY BILLS (SIGNATURES).
Returned from the Council without amendment.

House adjol4rned at 71.14 p.m5.
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